BOROUGH OF CALIFON COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES JANUARY 20, 2026
CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Daniel called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. “I would like to announce and have placed in the minutes that adequate notice of this Regular Meeting of the Califon Borough Council has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by publication of the legal notice in the Star Ledger and the Hunterdon Review. In addition, a copy of this notice was posted on the bulletin board in the municipal building and is on file in the Clerk/Administrator’s office”.  

FLAG SALUTE – The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

ROLL CALL
	Council Member
	Present
	Absent

	Bittay
	    X
	     

	Haversang
	    X
	 

	Janas
	    X
	 

	Ruggiero
	    X
	 

	Smith
	    X
	    

	Medea
	    X
	


Also in attendance: Mayor Charles Daniel, Clerk/Administrator Haughey, Attorney Anderson via Zoom

OATH OF OFFICE FOR COUNCIL MEMBER
Mayor Daniel swore in Council Member Jason Bittay for a one-year unexpired term from January 1, 2026, through December 31, 2026. 

CORRESPONDENCE 
Clerk/Administrator Haughey advised Council that she had emailed Members a notice from the Secretary of State that “No holder of a public office or position shall demand payment or contribution from another holder of a public office or position for the campaign purposes of any candidate or for the use of any political party.”

PUBLIC COMMENT
Jim Kinney, resident, requested an update on the transfer of park land and the Weiss Mill dam from the County to the Borough. Attorney Anderson advised that the deed for the property is very old and not entirely legible, so he and the Counsel for the County are trying to work on the paperwork to ensure that the property is transferred correctly and accurately. Mr. Kinney added that he is the President of the local Trout Unlimited organization and they are anxious to begin a project once the transfer is complete. 

Connor Brophy, resident, stated that cars are parking up on what had been grass at the edge of his property and is now dirt and mud due to the parking. Clerk/Administrator Haughey advised that she would send a note to Dr. Cone to ask parents not to park on the grass. Mr. Brophy asked if there is a more permanent solution and Mayor Daniel advised that he could bring it to the Borough Engineer’s attention. 

Liam Morris, resident, informed Council that he is once again the Califon Fire Company Chief and invited Members to reach out with questions. Mayor Daniel thanked Chief Morris and stated that he and former Chief Bill Kibbler do a great job. 

Mayor Daniel asked Council President Medea to run the next portion of the meeting. 

CONSENT AGENDA
(Adoption upon Roll Call)
 “Consent Agenda items are routine and will be enacted with a single motion. Any items that require expenditures are supported by a certification of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent Agenda items (indicated with *) will be reflected in the full minutes.”

*LIST OF BILLS

*APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
December 16, 2025 Regular Meeting – tabled 
January 6, 2025 Reorganization Meeting

*RESOLUTION R-25-26
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN ADDENDUM TO THE FIFTH SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR POLICE SERVICES BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF CALIFON AND THE TOWNSHIP OF WASHINGTON
WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution R-2019-92, adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon on December 3, 2019, the Township of Washington and Borough of Califon entered into a fifth Shared Services Agreement for the provision of police services to the Borough; and

WHEREAS, the term of the fifth Shared Services Agreement was January 1, 2020 through December 31, 2025; and

WHEREAS, the parties are actively negotiating a sixth Shared Services Agreement for the Township to continue provision of police services to the Borough; and 

WHEREAS, in order to facilitate the negotiations, the Parties have agreed to extend the fifth Shared Services Agreement for a period of six (6) months; and 

WHEREAS, the Township of Washington and Borough of Califon have agreed to the terms of such extension in a written Addendum.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon, in the County of Hunterdon, and State of New Jersey as follows:

1. The properly authorized persons are hereby authorized and directed to execute the Addendum to the Fifth Shared Services Agreement for police services for an extension of six (6) months.

2. A copy of the Addendum and this Resolution shall be kept on file in the office of the Borough
Clerk for inspection by the public.

3. A copy of this Resolution and Addendum shall be filed, for informational purposes, with the
Division of Local Government Services in the Department of Community Affairs, pursuant to rules and regulations promulgated by the Director.

4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.


*RESOLUTION R-26-26
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN ADDENDUM TO THE FIFTH SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF CALIFON AND THE TOWNSHIP OF WASHINGTON FOR A SHARED MUNICIPAL COURT 
WHEREAS, in December 2019, the Township of Washington and Borough of Califon entered into a fifth Shared Services Agreement for a shared municipal court; and

WHEREAS, the term of the fifth Shared Services Agreement was January 1, 2020 through December 31, 2025; and

WHEREAS, the parties are actively negotiating a sixth Shared Services Agreement for the Township to continue hosting a shared municipal court; and 

WHEREAS, in order to facilitate the negotiations, the Parties have agreed to extend the fifth Shared Services Agreement for a period of six (6) months; and 

WHEREAS, the Township of Washington and Borough of Califon have agreed to the terms of such extension in a written Addendum.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon, in the County of Hunterdon, and State of New Jersey as follows:

1. The properly authorized persons are hereby authorized and directed to execute the Addendum to the Fifth Shared Services Agreement for a shared municipal court for an extension of six (6) months.

1. A copy of the Addendum and this Resolution shall be kept on file in the office of the Borough
Clerk for inspection by the public.

1. A copy of this Resolution and Addendum shall be filed, for informational purposes, with the
Division of Local Government Services in the Department of Community Affairs, pursuant to rules and regulations promulgated by the Director.

1. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

*RESOLUTION R-27-26
OUTSIDE TAX LIEN REDEMPTION REFUND
WHEREAS, the Tax Collector, in a letter dated January 20, 2026, has recommended to the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon that the necessary administrative action be taken to authorize a refund to the following lien holder, as per the attached, for a total of $53,628.65.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon, County of Hunterdon, New Jersey, that the amount of $53,628.65 be and the same is hereby refunded. 

ROLL CALL FOR CONSENT AGENDA
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	    X
	
	     
	     

	Haversang
	   
	    
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	 
	     X
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	     
	    X 
	 
	 
	 

	Smith
	    X
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	     

	Medea
	    
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	     



COMMITTEE REPORTS
CM Medea – Parks and Recreation – held their annual reorganization meeting on January 8th. Nate Snyder was unanimously elected as chair. There was discussion about the events for 2026. The first event is Easter, followed by Memorial Day. Bruce Morrow is arranging for the Vietnam Traveling Wall Memorial to be in the Borough for Memorial Day weekend, beginning with an opening ceremony on Friday. He has arranged for speakers for the ceremony on Memorial Day as well.  The Parks and Rec Committee will have volunteers running the parade and Mr. Morrow will arrange the ceremony.  He has also purchased new flags for the bridge. Buildings and Grounds – The new front steps have been inspected and approved and are ready for use. 
Streets & Roads- CM Medea and Administrator Haughey met with the Tewksbury Administrator and Superintendent of Public Works to discuss renewing the DPW contract. The Borough is waiting for the new contract from Tewksbury. CM mentioned that CM Ruggiero will be the liaison for Streets and Roads moving forward. 

CM Haversang – Environmental Commission- held a meeting on January 13. Fire Commissioner – he and Mayor Daniel will meet with Fire Chief Morris. 
CM Janas – Planning Board – The Board will hold their annual Reorganization Meeting and the first Regular Meeting of the year on January 21st.  Mayor Daniel added that Council Member Bittay will be the 2026 Council Liaison to the Planning Board, and Council Member Janas will be the Mayor’s Alternate. 
CM Smith – Califon School BOE – The BOE approved a request from “Hoop Daddies” to use the school gym on Thursday nights for basketball games. They are an LLC comprised of 12-15 Borough residents who are the dads of boys in kindergarten to third grade in Califon School, and their boys will attend the games. The BOE held their annual Reorganization Meeting on January 7th, and the Board remains the same as in 2025
CM Ruggiero – Califon Crier – The next edition will come out next week. 
MAYOR’S REPORT
Mayor Daniel asked CM Ruggiero to add a reminder to the next Crier about the ordinance prohibiting residents from parking on the street during snow events, and requiring sidewalks to be cleared of snow and ice within 12 hours.  

ADJOURNMENT  - 7:42 pm
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second

	Bittay
	
	

	Haversang
	 
	 

	Janas
	    
	      X

	Ruggiero
	 
	 

	Smith
	     X
	 

	Medea
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