BOROUGH OF CALIFON COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
July 14, 2026
7:00 pm
MINUTES
CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Daniel called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and read the following Open Public Meetings Act statement: “I would like to announce and have placed in the minutes that adequate notice of this Regular Meeting of the Califon Borough Council has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by notification to the Star Ledger and Hunterdon Review. In addition, a copy of this notice was posted on the bulletin board in the municipal building and is on file in the Clerk/Administrator’s office”.  
FLAG SALUTE
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

ROLL CALL
	Council Member
	Present
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	     X

	Haversang
	 
	     X

	Janas
	    X
	 

	Ruggiero
	    X
	     

	Smith
	    X
	 

	Medea
	    X
	    


Also present: Mayor Daniel, Clerk/Administrator Haughey, Attorney Anderson via Zoom 

CORRESPONDENCE 
Clerk/Administrator Haughey detailed correspondence that had been sent to Council Members via email including:
Letters of support she sent for the Califon Fire Co and the First Aid squad grant applications.
The 2026 tax rate from Hunterdon County
	Notification of the Califon First Aid Squad Tag Sale on September 12, 2026
	American Water Notice of Public Meeting (merger)
	Invitation to this year’s Hunterdon County 25th Anniversary Commemoration of September 11th w/RSVP
	Thank you note from the Deputy Clerk, Kirsten Bencivengo, for the sympathy flowers. 
	Lebanon Township adopted an ordinance prohibiting data centers in any Township Zone 
	Cooling Centers remain active for anyone without power, or without air conditioning.
	goHunterdon will set up the speed sign on Main Street by the Water Authority property.
Mayor Daniel mentioned an invitation to Council and all residents for a Liberty Pole raising on August 15, 2026 at 11:00 am in Lebanon Township. 
		
OLD BUSINESS- None

NEW BUSINESS
CONSENT AGENDA
(Adoption upon Roll Call)
 “Consent Agenda items are routine and will be enacted with a single motion. Any items that require expenditures are supported by a certification of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent Agenda items (indicated with *) will be reflected in the full minutes.”

*RESOLUTION R-57-26
AUTHORIZING SPECIAL EMERGENCY APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE PREPARATION AND
EXECUTION OF A COMPLETE REVALUATION PROGRAM
WHEREAS, it has been found necessary to make an Emergency Appropriation to meet certain extraordinary expenses to be incurred by the Borough of Califon for the preparation and execution of a complete revaluation program; and,

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-53(b) provides that it shall be lawful to make such appropriation, which shall be provided for in succeeding annual budgets by the inclusion of an appropriation of at least one-fifth of the amount authorized pursuant to this act.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, (by not less than two-thirds of all governing body members affirmatively concurring) that in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:4-55:  

An emergency appropriation is hereby made for the Preparation and Execution of a Complete Revaluation Program in the total amount of $79,075.00.

That the emergency appropriation shall be provided for in the budgets of the next five succeeding years by the inclusion of not less than $15,815.00 (one-fifth of the total amount) in each annual budget until the appropriation has been fully provided for.

That the statement required by the Local Finance Board has been filed with the Clerk and a copy will be transmitted to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services.  

That two (2) certified copies of this resolution will be filed with the Director of the Division of Local Government Services.

*LIST OF BILLS

*APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
	June 1, 2026 – Regular Meeting 
	June 16, 2026 – Regular Meeting 

	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	     
	
	     
	     X

	Haversang
	    
	    
	     
	 
	 
	     X

	Janas
	    
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	    

	Ruggiero
	 
	      X
	   *X
	 
	  minutes    
	

	Smith
	    X
	     
	     X
	 
	 
	     

	Medea
	    
	 
	 **X
	 
	  minutes    
	 


*X –Council Member Ruggiero abstained on the vote to approve the meeting minutes from June 1, 2026, and June 16, 2026
**X -Council Member Medea abstained on the vote to approve the meeting minutes from June 16, 2026.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Committee Member Medea (Parks & Rec Committee) Califon Fun days are being held this week, Monday through Friday. There are 25 children signed up for the daily one-hour event. Amy Overman from JCP&L sent an email concerning the needed maintenance for the holiday outlet at Califon Commons. CM Medea will follow up. (Buildings & Grounds) The parking lot needs to be addressed. The flags on the bridge need to be removed. 
Committee Member Janas (Planning Board) The Board has not met since the last Council Meeting.  The next meeting is scheduled for July 29, 2026. 
Committee Member Smith (Board of Education) The BOE held a meeting on June 24, 2026. They reported an anticipated enrollment for the 2026-2027 school year at 101 students. There are 15 Pre-K students paying tuition fees, and 6 K-8 students paying tuition fees, for a total of $131,000. The next meeting is scheduled for July 15, 2026, with the anticipated approval of Dr. Jones as the new superintendent. 
Committee Member Ruggiero (Califon Crier) The next edition of the Crier will be out at the end of the month. CM Ruggiero also mentioned that Pershing and Second Streets need to be striped following the repaving that took place. 

MAYOR’S REPORT
Mayor Daniel reported on the storms that affected the Borough on Friday, July 3 and Sunday, July 5, 2026. While the Friday storm was worse in other areas of Hunterdon County, the Sunday storm was worse for Califon. Trees came through 4 residential structures and 1 mixed use/commercial building, but none caused structural compromises of the buildings. Chief Liam Morris of the Califon Fire Company did an excellent job setting up a command center so that all emergency services were coordinated together. The Fire Company, First Aid Squad and OEM Coordinator George Waseleski and Deputy Coordinator Spry all participated in the response. Mayor Daniel also praised the responsiveness of JCP&L in getting power back to residents who lost it during the storm. 
PUBLIC COMMENT
Califon Fire Chief Liam Morris also reported on the storm. He stated that there were no injuries. He also commented that with the bridge being out, that can turn their response time into 15 minutes.  
ADJOURNMENT 7:29 pm
	Council Member
	
	Motion
	Second

	Bittay
	
	
	

	Haversang
	
	 
	 

	Janas
	
	    
	        X

	Ruggiero
	
	 
	 

	Smith
	
	  X     
	 

	Medea
	
	 
	    




