BOROUGH OF CALIFON COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF AUGUST 18, 2026

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Daniel called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. “I would like to announce and have placed in the minutes that adequate notice of this Regular Meeting of the Califon Borough Council has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by publication of the legal notice in the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat. In addition, a copy of this notice was posted on the bulletin board in the municipal building and is on file in the Clerk/Administrator’s office”.  
FLAG SALUTE – The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

ROLL CALL
	Council Member
	Present
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	    X

	Haversang
	Via zoom
	     

	Janas
	     X
	 

	Ruggiero
	     X
	     

	Smith
	     X
	 

	Medea
	 
	    X


Others present: Mayor Daniel, Clerk/Administrator Haughey, Borough Attorney Anderson

PRESENTATION- Patrick Diamond from Professional Property Appraisers Inc. gave a summary regarding Borough Revaluation. Appraisers will be working from 9 am to 4 pm on weekdays, and evenings and Saturdays for scheduled appointments. The PPA employees doing the field work will wear a uniform of blue shirt, khaki pants, and PPA jackets as it gets colder. Each employee will have a photo ID. All PPA employees have been fingerprinted and had background checks. They will do exterior inspections of properties, including measuring the exterior of structures, without disturbing the resident. They will then knock on doors and ask to do interior inspections.  If a property owner doesn’t want them to come in at that time, they can call to schedule an appointment. Appointments can be made for weekdays, weekday evenings until 7 pm, or Saturdays. If the owner isn’t home, or doesn’t answer the door, they will leave a card on the door.  For the interior they will be counting the number of rooms and determining if there is additional living space such as a finished basement or finished attic.  They will be looking for the overall condition, such as upgraded bathrooms or kitchen. The interior inspection should take 5-10 minutes. They will make 3 attempts to do interior inspections.  If the resident does not allow an interior inspection they will estimate the interior of the property, which will most likely be estimated at the highest possible valuation. Following the exterior and interior inspections of all Borough properties, likely in late November or early December, property owners will receive a letter with their new valuation.  If there are any necessary corrections, the property owner should contact PPA. 

Borough Tax Assessor, Chris Lauver, stated that the County mandated this revaluation because properties in the Borough are selling for 30%+ above their current assessments. Borough Attorney Anderson explained that the revaluation process does not mean that everyone’s taxes are going to increase. If your property’s valuation increases by 25% that does not mean your taxes are increasing by 25%. Almost all properties in the Borough will have an increased valuation, but the Borough is still collecting the same amount of tax revenue which means that the tax rate will decrease.  When a municipality has a revaluation, typically one-third of the properties have a slight decrease in their taxes, one-third of the properties have no change in their taxes, and one-third have a slight increase in their taxes.  The new valuations and tax rate will be in effect for 2027. 

CORRESPONDENCE 
The Nellie Hoffman House, the Cabin by the River and the Califon Bridge will be included in the Building Blocks Workshop project the County is doing. They will share marketing materials with us as they are developed. 

Trout Unlimited Invasive Species Strike Team will be in Califon Island Park on September 2, 2026, to irradicate invasive species. They have sent the data sheets on the herbicides that they will utilize and will send a Certificate of Insurance. The Council will consider a resolution at the next meeting to allow for this work. 

OLD BUSINESS - None

NEW BUSINESS
Mayor Daniel reported that Borough Attorney Mark Anderson is retiring and will no longer represent the Borough after this meeting. He discussed how Mr. Anderson’s deep and vast knowledge has been an incredible resource, not only for the Borough, but for the League of Municipalities as well. Mayor Daniel, on behalf of himself, the Borough Council, and Municipal Clerk/Administrator thanked Attorney Anderson for his dedicated service and the outstanding work he did for the Borough. He introduced Ed Pasternak, Esq., from the firm of Dorsey & Semrau as the next Borough Attorney. Mayor Daniel had previously worked with Attorney Pasternak for several years and feels confident that he and the firm will represent the Borough well. Mr. Pasternak acknowledged that he has “very big shoes to fill” by succeeding Attorney Anderson and thanked the Council and Mayor for the opportunity.

RESOLUTION R-58-26
AWARD OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT TO DORSEY & SEMRAU
WHEREAS, the Borough of Califon has a need to acquire professional Attorney services without competitive bidding pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A- 20.5; and
WHEREAS, the anticipated term of this contract is through December 31, 2027; and
WHEREAS, Fred Semrau of Dorsey & Semrau, LLC has agreed to provide Municipal Attorney services for the remainder of calendar year 2026 and for 2027; and
WHEREAS, Fred Semrau of Dorsey & Semrau, LLC has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Dorsey & Semrau, LLC have not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of Califon in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Dorsey & Semrau, LLC from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and
WHEREAS, the Borough desires to award the contract to Fred Semrau; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the Resolution authorizing the award of contracts for “professional services” without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection.
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by Borough of Califon as follows:
1. The Borough of Califon hereby authorizes the execution of a professional services agreement with Fred Semrau of Dorsey & Semrau, LLC of Boonton, New Jersey as Borough of Califon Municipal Attorney for the remainder of 2026 and for 2027.
2. This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “professional service” in accordance with
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because said services are exempt from the provisions of the bidding statutes in that they are services rendered or performed by a person authorized by law to practice a recognized profession and are services which require knowledge of an advanced type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged course of specialized instruction as distinguished from general academic instruction or apprenticeship and training.
3. The Business Entity Disclosure Certification, and the Determination of Value shall be placed on file with this resolution.
4. This Resolution is subject to the Chief Financial Officer certifying to the availability of funds in the amount as herein referenced.
5. A Notice of this action shall be published once as required by law.
6. This Resolution shall take effect as provided herein 

	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	     
	
	     
	     X

	Haversang
	    
	    
	      X
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	    
	   X
	      X
	 
	 
	    

	Ruggiero
	 
	     
	      X
	 
	 
	      

	Smith
	    X
	     
	      X
	 
	 
	     

	Medea
	    
	 
	     
	 
	 
	      X




RESOLUTION R-60-26
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF CONTRACT WITH TOSHIBA FOR COPIER LEASE
WHEREAS, the Borough of Califon requires copier and printer equipment and related services for the efficient operation of Borough offices and departments; and

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that entering into a lease agreement for copier/printer equipment and related services is in the best interests of the Borough and its residents; and

WHEREAS, Toshiba Financial Services has submitted a proposal to provide the Borough with copier/printer equipment, maintenance, and supplies, pursuant to the terms and conditions set forth in its lease agreement; and

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the Toshiba model “ESTUDIO4525AC” will best serve its needs at a lower cost than its current printer/copier lease; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that sufficient funds are available for this expenditure in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-5.5.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Califon, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to enter into a contract with Toshiba Financial Services for the leasing of copier/printer equipment and the provision of related maintenance, supplies, service in accordance with the lease agreement approved by the Borough.

2. This lease agreement has a term of 60 months at a cost of $187 per month, including 1,000 black and white images per month, with excess images at $0.00900 per image, and 50 color images per month with excess images at $0.0600 per image.  Excess images will be billed quarterly. 

3. This agreement also includes return of the current leased printer/copier to Toshiba at no cost.

4. A copy of this resolution and the executed contract shall be kept on file and available for public inspection in the office of the Borough Clerk.

5. The execution and performance of the agreement shall be subject to all applicable federal, State of New Jersey, and local laws, regulations, ordinances, and public contracting requirements, including any requirements concerning competitive contracting, purchasing, funding, and budget authorization.

6. Any actions previously taken by Borough officials or employees that are consistent with the purposes and intent of this Resolution are hereby ratified and confirmed.

7. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption.


	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	     
	
	     
	     X

	Haversang
	    
	    
	     X
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	    
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	    

	Ruggiero
	   X
	     
	     X
	 
	 
	      

	Smith
	   
	     X
	     X
	 
	 
	     

	Medea
	    
	 
	     
	 
	 
	      X



CONSENT AGENDA
(Adoption upon Roll Call)
 “Consent Agenda items are routine and will be enacted with a single motion. Any items that require expenditures are supported by a certification of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent Agenda items (indicated with *) will be reflected in the full minutes.”
*LIST OF BILLS

*APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
	July 14, 2026 – Regular Meeting 

* RESOLUTION R-59-26
AUTHORIZING EXECUTIONG OF CONTRACT WITH INTERSTATE WASTE SERVICES FOR HOUSEHOLD GOODS PICK-UP
WHEREAS, the Borough of Califon desires to provide for the pickup and disposal of household goods within the Borough as a one-time service for the benefit of its residents; and
WHEREAS, Interstate Waste Services, Inc., has submitted a proposal to perform said services at a rate of $2,475.00 per truckload and $130.00 per ton for disposal; and
WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the pricing provided is fair and reasonable and that Interstate Waste Services, Inc. is qualified and capable of performing the services; and
WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that sufficient funds are available for this expenditure in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-5.5.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Califon, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, as follows:
8. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to enter into a contract with Interstate Waste Services, Inc. for the one-time pickup and disposal of household goods at the rates of $2,475.00 per truckload and $130.00 per ton for disposal, in accordance with the proposal submitted.
9. This contract is awarded without competitive bidding in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1, as the total amount is below the bid threshold established by the Local Public Contracts Law.
10. A copy of this resolution and the executed contract shall be kept on file and available for public inspection in the office of the Borough Clerk.
11. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	     
	
	     
	     X

	Haversang
	    
	    
	     X
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	    X
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	    

	Ruggiero
	 
	     X
	     X
	 
	 
	      

	Smith
	   
	     
	     X
	 
	 
	     

	Medea
	    
	 
	     
	 
	 
	      X


COMMITTEE REPORTS
C.M. Haversang – Environmental Committee held a meeting on August 11, 2026. The Committee is preparing for the Street Fair and will have a table with materials providing information on invasive species, plastic pollution, and stormwater.  Mr. Haversang added as a note that he took materials to the Warren County landfill which he found to be easy and inexpensive. 
CM. Janas – Planning Board has not had a meeting in July or August. Their next meeting is scheduled for September 30, 2026, during which they will have a public hearing. 
C.M. Smith- The Califon Board of Education held a meeting on July 15, 2026, during which they welcomed their new Superintendent, Dr. Jones, whose contract runs through July 30, 2030. The BOE also held a meeting on August 12, 2026, at which time it was reported that the school enrollment was projected to be 96 students. They also had some new tuition applications. 
C.M. Ruggiero – Parks and Recreation is working on sponsorships for the Street Fair. IT- the next edition of the Crier will be out in September. 
MAYOR’S REPORT – Mayor Daniel restated his gratitude for Attorney Anderson’s time with the Borough. He also stated that the Borough had received a draft of a resolution concerning how law enforcement personnel are treated and will consider that for the September meeting. 
PUBLIC COMMENT- None
ADJOURNMENT – 7:52 pm
	Council Member
	
	Motion
	Second

	Bittay
	
	
	

	Haversang
	
	 
	 

	Janas
	
	    
	        X

	Ruggiero
	
	 
	 

	Smith
	
	   X   
	 

	Medea
	
	 
	    


All were in favor.



