BOROUGH OF CALIFON COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES SEPTEMBER 16, 2025 

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Daniel called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. “I would like to announce and have placed in the minutes that adequate notice of this Regular Meeting of the Califon Borough Council has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by publication of the legal notice in the Hunterdon Review and Hunterdon County Democrat. In addition, a copy of this notice was posted on the bulletin board in the municipal building and is on file in the Clerk/Administrator’s office”.  

FLAG SALUTE – The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

ROLL CALL
	Council Member
	Present
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	     X

	Haversang
	 
	     X

	Janas
	    X
	 

	Ruggiero
	    X
	 

	Smith
	    X
	 

	Medea
	    X
	 


Also in attendance: Mayor Charles Daniel, Clerk/Administrator Haughey, Attorney Anderson via Zoom

CORRESPONDENCE 
A resident emailed Mayor Daniel to thank the Council for continuing to hold the household goods pick up following the tag sale. Additionally, he praised the work done by the contractor, Interstate Waste Services, stating that they did a very thorough job and left things very well cleaned up. 

There continues to be some correspondence from residents regarding the 2025 tax rate. 

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

[bookmark: _Hlk203401841]	INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING – Ordinance 2025-07
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REVISED BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF CALIFON BY CREATING A NEW TITLE 17, "TELECOMMUNICATIONS FRANCHISES", AND PROVIDING FOR THE EXTENSION OF A TELECOMMUNICATIONS FRANCHISE TO BRIGHTSPEED OF NEW JERSEY, INC., THE SUCCESSOR TO NEW JERSEY TELEPHONE COMPANY, FOR TEN YEARS
BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon that the Borough Code adopted August 24, 2000 and heretofore amended be further amended as follows:

SECTION ONE.
The Borough Code is hereby amended by the addition of a new Title 17, "Telecommunications Franchises", as follows:
TITLE 17
Telecommunications Franchises
Chapter 17.01 - USE OF BOROUGH ROADS, STREETS AND HIGHWAYS.
17.01.010  Definitions.  The following words and phrases shall have the following meanings in this section:

"Company" shall mean and apply to every telecommunications company which has received permission pursuant to this section.

"Telecommunications Facilities" shall mean cables, poles, ducts, conduits and associated fixtures, process equipment and appurtenances used in connection with providing telecommunications services.

"Permission" shall mean the permission which may be granted by the Borough pursuant to this section.

"Borough Street" shall mean each and every Borough road, street and highway.

17.01.020  Permission Required.  Pursuant to the provisions of Title 48 of the Revised Statutes of New Jersey, every Company desiring Permission to use Borough Streets for its Telecommunications Facilities shall make application to the Borough Clerk.  The Borough Council may grant such Permission, subject to the terms, restrictions and limitations of this Title.

17.01.030  Nature and Extent of Permission.  Every Company which has received Permission may, within the terms, restrictions and limitations of this section, erect, construct, reconstruct, remove, locate, relocate, replace, inspect, maintain, repair and operate its Telecommunications Facilities in, through, upon, along, over, under, and across the entire length of Borough Streets, and to effect the necessary street openings and lateral connections to curb poles, property lines, and other facilities for the Company's local and through lines and other communications facilities.

17.01.040  Effective Date and Expiration of Permission.  The Permission granted to each Company shall be effective and shall expire as provided in the ordinance granting Permission.  Every Company receiving Permission may seek such changes as it may deem necessary and reasonable from time to time prior to expiration.

17.01.050  Applicability.  Permission to the Company shall apply to the Company and its successors or assigns.

17.01.060  Location of Poles, Posts and Facilities to be Erected.  All poles, posts, pedestals, cabinets, and other facilities shall be located and placed behind the curb lines where shown on the official map(s) of the Borough; provided, however, that poles and posts shall be located within 18 inches of the face of such curb lines, as may otherwise be agreed upon by the Company and the Borough Engineer or at the points or places already occupied by the poles, posts, pedestals, cabinets, or other facilities of the Company at the time it received Permission.

17.01.070  Cables, Underground Conduits, Manholes and Equipment.

a.  The Company may bury its Telecommunications Facilities within the right‑of‑way of Streets at such locations as may be agreed upon by the Company and the Borough Engineer.

b.  Underground facilities shall be placed below the surface of Streets and, with the exception of lateral branches to curb poles and property lines and other facilities, shall generally be constructed not more than ten feet from the curb line unless obstructions make it necessary to deviate from such course or unless another location is authorized by the Borough Engineer.  Underground facilities shall be placed at least 18 inches below the surface.

c.  Manholes shall be located at such points along underground Telecommunications Facilities as may be necessary or convenient for placing, maintaining, and operating the Company's facilities and shall be constructed to conform to the cross-sectional and longitudinal grade of the surface so as not to interfere with the safety or convenience of persons or vehicles.

d.  In subdivisions where utilities are installed underground, the Company shall install all of its Telecommunications Facilities at or below grade, except that lots in such subdivisions which abut streets with above-ground utilities may be supplied with telephone service from existing overhead lines or extensions thereof if the service connections from the overhead lines shall be installed underground.

17.01.080  Prior Notice of New Construction and Relocation Work Required.  Before proceeding with any new construction or relocation work, the Company shall give prior written notice to the Borough Engineer, including therewith a map or plan showing the location and extent of such work.  Such maps or plans are for information of the Borough only and shall not be considered as construction specifications upon which the Borough or any third party may rely for subsequent excavation or other work.

17.01.090  Street Opening and Excavation.  Prior to the opening or excavating of any Street, the Company shall obtain such street opening or excavation permits, and pay such fees therefore as may be lawfully required, as provided by any ordinances regulating such openings or excavations.  No building permits or zoning variances shall be required for the Company's Telecommunications Facilities.

17.01.100  Restoration.  Every Street, and any pavement or other surface or planting, which is disturbed by the Company in constructing its Telecommunications Facilities shall be restored to as good condition as it was before the commencement of work.  Such restoration shall be subject to the approval of the Borough Engineer.

17.01.110  Encumbrance of Streets.  No Company shall encumber any Street for a period longer than shall be necessary to execute its work.

17.01.120  Curb Lines.  Whenever a curb line shall be established on streets where one does not now exist or where an established curb line shall be relocated in order to widen an existing street or highway in conjunction with road construction being performed by the Borough, the Company shall change the location of its above ground Telecommunications Facilities, covered by this Section, so that the same shall be back of, and adjacent to, the new curb line so established, upon receipt of notice that the curb line has been so established, so long as the municipality has acted with reasonable care in establishing the new curb line and providing notice thereof.

17.01.130  Joint Use of Company Poles and Structures.  Any company having legal authority to install Telecommunications Facilities in the Borough may jointly use the Company's Telecommunications Facilities for all lawful purposes, provided the Company consents to such use, on terms and conditions acceptable to the Company and not inconsistent with the provisions of this section.

17.01.140  Indemnification by Company.  Each Company shall indemnify and save harmless the Borough from and against all costs or expenses resulting from loss of life or property, or injury or damage to the person or property of any person, firm, or corporation caused by or arising out of conditions resulting from negligence or fault connected with the work or equipment of the Company, when not attributable to the negligence or fault of the Borough; except that if such loss, injury or damage shall be caused by the joint or concurring negligence or fault of the Company and the Borough, the same shall be borne by them to the extent of their respective degrees of negligence or fault.

17.01.150  Exclusive Rights Not Granted.  Nothing in this section shall be construed to grant to any Company an exclusive right, or to prevent the granting of Permission to other Companies for like purposes on the Streets of the Borough.

17.01.160  Advertising Expenses.  The Company shall pay the expenses incurred for advertising required in connection with granting Permission within 30 days after the Company has received a bill for said advertising from the publisher.

17.01.170  Vacation of Streets.  If any Street where the Company has Telecommunications Facilities is vacated by the Borough, the Borough shall reserve to the Company the rights granted to the Company by this section.

17.01.180  Notice to be Given by Borough Clerk; Acceptance and Approval.  Following final passage of an ordinance granting Permission, the Borough Clerk shall provide the Company with written notice thereof by certified mail.  As provided by applicable law, Permission shall not become effective until acceptance thereof by the Company, and approval thereof by the Board of Public Utilities.

17.01.190  Permission Granted to Brightspeed of New Jersey, Inc.  Permission was granted to New Jersey Telephone Company through September 30, 2006 by Borough ordinance adopted October 1, 1956 and approved by the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities by Docket No. 9658.  Brightspeed of New Jersey, Inc. is the successor to New Jersey Telephone Company.  The consent granted by Borough ordinance is extended to Brightspeed of New Jersey, Inc. through ten years from the final adoption of Ordinance 2025-07, provided that any inconsistent provisions thereof are amended and superseded by the provisions of this section, subject to such approval by the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities as may be required by law.

SECTION TWO.
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its final passage, approval and publication as provided by law.
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	
	
	     
	     X

	Haversang
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	     X

	Janas
	 
	     X
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Smith
	    X
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	Medea
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES
	August 19, 2025 Regular Meeting
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	
	
	     
	     X

	Haversang
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	     X

	Janas
	 
	     
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	    X
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Smith
	    
	     X
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Medea
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 



	
RESOLUTION R-78-25
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF CALIFON, THE TOWNSHIP OF LEBANON, AND THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY FOR THE PROVISION OF STATE UNIFORM CONSTRUCTION CODE ENFORCEMENT SERVICES BY THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY
WHEREAS, the Borough of Califon, the Townships of Lebanon and Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, desire to enter into a shared services agreement for the provision of State Uniform Construction Code Enforcement Services by the Township of Tewksbury; and
WHEREAS, municipalities are permitted to enter into such agreements pursuant to the Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act, N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1 et seq. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of Califon, in the County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey, as follows:
1. That the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute the Shared Services Agreement between the Borough of Califon, the Townships of Lebanon and Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon for State Uniform Construction Code Enforcement Services for a term to commence on January 1, 2026 and continue through December 31, 2029. 
1. A copy of the Agreement is on file in the office of the Borough Clerk for inspection by the public.
1. A copy of this Agreement shall be filed, for informational purposes, with the Department of Community Affairs, Division of Local Government Services, pursuant to rules and regulations promulgated by the Division.
1. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	
	
	     
	     X

	Haversang
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	     X

	Janas
	    X
	     
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	    
	     X
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Smith
	    
	     
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Medea
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 




COMMITTEE REPORTS
Comm. Medea – The Parks and Recreation Committee continues with planning for the Street Fair.  They are looking for performers for the Open Mic stage in the Beer garden. The contractor dropped off brick samples for the front steps, they are new bricks designed to look old. 
Comm. Janas – The Planning Board will meet Wednesday, September 17, 2025. 
Comm. Smith – The Califon School Board of Education meeting was held September 3, 2025.  They reported that the school currently has an enrollment of 84 students. They are installing new carpet in the library and a new hot water heater.  There were some challenges at student drop-off time last week when the paving contractor showed up with not prior notice, but the WTPD did a great job handling the issue.  There will be another Califon Board of Education meeting on Wednesday, September 17, 2025. 
Comm. Ruggiero – The next edition of the Califon Crier is in the works.  If anyone has information they would like included, please provide by next Thursday, September 25, 2025. 
Chief Almer – Nothing to report, all is well. 
MAYOR’S REPORT
Mayor Daniel – The Philhower Avenue Road Improvements project will begin either the week of September 29, 2025, or October 6, 2025.Notification will be sent to residents and businesses in that area. Most of the work will involve drainage, curbing, and swales. The actual milling and paving should take one day each and will be at the end of October or the beginning of November. Exact dates are yet to be determined. 
PUBLIC COMMENT
Katie Vreeland, resident, stated that she is worried about the increase in taxes, especially as they relate to Califon School, since 46% of the taxes are for the school budget.  She stated that the school has few clubs and does not provide transportation or hot lunches. She asked if there is talk of another feasibility study for sending Califon students to another district. 
Danielle Andreas, resident, stated that in the 2 years she has been a Califon resident, her taxes “have gone up 28.3%.” (NB: Ms. Andreas’ taxes have increased 6.13% since 2023) She commented that the small class sizes in Califon School are not healthy. Ms. Andreas also questioned why the flag was not lowered after the death of media personality Charlie Kirk. She stated that President Trump had issued a directive that flags were to be lowered to half-staff. Clerk/Administrator Haughey explained that the president only has authority over federal buildings, and that the Borough uses the NJ Department of State flag status and there was no directive from the NJ Department of State to lower the flag. Ms. Andreas remained quite upset. Later in the meeting she asked what was going on with the dam, and Comm. Medea responded that the property owner and Raritan Headwaters are still finalizing the plans. 
John Folsom, resident, expressed his concern about the small number of students in the Califon School. 
Eileen Wendlocher, resident, stated that people always are upset when the tax bills are issued. She also stated that she would like to see meeting notices on Facebook. 
In response to public comments, members of the Borough Council encouraged residents to attend Board of Education meetings.  They also informed the public that the Borough Council does not have any authority over the Board of Education budget. The school budgets are developed by their respective Boards of Education and approved by the county and the state. The Borough Council is not involved. 
ADJOURNMENT  - 	Time: 8:00 pm
	Council Member
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	Second

	Bittay
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