BOROUGH OF CALIFON COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING BOROUGH OF CALIFON COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES MARCH 17, 2026
CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Daniel called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. “I would like to announce and have placed in the minutes that adequate notice of this Regular Meeting of the Califon Borough Council has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by publication of the legal notice in the Star Ledger and the Hunterdon Review. In addition, a copy of this notice was posted on the bulletin board in the municipal building and is on file in the Clerk/Administrator’s office”.  

FLAG SALUTE – The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

ROLL CALL
	Council Member
	Present
	Absent

	Bittay
	    X
	     

	Haversang
	    X
	 

	Janas
	 
	     X

	Ruggiero
	    X
	     

	Smith
	    X
	 

	Medea
	 
	     X


Also present: Mayor Daniel, Clerk/Administrator Haughey, Attorney Anderson via Zoom 

CORRESPONDENCE 
Council was asked if anyone could attend the meeting at the County on March 27, discussing economic development. No one was able to attend. 
OLD BUSINESS
None
NEW BUSINESS

CONSENT AGENDA
(Adoption upon Roll Call)
 “Consent Agenda items are routine and will be enacted with a single motion. Any items that require expenditures are supported by a certification of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent Agenda items (indicated with an*) will be reflected in the full minutes.”

*LIST OF BILLS

*RESOLUTION R-40-26
        APPROVAL OF LOSAP LISTS FOR 2024-2025
WHEREAS, as per Ordinance 2001-03, the LOSAP program requires that a certified list of eligible volunteers from an emergency service organization be submitted for review by the sponsoring agency; and

WHEREAS, said required list of members eligible to receive LOSAP benefits for November 1, 2024 through October 31, 2025, was received from the Califon Fire Company and the Califon First Aid Squad as follows:

Califon Fire Company: 	20 members	$11,000
Califon First Aid Squad	  8 members 	$  4,400
TOTAL				$15,400

WHEREAS, the sponsoring agency has 30 days to review the submitted list and request any records deemed necessary to ensure the list is accurate; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough of Califon Council that the lists submitted by the Califon Fire Company and the Califon First Aid Squad are hereby approved; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of the eligible member list, together with a copy of this Resolution, be returned to the Califon Fire Company or the Califon First Aid for the 30-day required posting.
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	     X
	
	     
	     

	Haversang
	 
	     X
	     X
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	    
	 
	     
	 
	 
	      X

	Ruggiero
	    X
	     
	     X
	 
	 
	      

	Smith
	   
	    
	     X
	 
	 
	     

	Medea
	    
	 
	     
	 
	 
	      X



COMMITTEE REPORTS
Committee Member Haversang – Environmental Commission and Kathy Schwarz are discussing an invasive plant removal project at the park this summer. 
Committee Member Smith – The Califon Board of Education changed their meeting to tonight. On the agenda is the retirement of Lisa Cougar and Lori Montesian. They have been there a long time and will be greatly missed. Califon School got a 6% state aid increase, which was among the highest in the state. 
Committee Member Bittay – Planning Boad will meet tomorrow and has a public hearing for an application. 
Committee member Ruggiero – The winners of the Parks and Rec snowman contest were announced. There were 3 winners and 22 families participated. The Committee discussed doing something similar for Christmas lights.  It was great because we have such a volunteer shortage and this required very little work. The egg hunt is coming up on Sunday, March 29. The next edition of the Crier is going out next week or the following. 
MAYOR’S REPORT
Mayor Daniel reported that there was a preliminary budget meeting with the budget committee. The Borough’s budget is small, but we do have capital projects like the parking pad in the back and the back ramp. He has a meeting coming up with the fire company and he will discuss it with them since it is their property. The county mandated revaluation of property is another factor in the budget. One option is an emergency appropriation which can be paid over 5 years. Another budget meeting will be scheduled with the group. The budget will be introduced at the April 7 meeting, and then the budget hearing and adoption at the May 5th meeting. 
PUBLIC COMMENT
Rikki Massad, Whitehouse Station resident, the meeting on March 27 at the county will focus on the Hunterdon County Improvement Authority as well as economic development and tourism. He also commented on the fly-tying event held by South Branch Outfitters which was really well attended and a great event. 
RESOLUTION R-41-26
RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR A MEETING NOT OPEN TO THE PUBLIC IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that an Executive Session, not open to the public, shall be held immediately following the adoption of this Resolution for:
Consideration of acquisition of public property
Discussion involving the attorney-client privilege
At the conclusion of the Executive Session, the regular meeting will be concluded, and no action will be taken.
The minutes of the closed session will be made available to the public when the acquisition of property is completed of abandoned and the public interest no longer requires confidentiality.
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	     X
	
	     
	     

	Haversang
	 
	     
	     X
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	    
	 
	     
	 
	 
	      X

	Ruggiero
	    
	     X
	     X
	 
	 
	      

	Smith
	    X
	    
	     X
	 
	 
	     

	Medea
	    
	 
	     
	 
	 
	      X



The Borough Council entered executive session at 7:21 pm and exited at 7:30 pm. 
ADJOURNMENT  7:30 pm
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second

	Bittay
	
	     X

	Haversang
	 
	 

	Janas
	    
	      

	Ruggiero
	 
	 

	Smith
	     X
	 

	Medea
	 
	    




