BOROUGH OF CALIFON COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES MAY 5, 2026
CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Daniel called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. “I would like to announce and have placed in the minutes that adequate notice of this Regular Meeting of the Califon Borough Council has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by publication of the legal notice in the Star Ledger and the Hunterdon Review. In addition, a copy of this notice was posted on the bulletin board in the municipal building and is on file in the Clerk/Administrator’s office”.  

FLAG SALUTE – The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

ROLL CALL
	Council Member
	Present
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	     X

	Haversang
	   X
	    

	Janas
	   X
	 

	Ruggiero
	   X
	     

	Smith
	   X
	 

	Medea
	   X
	 


Also present: Mayor Daniel, Clerk/Administrator Haughey, CFO Coppola, Treasurer Monahan, Attorney Anderson via Zoom 

CORRESPONDENCE 
Clerk/Administrator Haughey reviewed the correspondence that was sent to Council Members. 
Attorney Mark Anderson submitted his resignation, effective July 31, 2026. 
Hunterdon County invited Council Members to participate in the June 14, 2026 parade celebrating the nation’s 250th. 
Charlie is invited to participate in a “Freedom Pole” raising in Tewksbury also celebrating the nation’s 250th. 

OLD BUSINESS- None 
NEW BUSINESS
RESOLUTION R-45-26
BUDGET TO BE READ BY TITLE ONLY 
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	     
	
	     
	     X

	Haversang
	 
	    
	     X
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	    
	    X
	     X
	 
	 
	    

	Ruggiero
	 
	     
	     X
	 
	 
	      

	Smith
	    X
	    
	     X
	 
	 
	     

	Medea
	    
	 
	      X
	 
	 
	     



BUDGET HEARING 
CFO Coppola gave a presentation on the budget. 
Mayor Daniel opened the meeting for public comment on the 2026 Municipal Budget. There were no public comments. 
Mayor Daniel closed the meeting to the public. 

RESOLUTION R-46-26
ADOPTION OF 2026 MUNICIPAL BUDGET
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	     
	
	     
	     X

	Haversang
	 
	     X
	     X
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	    X
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	    

	Ruggiero
	 
	     
	     X
	 
	 
	      

	Smith
	   
	    
	     X
	 
	 
	     

	Medea
	    
	 
	      X
	 
	 
	     



Mayor Daniel commented that the CFO, Treasurer, and Budget Committee did a great job on this year’s budget, and that Committee Members Haversang and Medea also did a great job negotiating the new shared services contract for police services. 

RESOLUTION 47-26
GOVERNING BODY CERTIFICATION OF THE ANNUAL AUDIT
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	     
	
	     
	     X

	Haversang
	 
	    
	     X
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	    
	   X
	     X
	 
	 
	    

	Ruggiero
	 
	     
	     X
	 
	 
	      

	Smith
	    X
	    
	     X
	 
	 
	     

	Medea
	    
	 
	     X 
	 
	 
	     



Mayor Daniel drew attention to the summary page and noted that there were no material weaknesses or non-compliance items in the audit. 

RESOLUTION 48-26
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF CONTRACT FOR COUNTY MANDATED PROPERTY REVALUATION
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	     
	
	     
	     X

	Haversang
	    X
	    
	     X
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	    
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	    

	Ruggiero
	 
	     
	     X
	 
	 
	      

	Smith
	   
	    
	     X
	 
	 
	     

	Medea
	    
	   X
	      X
	 
	 
	     



RESOLUTION 49-26
CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE UNITED STATES EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY COMMISSION’S “ENFORCEMENT GUIDANCE ON THE CONSIDERATION OF ARREST AND CONVICTION RECORDS IN EMPLOYMENT DECISIONS UNDER TITLE VII OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1964”
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	     
	     
	
	     
	     X

	Haversang
	 
	     X
	     X
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	    
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	    

	Ruggiero
	 
	     
	     X
	 
	 
	      

	Smith
	    X
	    
	     X
	 
	 
	     

	Medea
	    
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	     



CONSENT AGENDA
(Adoption upon Roll Call)
 “Consent Agenda items are routine and will be enacted with a single motion. Any items that require expenditures are supported by a certification of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent Agenda items (indicated with *) will be reflected in the full minutes.”

*LIST OF BILLS

*APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
March 3, 2026 – Regular Meeting 
March 17, 2026 – Regular Meeting 
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	     
	
	     
	     X

	Haversang
	 
	    
	     X
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	    
	 
	     X**
	 
	 
	    

	Ruggiero
	 
	      X
	     X*
	 
	 
	      

	Smith
	     X
	    
	     X
	 
	 
	     

	Medea
	    
	 
	     X**
	 
	 
	     


*Committee Member Ruggiero abstained from the March 3, 2026 minutes. 
**Committee Members Medea and Janas abstained from the March 17, 2026 minutes. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Committee Member Medea - Parks and Recreation Committee is getting ready for the Memorial Day Parade and the Street Fair.  The Committee needs new members as there are always the same people volunteering. The new flags up on Main Street look great. 
Committee Member Haversang - Rec Committee is securing sponsors for this year’s Street Fair. He also reported that the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall is coming to the Borough for Memorial Day weekend.  Environmental Commission: There was a river cleanup organized by Raritan Headwaters with 15 volunteers.  They collected 214 cans and 233 plastic bottles. He noted that there aren’t plastic bags in the river anymore, due to the single-use plastic bag ban in NJ. The EC is still fighting invasive species in the park. As Police Commissioner, CM Haversang reported that any lapse in response time from Washington Township Police due to Morris and Hunterdon Counties having different dispatch has been eliminated due to a new app being utilized. 
Committee Member Janas- Planning Board met on April 29, 2026 and held a hearing on 84 Main Street. Variances were approved for the property owner to be able to tear down an old, dilapidated garage and replace it with a new one. The next Planning Board meeting is scheduled for May 20, 2026. 
Committee Member Smith – Board of Education met on April 29, 2026. There are currently 87 students enrolled in Califon School. Five students will graduate this June.  For this school year, 2025-2026, there are 18 students in the Borough who have opted to use school choice and attend school in a different district. There are 6 students attending Califon School from out of the district.  The school collects tuition for those students. The BOE anticipates there will be 14 students in the Borough attending schools in different districts in the next school year, and 7 students paying tuition to attend Califon School. The 2026-2027 district budget will increase by 3.75 percent. There are large increases in the costs for both employee insurance costs, and special ed costs. The district received a $50K grant for a pre-k and kindergarten playground. 
Committee Member Ruggiero-The recent edition of the Crier was published.  It is becoming difficult to come up with cover stories, so any guest writers for that would be more than welcome. Streets & Roads – issues have been stressful. Our contacts from Aqua have been proactive and understanding. Mayor Daniel commented that CM Ruggiero has done a great job staying on top of everything. 
PUBLIC COMMENT - None


RESOLUTION: R-50-26
RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR A MEETING NOT OPEN TO THE PUBLIC IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NEW JERSEY OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	     
	
	     
	     X

	Haversang
	 
	    
	     X 
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	    
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	    

	Ruggiero
	 
	     X
	     X
	 
	 
	      

	Smith
	    X
	    
	     X
	 
	 
	     

	Medea
	    
	 
	      X
	 
	 
	     


The Borough Council went into Executive Session at 7:44 pm. 

The Borough Council voted to end Executive Session at 8:33 pm . 
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	     
	
	     
	     X

	Haversang
	 
	    
	     X
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	    
	    X
	     X
	 
	 
	    

	Ruggiero
	 
	     
	     X
	 
	 
	      

	Smith
	   X
	    
	     X
	 
	 
	     

	Medea
	    
	 
	      X
	 
	 
	     



The Borough Council voted to adjourn the meeting at 8:33 pm. 
	Council Member
	
	Motion
	Second

	Bittay
	
	
	

	Haversang
	
	 
	 

	Janas
	
	    
	      

	Ruggiero
	
	 
	       X

	Smith
	
	    X
	 

	Medea
	
	 
	    





