BOROUGH OF CALIFON COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES FEBRUARY 17, 2026
CALL TO ORDER
Council President Medea called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. “I would like to announce and have placed in the minutes that adequate notice of this Regular Meeting of the Califon Borough Council has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by publication of the legal notice in the Star Ledger and the Hunterdon Review. In addition, a copy of this notice was posted on the bulletin board in the municipal building and is on file in the Clerk/Administrator’s office”.  

FLAG SALUTE – The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

ROLL CALL
	Council Member
	Present
	Absent

	Bittay
	    X
	     

	Haversang
	    X
	 

	Janas
	    X
	 

	Ruggiero
	    X
	 

	Smith
	    X
	    

	Medea
	    X
	


Also in attendance: Clerk/Administrator Haughey, Attorney Anderson via Zoom until 7:30 pm
Absent: Mayor Daniel 

PUBLIC COMMENT – Council President Medea opened the meeting for public comment.
Joe Pulley, Maria Venezio, residents, stated that they were without water from Tuesday, February 10 through Sunday, February 15. Due to the extensive work, what had been a stone road is all mud. Montana promised that they would be back tomorrow (February 18) to put more stone down. They wanted to know what the Borough can do to ensure that it will be taken care of properly. Council President Medea stated that the paved road is Borough property, but the stone road is privately owned, and therefore the Borough doesn’t have jurisdiction over that.  Council Member Ruggiero stated that he would follow up with the Borough’s contact at Aqua to ascertain what is happening. 
Joi Schuyler, resident, asked if the trees along First Street marked with “X” are going to be removed. Council President Medea stated that the Borough is unsure who had marked those trees and what the plan for them had been. 
There being no further comments, Council President Medea closed the meeting to the public.
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
Clerk/Administrator Haughey called the Council’s attention to an email forwarded to Council from Sgt. Seabeck of WTPD regarding proposed changes to make Main Street safer. Council expressed interest in having Sgt. Seabeck attend a Council meeting in March to discuss it further.  

OLD BUSINESS
Council President Medea announced that the hearings on Ordinances 02-26, 03-26, and 04-26 are tabled to the March 3, 2026, Borough Council Meeting

NEW BUSINESS

CONSENT AGENDA
(Adoption upon Roll Call)
 “Consent Agenda items are routine and will be enacted with a single motion. Any items that require expenditures are supported by a certification of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent Agenda items (indicated with *) will be reflected in the full minutes.”

*LIST OF BILLS



*RESOLUTION R-32-26
AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF CALIFON AND THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY FOR THE PROVISION OF PUBLIC WORKS SERVICES BY THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY TO THE BOROUGH OF CALIFON, PURSUANT TO THE UNIFORM SHARED SERVICES AND CONSOLIDATION ACT
WHEREAS, the Borough of Califon, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey is desirous of achieving economies by having the Township of Tewksbury in the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, provide public works services to the Borough of Califon; and

WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury is willing to provide such public works services on the same basis as public works services are provided in the Township of Tewksbury if it is compensated for the cost of such services and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Califon and the Township of Tewksbury have arrived at an understanding regarding the provision of public works services by the Township of Tewksbury to the Borough of Califon for a period of one year and this understanding has been embodied in an Interlocal Shared Service Agreement; and

WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury providing public works services to the Borough of Califon is authorized by the Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act (NJSA40A:65-1 et seq.) and the Shared Service Agreement may be entered into between the Township of Tewksbury and the Borough of Califon if the same is authorized by Resolution of the Township of Tewksbury and by Resolution of the Borough of Califon.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, as follows:

	Section 1.	Upon the authorization of entering into the Shared Service Agreement by proper Resolution of the Borough of Califon, the Borough Council President and Municipal Clerk be, and hereby are authorized to execute the Shared Service Agreement for a one-year period from January 1, 2026 to December 31, 2026.

	Section 2.	The Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Califon is hereby directed to maintain on file, in the office of the Municipal Clerk, a copy of the Shared Service Agreement upon adoption of the enabling Resolution.  The same shall be available for public inspection at the office of the Clerk during regular business hours, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday through Thursday.

	Section 3.	A copy of this Agreement shall be filed, for informational purposes, with the Department of Community Affairs, Division of Local Government Services, pursuant to rules and regulations promulgated by the Division. 

ROLL CALL FOR CONSENT AGENDA
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	     X
	
	     
	     

	Haversang
	 
	    
	     X
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	 
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	     X
	     X
	 
	 
	     

	Smith
	   X
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	     

	Medea
	    
	 
	     X 
	 
	 
	     



COMMITTEE REPORTS
CM Medea - no report

Committee Member Haversang - no report

Committee Member Janas - Planning/Zoning Board will meet Wednesday, February 18, 2026. 

Committee Member Smith - The Califon Board of Education will meet Wednesday, February 18, 2026. 

Committee Member Ruggiero - The Crier will go out this week. As Streets & Roads Liaison, he will follow up with Adam Jones at Aqua regarding First Street and ask for daily updates on emergency work in the future.
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – Council President Medea opened the meeting for public comment.
Ben Reddit, resident, asked why there is a Resolution for a meeting not open to the public, if this is supposed to be a public meeting. Council President Medea responded that there are some topics, such as contract negotiations, or salaries, that the Council initially discusses privately, but any action taken will always be done in public. He further stated that following tonight’s Executive Session, there will be no action taken and the meeting will be immediately adjourned. 
There being no further comments, Council President Medea closed the meeting to the public. 

RESOLUTION-R-30-26
RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR A MEETING NOT OPEN TO THE PUBLIC IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NEW JERSEY OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that an Executive Session, not open to the public, shall be held immediately following the adoption of this Resolution for:
Shared Services contract negotiations for police and court services 
At the conclusion of the Executive Session, the regular meeting will continue but no action will be taken. 
The Borough Council may disclose the minutes when negotiations are complete and there is no longer a need for confidentiality.

	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	     X
	
	     
	     

	Haversang
	 
	    
	     X
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	    X
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	     

	Smith
	 
	     X
	     X
	 
	 
	     

	Medea
	    
	 
	     X 
	 
	 
	     



The Borough Council entered Executive Session at 7:52 p.m.
The Executive Session ended at 8:27 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT - TIME: 8:27 p.m.
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second

	Bittay
	
	      X

	Haversang
	 
	 

	Janas
	    X
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	 

	Smith
	    
	 

	Medea
	 
	    




