BOROUGH OF CALIFON COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 1, 2025

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Daniel called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. “I would like to announce and have placed in the minutes that adequate notice of this Regular Meeting of the Califon Borough Council has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by publication of the legal notice in the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat. In addition, a copy of this notice was posted on the bulletin board in the municipal building and is on file in the Clerk/Administrator’s office”.  
FLAG SALUTE – The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

ROLL CALL
	Council Member
	Present
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	     X

	Haversang
	 
	     X

	Janas
	  X
	 

	Ruggiero
	  X
	     

	Smith
	  X
	 

	Medea
	  X
	    


Also present: Mayor Daniel, Clerk/Administrator Haughey, Attorney Pasternak

CORRESPONDENCE 
Clerk/Administrator Haughey reported that the Califon First Aid Squad was awarded a $12,000 grant from Hunterdon County to upgrade their radios, and Califon Fire Company was awarded a $15,000 grant from the County for “Extrication Tools”	

The Parks and Recreation Committee sent correspondence regarding a commemorative bench and plaque program.  There was some discussion regarding the program, and allowable verbiage on plaques.  Attorney Pasternak advised keeping the content non-religious. Sponsors would be required to cover all costs of benches and plaques. Additional information will be provided. 

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS
ORDINANCE 2026-05
AUTHORIZING A SPECIAL EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $79,075 FOR THE PREPARATION AND COMPLETION OF A COMPLETE PROGRAM OF REVALUATION OF REAL PROPERTY IN THE BOROUGH OF CALIFON, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY, PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:4-54(b)
BE IT ORDAINED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon, in the County of Hunterdon, New Jersey, as follows:
1. The sum of $79,075 is hereby appropriated for preparation and execution of a complete program of revaluation of real property and shall be deemed a special emergency appropriation as defined and provided for in N.J.S.A. 40A:4-53(b).
2. The authorization to finance the appropriation shall be provided for in succeeding annual budgets by the inclusion of at least 1/5 of the amount authorized pursuant to this act (N.J.S.A. 40A:4055). 
3. A copy of this ordinance as finally adopted shall be filed with the Director of the Division of Local Government Services in the Department of Community Affairs of the State of New Jersey. 
4. This ordinance shall take effect as provided by law. 

	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	     
	
	     
	     X

	Haversang
	    
	    
	     
	 
	 
	     X

	Janas
	    
	   X
	     X
	 
	 
	    

	Ruggiero
	 
	     
	     X
	 
	 
	      

	Smith
	    X
	     
	     X
	 
	 
	     

	Medea
	    
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	      



CONSENT AGENDA
(Adoption upon Roll Call)
 “Consent Agenda items are routine and will be enacted with a single motion. Any items that require expenditures are supported by a certification of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent Agenda items (indicated with *) will be reflected in the full minutes.”

*LIST OF BILLS

RESOLUTION R-62-26
EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE CRITICAL WORK OF LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS IN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AND ACROSS THE NATION -This Resolution was tabled. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
	August 18, 2026 – Regular Meeting – The approval of these minutes was tabled as there were not enough eligible Council Members to vote on their adoption. 

	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	     
	
	     
	     X

	Haversang
	    
	    
	     
	 
	 
	     X

	Janas
	    
	    X
	     X
	 
	 
	    

	Ruggiero
	    X
	     
	     X
	 
	 
	      

	Smith
	    
	     
	     X
	 
	 
	     

	Medea
	    
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	      


	
Jim Kinney from Trout Unlimited commented on the next Resolution.  Trout Unlimited has been working to eradicate invasive species in Califon Island Park.  Last year they look some out manually with chainsaws and pruners, but much has grown back. This will be an application of approved herbicide to treat any of that which has begun to grow back. Trout Unlimited has contracted with the New Jersey Invasive Species Strike Team to perform this application, which will be paid for completely with Trout Unlimited funds. 

RESOLUTION R-61-26
AUTHORIZING THE NEW JERSEY INVASIVE SPECIES STRIKE TEAM TO CONDUCT INVASIVE SPECIES MANAGEMENT, INCLUDING HERBICIDE TREATMENT, ON DESIGNATED CALIFON BOROUGH PROPERTY
WHEREAS, the Borough of Califon (“Borough”) recognizes the importance of protecting and preserving native vegetation, stream corridors, riparian areas, wildlife habitat, and other natural resources located within the Borough; and
WHEREAS, invasive plant species can adversely affect native plant communities, wildlife habitat, ecological diversity, and the health and function of natural areas; and
WHEREAS, the New Jersey Invasive Species Strike Team (“NJISST”) has identified common mugwort (Artemisia vulgaris) and Oriental bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus) among other species, as invasive plant species in New Jersey; and
WHEREAS, the Borough has identified populations of common mugwort and Oriental bittersweet and other invasive species on or adjacent to designated Borough property requiring management and control; and
WHEREAS, NJISST has proposed to assist the Borough with the control and eradication of these invasive species through an integrated management approach, which may include mechanical removal, cutting, pulling, targeted herbicide treatment, monitoring, and follow-up treatment; and
WHEREAS, the Borough desires to permit NJISST, and/or its properly licensed and qualified personnel or contractors, to conduct invasive species management activities on designated Borough property; and
WHEREAS, the proposed herbicide treatments may include the use of Garlon 3A and Aquaneat, or other herbicides determined by the appropriately licensed applicator to be legally authorized and appropriate for the particular treatment site and target species; and
WHEREAS, any use of pesticides or herbicides shall be conducted in strict accordance with the applicable product label, New Jersey pesticide laws and regulations, and all applicable federal, State, county, and local requirements; and
WHEREAS, where an aquatic pesticide permit or any other environmental permit, approval, notification, or authorization is required, no such treatment shall occur until the required permit, approval, notification, or authorization has been obtained and all applicable conditions have been satisfied; and
WHEREAS, NJDEP provides that most pesticide applications to waters of the State or aquatic sites require an Aquatic Pesticide Permit and that regulated aquatic pesticide applications must be performed by appropriately certified and licensed pesticide applicators.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Califon, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, as follows:
1. Authorization. The Borough hereby authorizes the New Jersey Invasive Species Strike Team, including its authorized representatives, properly licensed pesticide applicators, and authorized contractors, to conduct invasive species management activities on designated Borough-owned or Borough-controlled property for the purpose of controlling and, where practicable, eradicating common mugwort (Artemisia vulgaris) Oriental bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus) and other identified invasive species.
1. Herbicide Treatment. As part of the invasive species management program, NJISST and/or its properly licensed applicator may conduct targeted herbicide treatments using Garlon 3A and Aquaneat, provided that each product is legally permitted for the proposed use at the particular treatment location and is applied in strict accordance with its current approved label and all applicable laws, regulations, permits, and restrictions.
1. Targeted Application. Herbicide applications shall be limited to targeted treatment of identified invasive species and shall be conducted in a manner reasonably designed to minimize impacts to desirable native vegetation, trees, shrubs, aquatic resources, wildlife, and adjacent property.
1. Qualified Applicators. All pesticide applications shall be performed only by persons possessing all licenses, certifications, training, and other qualifications required under applicable New Jersey law. NJDEP advises that aquatic pesticide businesses must have a commercial certified pesticide applicator holding the appropriate Category 5-Aquatic Pest Control certification when performing regulated aquatic pest control.
1. NJDEP and Other Permits. Nothing in this Resolution shall be construed as granting NJISST or any applicator a waiver from any requirement imposed by the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (“NJDEP”), New Jersey Department of Agriculture, United States Environmental Protection Agency, United States Army Corps of Engineers, or any other governmental agency.
1. Aquatic and Wetland Areas. If any proposed treatment involves a stream, waterway, wetland, pond, or other regulated aquatic site, the responsible applicator shall determine whether an Aquatic Pesticide Permit or any other applicable permit or authorization is required. Where required, the treatment shall not commence until the applicable permit or authorization has been obtained. NJDEP's current guidance states that an application of any pesticide to an aquatic site generally requires an Aquatic Pesticide Permit, subject to specified regulatory exceptions.
1. Site Access. The Borough authorizes NJISST and its authorized personnel to access the designated treatment areas for purposes of site assessment, invasive species treatment, monitoring, follow-up treatment, and evaluation of treatment effectiveness, subject to reasonable coordination with the Borough.
1. Coordination with Borough. NJISST shall coordinate the timing and location of treatment activities with the Borough Administrator, Borough Clerk, Department of Public Works, or other municipal official designated by the Mayor and Council.
1. Public Safety. NJISST and its applicators shall comply with all applicable posting, notification, re-entry, signage, and public-safety requirements associated with the use of the herbicides. Treatment areas shall be managed in accordance with all applicable product-label requirements and permit conditions.
1. Environmental Protection. All treatment activities shall be conducted using reasonable measures to minimize potential impacts to native vegetation, surface waters, groundwater, wildlife, pollinators, and other environmentally sensitive resources.
1. Treatment Plan. Prior to any herbicide application, NJISST shall provide the Borough with a description of the proposed treatment area, target species, proposed treatment method, proposed herbicide product, and the identity of the licensed applicator responsible for the application. Any required permits shall be made available to the Borough upon request.
1. No Independent Authority to Violate Law. This Resolution shall not be interpreted as authorizing the application of any pesticide in a manner inconsistent with its label, applicable permit conditions, or any federal, State, county, or local law, ordinance, rule, or regulation.
1. Costs. Unless otherwise agreed upon in writing, NJISST shall be responsible for the costs associated with its proposed invasive species management activities, including labor, equipment, herbicides, licensing, permitting, and related expenses.
1. Insurance and Indemnification. Prior to commencing work, NJISST and/or any contractor engaged to perform treatment shall provide the Borough with evidence of insurance and execute any reasonable indemnification or other documentation required by the Borough and approved by the Borough Attorney.
1. Follow-Up Monitoring. NJISST is authorized to conduct reasonable follow-up inspections and monitoring of the treatment areas and, where appropriate and legally permitted, recommend additional treatment to address regrowth or remaining invasive populations.
1. Authorization of Municipal Officials. The Mayor, Borough Administrator, Borough Clerk, and such other Borough officials as may be appropriate are hereby authorized to execute documents and take such actions as may be necessary to effectuate the purposes of this Resolution.
1. Effective Date. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption.
1. Severability. If any provision of this Resolution is determined to be invalid or unenforceable, such determination shall not affect the validity of the remaining provisions.
1. Repealer. All resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with this Resolution are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this Resolution shall be provided to the New Jersey Invasive Species Strike Team. 
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	     
	
	     
	     X

	Haversang
	    
	    
	     
	 
	 
	     X

	Janas
	    
	    
	     X
	 
	 
	    

	Ruggiero
	   
	     
	     X
	 
	 
	      

	Smith
	    X
	     
	     X
	 
	 
	     

	Medea
	    
	   X
	     X
	 
	 
	      



COMMITTEE REPORTS
CM Medea - Parks and Recreation continues with preparations for the Street Fair. Buildings & Grounds – a mason is coming to apply a sealant to the new front steps; he has reached out to Tobin Barkman regarding the rear parking lot, the outlet at Califon Commons still needs to be addressed. 
CM. Janas – Planning Board has not had a meeting in July or August. Their next meeting is scheduled for September 30, 2026, during which they will have a public hearing. 
C.M. Smith- Califon Board of Education – no report. 
C.M. Ruggiero – Crier should be out in the next couple of days. 
MAYOR’S REPORT
Mayor Daniel reported that he attended the Liberty Pole raising in Lebanon Township, which was an outstanding event. 
PUBLIC COMMENT
Rikki Massad, Editor-in-Chief of “Tap Into North Hunterdon,” and a Hunterdon County Cultural and Heritage Commissioner, also commented on the event in Lebanon Township. Additionally, he mentioned the upcoming Lego workshops celebrating historic sites in the County. 
ADJOURNMENT TIME: 7:35 pm
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second

	Bittay
	
	     

	Haversang
	 
	     

	Janas
	 
	   

	Ruggiero
	 
	     X

	Smith
	    X
	 

	Medea
	 
	    


All were in favor.

