BOROUGH OF CALIFON COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES JUNE 1, 2026
CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Daniel called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. “I would like to announce and have placed in the minutes that adequate notice of this Regular Meeting of the Califon Borough Council has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by publication of the legal notice in the Star Ledger and the Hunterdon Review. In addition, a copy of this notice was posted on the bulletin board in the municipal building and is on file in the Clerk/Administrator’s office”.  

FLAG SALUTE – The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

ROLL CALL
	Council Member
	Present
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	     X

	Haversang
	   X
	    

	Janas
	   X
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	     X

	Smith
	   X
	 

	Medea
	   X
	 


Also present: Mayor Daniel, Clerk/Administrator Haughey, Attorney Anderson via phone

CORRESPONDENCE 
Clerk/Administrator Haughey informed the Council that Bruce Morrow requested signs in Califon Island Park to remind park visitors to curb their dog, or face fines. Signs will be ordered. 

OLD BUSINESS
There was no old business.

NEW BUSINESS
CONSENT AGENDA
(Adoption upon Roll Call)
 “Consent Agenda items are routine and will be enacted with a single motion. Any items that require expenditures are supported by a certification of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent Agenda items (indicated with *) will be reflected in the full minutes.”

*RESOLUTION R-51-26
CALLING FOR THE RESTORATION OF ENERGY TAX RECEIPTS AND INCREASED MUNICIPAL AID TO
PROVIDE REAL PROPERTY TAX RELIEF

WHEREAS, taxes on gas and electric utilities were originally collected by the host municipalities to be used for local purposes and to compensate the public for the use of their rights of way; and
WHEREAS, when the State made itself the collection agent for these taxes, it promised to dedicate the proceeds to municipal property tax relief; since, just as municipalities collect property taxes for the benefit of school districts, counties and other entities, the State is supposed to collect Energy Taxes for the benefit of municipal governments; and
WHEREAS, under various administrations through the years, the State budget has diverted funding from Energy Taxes to fund State programs; and instead of being spent on local programs and services and used to offset property taxes, the money has been spent as successive Legislatures and Administrations have seen fit; and
WHEREAS, while the State may need to have the right to override the statutory dedication of these revenues to local governments, in order to deal with emergencies and crises that may occur; current State policymakers should not exercise that right automatically; and
WHEREAS, while that right should be the exception, it has become the rule; and
WHEREAS, by keeping flat funding of the appropriation for CMPTRA year-over-year, State Budget makers have been able to continue collecting Energy Taxes, while keeping additional revenue that should have been returned to provide property tax relief; and
WHEREAS, in SFY 2023, the State did provide some much-needed relief in the allocation of $75 million of new funds identified as the Municipal Relief Fund; and
WHEREAS, in SFY 2024, the State allocated $150 million in Municipal Relief Funds, however, in SFY 2025 and, as proposed in SFY2026, no allocation will exist; and
WHEREAS, in the proposed SFY budget is $60.7 billion, but Energy Tax Receipt funding is remaining flat at $1.45 billon, a level that has remained largely unchanged despite inflation and rising operational costs; and
WHEREAS, the cumulative impact of years of flat funding and underfunding has left many municipalities with serious needs and burdensome property taxes; and
WHEREAS, local elected officials are in the best position to decide the best use of these resources that were always intended to fund local programs and services.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Council of Califon Borough, in the county of Hunterdon, calls for the immediate restoration of funding of Energy Taxes consistent with the State’s original commitments; increase formula based municipal aid to reflect inflation and rising service costs; and reestablish a fair and reliable fiscal partnership between the State and local governments; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution is forwarded to Assembly Members DiMaio and Peterson, Senator Steinhardt, the Commissioner of the Department of Community Affairs Jacquelyn Suárez, the State Treasurer Aaron Binder, the Lieutenant Governor Dale Caldwell, the Governor of the State of New Jersey Mikie Sherrill, and the New Jersey State League of Municipalities. 

*RESOLUTION R-52-26
APPROVAL OF CLUB LIQUOR LICENSE RENEWAL TO CALIFON FIRE COMPANY
WHEREAS, the renewal application forms are required to be complete in all respects and the applicants are qualified to be licensed according to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey State Statutes and regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 
WHEREAS, the New Jersey Division of Taxation and Alcoholic Beverage Control laws require issuance of a Tax Clearance Certificate as a condition of renewal for every club liquor licensee in the State of New Jersey; and 
WHEREAS, the following licensee has obtained a Tax Clearance Certificate from the New Jersey Division of Taxation, and the Borough is in receipt of the fee associated with the application. 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that the following application for renewal of Club Liquor License be granted, effective July 1, 2026 through June 30, 2027; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Municipal Clerk, or her duly authorized agent, is hereby authorized to sign, issue, and deliver such license to the following licensee:
NAME AND TRADE NAME, IF ANY             LICENSE NO. 	      	ADDRESS
CALIFON FIRE COMPANY INC	                 1004-31-002-002        	41 Main Street
							                              	Califon, N.J. 07830
*RESOLUTION R-53-26
APPROVAL OF PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LIQUOR LICENSE RENEWAL TO KOHA, LLC
WHEREAS, the renewal application forms are required to be complete in all respects and the applicants are qualified to be licensed according to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey State Statutes and regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 
WHEREAS, the New Jersey Division of Taxation and Alcoholic Beverage Control laws require issuance of a Tax Clearance Certificate as a condition of renewal for every plenary retail consumption liquor licensee in the State of New Jersey; and 
WHEREAS, the following licensee has obtained a Tax Clearance Certificate from the New Jersey Division of Taxation, and the Borough is in receipt of the fee associated with the application. 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that the following application for renewal of Plenary Retail Consumption Liquor License be granted, effective July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2027; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Municipal Clerk, or her duly authorized agent, is hereby authorized to sign, issue, and deliver such license to the following licensee:
NAME AND TRADE NAME, IF ANY             LICENSE NO. 	      	ADDRESS
KOHA, LLC				                 1004-33-003-003        	438 Route 513 	
t/a Brasserie 513					                              	Califon, N.J. 07830
*RESOLUTION R-54-26
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF ESTIMATED TAX BILLS FOR THE 2026 THIRD QUARTER PAYMENT
WHEREAS, it is anticipated that the Borough of Califon will not be able to issue tax bills for the third quarter 2026 payment on a timely basis due to the failure of the State of New Jersey to provide the necessary certification to the County Board of Taxation; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Califon has determined that there could be insufficient cash flow to support operations in August if the tax bills are not sent out shortly; and

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey, Division of Local Government Services, is unable to provide a timeframe for the provision of the necessary certification to the County Board of Taxation.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough of Califon, of the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that:
	
1. The Tax Collector is hereby directed to take all steps necessary to send out estimated tax bills for the third quarter 2026. The entire estimated tax levy for 2026 is hereby set at $ 6,113,389.30 and the estimated tax rate is $4.102
    
1. In accordance with the law, the third installment of 2026 taxes shall not be subject to interest until the date of August 10th or the 25th calendar day after the date the estimated tax bills are mailed.  The estimated tax bills shall contain a notice specifying the date on which interest may begin to accrue.

*LIST OF BILLS

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
	May 5, 2026 – Regular Meeting – This was tabled due to email issues with the Borough email and is NOT included in the Consent Agenda approval. 

	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	     
	
	     
	     X

	Haversang
	    X
	    
	     X
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	    
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	    

	Ruggiero
	 
	     
	     
	 
	 
	      X

	Smith
	   
	     X
	     X
	 
	 
	     

	Medea
	    
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	     



COMMITTEE REPORTS
CM Medea – No report.
CM Haversang – Memorial Day parade and ceremony was wonderful. Environmental Committee will do invasive plant removal in the summer. 
CM Janas – No report.
CM Smith – Board of Education meeting was held on May 13, 2026. They received a $2K donation for teacher appreciation week for outdoor benches.  Between June 22nd and August 14, 2026 the school offices will be open Mondays through Thursdays, from 8 am to 1 pm. There was an executive session at the end of the meeting to discuss the search for the chief school administrator. 
MAYOR’S REPORT- the Planning Board had a historic review for a house on Mill Street where the resident is upgrading the home, adding new windows to meet current fire code standards and removing one of two front doors.  The Mayor also reported that the Hunterdon Area Energy Cooperative, which Califon is the lead agency for, will go out to bid for the next contract on July 28, 2026. As always, anyone who wishes to opt out should call the number of the postcards that were sent to residents. 
PUBLIC COMMENT - None
ADJOURNMENT at 7:29 PM 
	Council Member
	
	Motion
	Second

	Bittay
	
	
	

	Haversang
	
	 
	 

	Janas
	
	    
	        X

	Ruggiero
	
	 
	 

	Smith
	
	   X  
	 

	Medea
	
	 
	    


All were in favor. 



