BOROUGH OF CALIFON COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES SEPTEMBER 3, 2025 

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Daniel called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. “I would like to announce and have placed in the minutes that adequate notice of this Regular Meeting of the Califon Borough Council has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by publication of the legal notice in the Hunterdon Review and Hunterdon County Democrat. In addition, a copy of this notice was posted on the bulletin board in the municipal building and is on file in the Clerk/Administrator’s office”.  

FLAG SALUTE – The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

ROLL CALL
	Council Member
	Present
	Absent

	Bittay
	    X
	

	Haversang
	    X
	 

	Janas
	    X
	 

	Ruggiero
	    X
	 

	Smith
	    X
	 

	Medea
	    X
	 


Also present: Mayor Daniel, Clerk/Administrator Haughey, Attorney Anderson via Zoom

BRIGHTSPEED DISCUSSION with Tim Barber, Brightspeed Senior Engineer
Mr. Barber explained that Brightspeed acquired CenturyLink, which had acquired United Telephone of New Jersey. Their plan is to upgrade from the copper network to fiber for internet service. Mr. Barber apologized for not contacting the Borough prior to the beginning of the project and stated that it was an oversight on their part. Most of their service is aerial, on telephone poles, with 20% is underground. Attorney Anderson explained to Mr. Barber that the Borough requires an Ordinance, adopted by the Council, and approved by the Board of Public Utilities, prior to any work commencing. 

CORRESPONDENCE 
Resignation from Crossing Guard Peggy Zabroski. 

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

DISCUSSION – The Council discussed renewal of Interlocal Services Agreement for the Provision of State Uniform Construction Code Enforcement Services with the Township of Tewksbury, The current agreement expires December 31, 2025.  The new agreement term would be January 1, 2026 through December 31, 2029. All Members were in favor of renewing the agreement. 
DISCUSSION – HCCPS Optional Renewable Energy Product – The Council discussed the information for the optional program that would increase the per kWh rate from $0.11346 to $0.11540 for a product with a 5% increased total amount of renewable energy. The Council was not in favor of the more expensive product. 
CONSENT AGENDA
(Adoption upon Roll Call)
 “Consent Agenda items are routine and will be enacted with a single motion. Any items that require expenditures are supported by a certification of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent Agenda items (indicated with *) will be reflected in the full minutes.”

* ACCEPTANCE OF RESIGNATION FROM CROSSING GUARD ZABROSKI

*LIST OF BILLS

* APPROVAL OF APPLICATION FOR ZAKRY S. BERGMANN TO THE NEW JERSEY STATE
   FIREFIGHTER’S ASSOCATION 
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	    X
	
	     
	    

	Haversang
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	 
	    
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	    X
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Smith
	    X
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Medea
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 


RESOLUTION R-75-25
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A CONTRACT WITH INTERSTATE WASTE SERVICES FOR HOUSEHOLD BULK PICK UP AND DISPOSAL

WHEREAS, the Borough of Califon desires to provide for the pickup and disposal of household goods within the Borough as a one-time service for the benefit of its residents; and

WHEREAS, Interstate Waste Services, Inc., has submitted a proposal to perform said services at a rate of $2,350.00 per truckload and $124.00 per ton for disposal; and

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the pricing provided is fair and reasonable and that Interstate Waste Services, Inc. is qualified and capable of performing the services; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that sufficient funds are available for this expenditure in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-5.5.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Califon, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to enter into a contract with Interstate Waste Services, Inc. for the one-time pickup and disposal of household goods at the rates of $2,350.00 per truckload and $124.00 per ton for disposal, in accordance with the proposal submitted.
1. This contract is awarded without competitive bidding in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1, as the total amount is below the bid threshold established by the Local Public Contracts Law.
1. A copy of this resolution and the executed contract shall be kept on file and available for public inspection in the office of the Borough Clerk.
1. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	    X
	
	     
	    

	Haversang
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	 
	    X
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Smith
	    X
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Medea
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 



RESOLUTION R-76-25
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A CONTRACT WITH INTERSTATE WASTE SERVICES FOR 2025 LEAF COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL
WHEREAS, the Borough of Califon desires to provide for the curbside collection of leaves in biodegradable bags within the Borough, and, the disposal of same, as a service for the benefit of its residents; and

WHEREAS, Interstate Waste Services, Inc., has submitted a proposal to perform the collection and disposal of the leaves at a rate of $2,525.00 per truckload, inclusive of disposal at a certified recycling farm; and

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the pricing provided is fair and reasonable and that Interstate Waste Services, Inc. is qualified and capable of performing the services; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that sufficient funds are available for this expenditure in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-5.5.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Califon, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to enter into a contract with Interstate Waste Services, Inc. for the collection and disposal of leaves in biodegradable bags at the rates of $2,525.00 per truckload, inclusive of disposal, in accordance with the proposal submitted.
2. This contract is awarded without competitive bidding in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1, as the total amount is below the bid threshold established by the Local Public Contracts Law.
3. A copy of this resolution and the executed contract shall be kept on file and available for public inspection in the office of the Borough Clerk.
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	    X
	
	     
	    

	Haversang
	    X
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	 
	      X
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	    
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Smith
	    
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Medea
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 


RESOLUTION R-77-25
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A CONTRACT WITH VAN CLEEF ENGINEERING FOR REQUIRED MS4 STORMWATER MAPPING USING GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEMS

WHEREAS, the Borough of Califon is required to comply with the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) Tier A Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) permit requirements, updated in 2023, which mandate the development and maintenance of a Geographic Information System (GIS)-based inventory of the Borough’s stormwater infrastructure; and
WHEREAS, Van Cleef Engineering has submitted a proposal in the amount of $29, 500 to assist the Borough in meeting these requirements by creating an interactive web map application and accompanying geodatabase utilizing ESRI ArcPro and ArcGIS Online platforms to support stormwater system management and regulatory compliance; and
WHEREAS, Van Cleef Engineering possesses the necessary qualifications and expertise in GIS, stormwater management, and NJDEP MS4 compliance, and has successfully provided similar services to other municipalities in the State of New Jersey; and
WHEREAS, the Borough finds the proposed services and scope of work to be beneficial and necessary for regulatory compliance and long-term asset management of the Borough’s stormwater infrastructure; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to NJSA 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i) of the Local Public Contracts Law, the Borough of Califon may award a contract for professional services without public advertising for bids; and
WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that sufficient funds are available for this purpose.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Califon, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, as follows:
1. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute a contract with Van Cleef Engineering in the amount of $29,500 for the development of a GIS-based stormwater management system, including an interactive web map application and geodatabase, utilizing ESRI ArcPro and ArcGIS Online, in accordance with the NJDEP MS4 (2023) permit requirements.
1. A certified copy of this resolution and the fully executed contract shall be kept on file in the office of the Borough Clerk and available for public inspection.
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	    X
	
	     
	    

	Haversang
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	 
	   
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	    X
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Smith
	    
	     X
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Medea
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 



COMMITTEE REPORTS
Comm. Medea – Parks and Recreation -The playground at Califon Island Park was mulched. The Street Fair planning is in the works. Buildings and Grounds – the permit for the Municipal Building front steps is completed and we are looking to have the work begin this month. 
Comm. Haversang – Environmental Commission – Clayton’s Corner came through the summer months with flowers and plantings alive, thanks to Flowers by the River for allowing us to use their hose and water, and thanks to the Commission members for watering. They also removed invasive species from Califon Island Park on September 1st.  
Comm. Janas – The August Planning Board meeting was cancelled. The next meeting is scheduled for September 3, 2025. 
Comm. Smith – The August Board of Education meeting was cancelled. They are scheduled to meet on September 3, 2025.
Comm. Ruggiero – The latest edition of the Crier is out. Elizabethtown Gas signed up 42 homes for gas service and will be completing all installations soon. Charlie Meiser and Bob Schwarz were instrumental in getting the gas installation accomplished. 
MAYOR’S REPORT
Mayor Daniel – Raritan River Road had paving work today, but no one in the Borough had been notified. There was also work done on School Street Extension. We will contact Aqua to make sure that the Borough will be notified prior to any work. 

PUBLIC COMMENT
John Folsom, resident, inquired what constitutes a “call” on the monthly police report. Mayor Daniel will follow up with Chief Almer. 
ADJOURNMENT  - 	Time: 8:10
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second

	Bittay
	
	

	Haversang
	 
	 

	Janas
	 
	    X

	Ruggiero
	 
	 

	Smith
	    X
	 

	Medea
	 
	 



