BOROUGH OF CALIFON COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES AUGUST 19, 2025 

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Daniel called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. “I would like to announce and have placed in the minutes that adequate notice of this Regular Meeting of the Califon Borough Council has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by publication of the legal notice in the Hunterdon Review and Hunterdon County Democrat. In addition, a copy of this notice was posted on the bulletin board in the municipal building and is on file in the Clerk/Administrator’s office”.  

FLAG SALUTE – The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

ROLL CALL
	Council Member
	Present
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	X

	Haversang
	X
	 

	Janas
	X
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	X

	Smith
	X
	 

	Medea
	X
	 


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Mayor Daniel, Clerk/Administrator Haughey, Attorney Anderson present via Zoom

CORRESPONDENCE
	C/A Haughey informed the Council that correspondence relating to the settlement with DuPont et.al., and 3M was received from the State. 

OLD BUSINESS
PUBLIC HEARING AND FINAL ADOPTION – Ordinance 2025-06
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REVISED BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF CALIFON BY AMENDING PARAGRAPHS 15.16.010.C.4, 15.16.040.D.4, AND 15.16.040.R.2.a, OF TITLE 15, CHAPTER 15.16, "STORMWATER CONTROL"
The Mayor opened the meeting for Public Comment on Ordinance 2025-06. Hearing none, the Mayor closed the meeting to the public. 
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	Haversang
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Janas
	X
	
	X
	
	
	

	Ruggiero
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	Smith
	
	X
	X
	
	
	

	Medea
	
	
	X
	
	
	




NEW BUSINESS
DISCUSSION – BRIGHTSPEED FRANCHISE AGREEMENT
The Council discussed the need for information from Brightspeed prior to entering into a franchise agreement. Solicitors for the service have been going door to door in the Borough and marking out streets for digging, all without permits. C/A Haughey will reach out to have a representative attend the next Council meeting. 
CONSENT AGENDA
(Adoption upon Roll Call)
 “Consent Agenda items are routine and will be enacted with a single motion. Any items that require expenditures are supported by a certification of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent Agenda items (indicated with *) will be reflected in the full minutes.”

*LIST OF BILLS

* APPROVAL OF MINUTES
	July 15, 2025 Regular Meeting
	July 18, 2025 Special Meeting

* RESOLUTION R-69

APPROVAL OF SOCIAL AFFAIRS PERMIT FOR THE CALIFON FIRE COMPANY
FOR THE CALIFON STREET FAIR ON OCTOBER 12, 2025

BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that the following application for a Social Affairs Permit has been approved to be issued in the Borough of Califon for the one-day, Califon Street Fair event on October 12, 2025; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Municipal Clerk or her duly authorized agent is hereby authorized, directed and ordered to sign, issue and deliver such permit to the following licensee:

NAME					Club License No		ADDRESS
Califon Fire Company			1004-31-002-002                    41 Main St
									Califon, NJ 07830

* RESOLUTION R-70
ACCEPTING TRANSFER OF LAND KNOWN AS WEISS POND PROPERTY FROM THE COUNTY
OF HUNTERDON
WHEREAS, the County of Hunterdon is the owner of certain property known as the Weiss Pond Property located within the Borough of Califon; and
WHEREAS, the Weiss Pond property is contiguous to the Borough's Califon Island Park; and
WHEREAS, the Borough has for many years sought the transfer of the Weiss Pond property from the County of Hunterdon to the Borough for open space and recreation; and
WHEREAS, the County of Hunterdon has offered to transfer the Weiss Pond property to the Borough without compensation; and
WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to accept the transfer of the Weiss Pond property from the County of Hunterdon without compensation; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough of the Califon, in the County of Hunterdon, and State of New Jersey, that the Borough accepts the transfer of the Weiss Pond property from the County of Hunterdon to the Borough without compensation, subject to approval of the form and substance of the transfer by the Borough Attorney and the Borough Engineer; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Attorney, the Borough Engineer, and the Borough Clerk of the Borough of Califon are hereby authorized and directed to take all necessary action to implement the transfer of the Weiss Pond property from the County of Hunterdon to the Borough without compensation.



Consent Agenda
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	Haversang
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Janas
	
	X
	X
	
	
	

	Ruggiero
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	Smith
	X
	
	X
	
	
	

	Medea
	
	
	X
	
	
	




RESOLUTION R-74-25
OPPOSING EFFORTS TO ALLOW HEAVIER TRUCKS ON NJ ROADWAYS
WHEREAS, the Federal Government has proposed or is considering a PILOT Program that would allow trucks exceeding current federal weight limits to operate on designated routes, including those within the County of Hunterdon, and the State of New Jersey; and
WHEREAS, New Jersey's infrastructure—including roads, bridges, and tunnels—is already under significant stress, and increasing truck weight limits will accelerate deterioration and increase long-term maintenance and repair costs to state and local governments; and
WHEREAS, studies have shown that heavier trucks cause disproportionately greater damage to road surfaces and bridges, contributing to costly infrastructure degradation and creating safety concerns for all road users; and
WHEREAS, many bridges in Hunterdon County and New Jersey are classified as structurally deficient or functionally obsolete, and the increased stress from heavier trucks may compromise public safety; and
WHEREAS, heavier trucks have longer stopping distances and greater risk of brake failures, increasing the likelihood of serious accidents, injuries, and fatalities, especially in urban and suburban environments; and
WHEREAS, the proposed Pilot Program provides minimal public input or local control and shifts the burden of risk and expense onto local taxpayers and municipalities; and
WHEREAS, the residents of Hunterdon County deserve safe roads, sound infrastructure, and policies that prioritize the long-term sustainability of our transportation system. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Califon, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, strongly opposes the implementation of any Federal or State program that permits the operation of heavier-weight trucks exceeding current federal limits on state and local roads;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution shall be forwarded to: Governor Murphy, Congress Member Tom Kean, Senators Booker and Kim, the New Jersey Department of Transportation, and the Federal Highway Administration. 
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	Haversang
	X
	
	X
	
	
	

	Janas
	
	X
	X
	
	
	

	Ruggiero
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	Smith
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Medea
	
	
	x
	
	
	




RESOLUTION R-71-25   
APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING RARITAN HEADWATERS ASSOCIATION TO TAKE THE LEAD IN OBTAINING FINANCING FOR AND WORKING WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND OTHER PROJECT PARTNERS IN CONNECTION WITH THE REMOVAL OF THE WEISS POND DAM

WHEREAS, it is a goal of the Borough of Califon to improve water quality in the South Branch of the Raritan River for the benefit of our residents and to protect our environmental resources; and

WHEREAS, the removal of derelict dams serves to restore and maintain stream health including, among others, lowering water temperature, increasing dissolved oxygen, improving bank stability, improving climate resilience, increasing aquifer recharge, improving fish and macroinvertebrate community health, and improving terrestrial wildlife habitat and corridors; and
WHEREAS, derelict dams present threats to human safety and real property; and 

WHEREAS, the Califon Borough Council has, over the years, investigated options for repair or removal of the Weiss Pond Dam; and

WHEREAS, Califon is interested in removal of the dam and agrees to remove the dam if permits are obtained, plans and specifications are completed, and funding is available; and

WHEREAS, the Califon Borough Council has accepted ownership of the Weiss Pond property via a land transfer from Hunterdon County to the Borough of Califon; and

WHEREAS, Raritan Headwaters Association secured a grant from The Nature Conservancy to conduct engineering and feasibility studies for the removal of the Weiss Pond Dam; and

WHEREAS, it is in the interest of the Borough of Califon to seek and secure additional sources of funding for the removal of Weiss Pond Dam, including potential funding from federal, state, local, and non-profit sources; and

WHEREAS, if no additional source of funding is identified to assist with the cost of dam removal, Califon Borough has the option to decide against removing the Weiss Pond Dam; and

WHEREAS, the Califon Borough Council agrees that having Raritan Headwaters Association take the lead in the removal of the dam and in obtaining financing for same is in the best interests of the Borough.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of
Califon, in the County of Hunterdon, and State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. The Califon Borough Council hereby agrees that Raritan Headwaters Association shall take the lead on the removal of the Weiss Pond Dam and hereby gives RHA the authority to oversee: (a) the engineering design of the Weiss Mill dam removal project; (b) the removal of the derelict dam; (c) the restoration of the river channel and riparian corridor upstream and downstream of the derelict dam; (d) the improvement of habitat within and along the river; and (e) the water quality monitoring associated with the project; and
 
2. The Califon Borough Council hereby agrees that Raritan Headwaters Association shall take the lead: (a) in obtaining permits for the Weiss Mill dam removal project; and (b) in pursuing grants or other financing options to fund the removal of the Weiss Pond Dam and hereby authorizes Raritan Headwaters Association to do so; and 

3. The Califon Borough Council hereby authorizes the Mayor and Borough Clerk to take whatever actions are necessary and proper to achieve the purposes of this Resolution.




	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	Haversang
	X
	
	X
	
	
	

	Janas
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Ruggiero
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	Smith
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Medea
	
	X
	X
	
	
	



RESOLUTION R-72-25

AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR ROAD IMPROVEMENTS ON PHILHOWER AVENUE TO SALMON BROTHERS, INC.
WHEREAS, a notice inviting bids for the Road Improvements at Philhower Avenue was advertised in the July 16, 2025 edition of the Hunterdon Review with bids received on Thursday, August 7, 2025, at 10:00 a.m.; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Qualified Purchasing Agent witnessed the receipt of the following three bids:

Salmon Bros Inc. 					$349,500.00
Top Line Construction Corp.				$357,342.83
Mountain View Development & Contracting 		$454,465.00
; and 
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 (et seq) requires that competitive bidding contracts be awarded to the lowest, responsible, responsive bidder; and 
WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer and the Borough Attorney have reviewed the bid documentation and find the Salmon Brothers bid is the lowest responsible, responsive bidder under the provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law, and conforms to the bid specifications; and 
WHEREAS, the acting Chief Financial Officer has certified that the funds are available for this contract. 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Califon, in the County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey that the contract for the Road Improvements at Philhower Avenue be awarded to Salmon Brothers, Inc., P.O. Box 67, Netcong, NJ, 07857, in the amount of $349,500.00.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the appropriate Township officials are authorized to execute the necessary contracts and purchase orders and that the Borough Clerk/Administrator be hereby directed to publish notice of the adoption of this resolution in the Hunterdon Review within ten (10) days of its adoption pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5.  
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	Haversang
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Janas
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Ruggiero
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	Smith
	
	X
	X
	
	
	

	Medea
	X
	
	X
	
	
	




COMMITTEE REPORTS
CM Medea - the permit for the removal and replacement of the front steps of the Municipal Building was dropped off at the Construction office today, August 19th.  The playground was weeded and mulched. 

CM Haversang – the Environmental Commission did a great job in keeping the newly planted Clayton’s Corner watered and the plants are thriving. Raritan Headwaters and Trout Unlimited have joined forces in planting 273 saplings and bushes in Califon Island Park, and about 89% are still alive, which is a very successful outcome.

CM Janas – The Planning Board granted bulk variances for a new single-family dwelling on School Street Extension. The variances were for impervious coverage, and the fact that it is a private road since the Municipal Land Use Law requires residences to be built on a publicly owned road. 
CM Smith – The Board of Education will meet Wednesday, August 27, 2025. 
MAYOR’S REPORT
Mayor Daniel – Jessica Daehnke, the Deputy Clerk, has resigned from her position effective August 28, 2025. The Borough has posted the job opportunity. CM Smith commented that Ms. Daehnke will be missed. 
The Hunterdon Area Energy Cooperative (HAEC) will go to bid tomorrow for an electricity provider.  The HAEC will enter into a contract with the supplier offering the lowest bid.  If there is no savings over the JCP&L rate, the participating municipalities will return to JCP&L. 
PUBLIC COMMENT
Jennifer Gross, resident, inquired if the sidewalks would be addressed during the paving project for Philhower Avenue. She stated that the sidewalk in front of her house had sunken down after the Aqua water main work and offered photos. C/A Haughey asked her to send the photos and stated that she would speak to the Engineer. 

Resident George, last name unknown, stated that Brightspeed has already installed fiberoptic cable in other parts of Hunterdon County, including Readington and Tewksbury Townships.  He added that the building on Academy Street in Califon, with the “CenturyLink” sign on it, is the Brightspeed local hub. 

RESOLUTION: R-73-2025  
RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR A MEETING NOT OPEN TO THE PUBLIC IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE NEW JERSEY OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that an Executive Session, not open to the public, shall be held immediately following the adoption of this Resolution for: Discussion of potential acquisition of real property 
At the conclusion of the Executive Session, the regular meeting will continue, but no public action will occur.
Minutes will be kept and once the matter involving the confidentiality of the above no longer requires that confidentiality, then the minutes can be made public.
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	Haversang
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Janas
	
	X
	X
	
	
	

	Ruggiero
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	Smith
	X
	
	X
	
	
	

	Medea
	
	
	X
	
	
	



The Borough Council went into Executive Session at 7:46 p.m. 
The Boroug Council returned to the public meeting at 8:36 p.m. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:36 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT  
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second

	Bittay
	
	

	Haversang
	
	

	Janas
	
	X

	Ruggiero
	
	

	Smith
	X
	

	Medea
	
	



