BOROUGH OF CALIFON COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF OCTOBER 6, 2025

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Daniel called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. “I would like to announce and have placed in the minutes that adequate notice of this Regular Meeting of the Califon Borough Council has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by publication of the legal notice in the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat. In addition, a copy of this notice was posted on the bulletin board in the municipal building and is on file in the Clerk/Administrator’s office”.  
FLAG SALUTE – The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

ROLL CALL
	Council Member
	Present
	Absent

	Bittay
	    X
	     

	Haversang
	    X
	     

	Janas
	    X
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	     X

	Smith
	    X
	 

	Medea
	    X
	    


Also present: Mayor Daniel, Clerk/Administrator Haughey

Mayor Daniel asked Chief Almer if he had anything to report. The Chief stated that the Department is working with Califon School on active shooter training. The Department is also preparing for the upcoming Street Fair, Mischief Night and Halloween, when they will have significant presence in the Borough.  Committee Member Haversang asked the Chief why the number of car stops in the Borough were lower for the month of September.  The Chief reported that one officer who spends the most time in the Borough was off for three weeks, but also that there were other officers doing speed checks in the Borough and the cars were not speeding. 

CORRESPONDENCE- None

PUBLIC COMMENT
Bruce Morrow, resident, stated that the pavilion in Califon Island Park needs a new roof. He received a quote of $6,500 for the project. Mayor Daniel stated that the job would have to be put out to bid, as required by law for municipalities. Mr. Morrow offered to see if he could get materials, or a dumpster, donated for the project, which Mayor Daniel appreciated. Mr. Morrow inquired about the possibility of having a “go fund me” for the roof, or other fundraising. Mr. Morrow asked who pays to groom the ball fields. CM Medea stated that the Borough pays to have the fields groomed, as there are no longer volunteers willing to do that. The money for it comes from the Open Space fund. Mr. Morrow also commented that he maintains the Veterans’ Memorial in the park and there is an increasing amount of garbage and dog waste that is not being picked up. Mayor Daniel stated that these are issues that every municipality faces, with most finding these problems increasing. Clerk/Administrator Haughey commented that she sent information to the Environmental Commission about the possibility of having students from Califon School do a clean-up day in the park. Mr. Morrow stated that there is a storage bin by the field which is in disrepair and needs to be removed. CM Medea stated that he used to spend a lot of time taking care of the park, but he no longer has the ability to do that and no one is stepping up to assist. Every committee in the Borough is facing the same issues with a lack of volunteers. Mr. Morrow inquired about having the DPW back drag the gravel in the parking lot. CM Medea replied that he didn’t know if that is included in their agreed scope of work, but we can ask if they are able to do that. Mr. Morrow reported that there are a number of the plastic tree sleeves which need to be removed. CM Haversang replied that the tree planting is on-going, he assisted Raritan Headwaters with planting an additional 350 trees last week, and that the removal of the sleeves is ongoing as well. 
OLD BUSINESS- None

NEW BUSINESS

CONSENT AGENDA
(Adoption upon Roll Call)
 “Consent Agenda items are routine and will be enacted with a single motion. Any items that require expenditures are supported by a certification of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent Agenda items (indicated with *) will be reflected in the full minutes.”

*LIST OF BILLS

APPROVAL OF MINUTES -  APPROVAL OF ALL MINUTES WAS TABLED
	August 18, 2026 – Regular Meeting
	September 1, 2026 – Regular Meeting
	September 15, 2026 – Regular Meeting  	

*RESOLUTION R-64-26
APPROVAL OF SOCIAL AFFAIRS PERMIT FOR THE CALIFON FIRE COMPANY AT THE CALIFON STREET FAIR ON OCTOBER 11, 2026
BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that the following application for a Social Affairs Permit has been approved to be issued in the Borough of Califon for the one-day, Califon Street Fair event on October 11, 2026; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Municipal Clerk or her duly authorized agent is hereby authorized, directed and ordered to sign, issue and deliver such permit to the following licensee:

NAME					Club License No		ADDRESS
Califon Fire Company			1004-31-002-002                    41 Main St
									Califon, NJ 07830
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	     X
	
	     
	     

	Haversang
	    
	    
	     X
	 
	 
	     

	Janas
	    
	    X
	     X
	 
	 
	    

	Ruggiero
	 
	     
	     
	 
	 
	     X

	Smith
	    X
	     
	     X
	 
	 
	     

	Medea
	    
	   
	     X
	 
	 
	      



COMMITTEE REPORTS
CM Medea - Parks and Recreation continues with preparations for the Street Fair. They are holding a final meeting tomorrow night, Wednesday, October 7th at 6:30 pm.  Volunteers are needed for the fair and can sign up for slots via a Sign-up Genius. 
CM Haversang – Environmental Commission – the NJ Invasive Species Strike Team treated areas of Califon Island Park on September 16, 2026. Trout Unlimited paid the $1,000 fee.  The Commission is planning for a pollinator garden near the pond.  The area is currently covered with plastic to smother invasive mugwort.  The plastic will remain for about a year and then the garden will be planted. 
CM. Janas – Planning Board held a meeting and public hearing on September 30, 2026, during which they approved a variance to allow a two-family house in a single-family zone for 21 First Street. The next meeting of the Board is scheduled for October 21, 2026. 
C.M. Smith- Califon Board of Education held a meeting on September 23, 2026. The current enrollment is 97 students, which is up 1, which is a tuition student. They had a “walking school bus” on October 1st 
MAYOR’S REPORT
Mayor Daniel reported that the Hunterdon Area Cooperative program went out to bid twice this year and did not authorize a new contract.  However, they have come to an agreement with the current provider, Constellation, to extend the current contract for 12 additional months. 
ADJOURNMENT: 7:41 on
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second

	Bittay
	
	     

	Haversang
	 
	     

	Janas
	 
	    X

	Ruggiero
	 
	     

	Smith
	   X
	 

	Medea
	 
	    


All were in favor. 

