BOROUGH OF CALIFON COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF JULY 15, 2025

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Daniel called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. “I would like to announce and have placed in the minutes that adequate notice of this Regular Meeting of the Califon Borough Council has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by publication of the legal notice in the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat. In addition, a copy of this notice was posted on the bulletin board in the municipal building and is on file in the Clerk/Administrator’s office”.  
FLAG SALUTE – The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

ROLL CALL
	Council Member
	Present
	Absent

	Haversang
	    X
	 

	Janas
	    X
	 

	Ruggiero
	    X
	 

	Smith
	    X
	 

	Medea
	    X
	 



Others present: Mayor Daniel, Borough Attorney Anderson, Clerk/Administrator Haughey
CORRESPONDENCE
The Borough received a letter from the Department of Agriculture regarding the detection of egg masses from Lymantria dispar, dispar- more commonly known as gypsy moths in the Borough. The Borough Council unanimously agreed to have the Department of Agriculture conduct gypsy moth egg mass surveys in the residential and recreational areas of Califon at no cost to the Borough.  

Roberta Broussard, from the Califon Historical Society, was in attendance and followed up on a letter she had sent requesting permission from the Borough Council to place an 8 x 5 shed on 51 River Rd to house items and artifacts belonging to the Society. The Council unanimously agreed to grant permission. Ms. Broussard stated that she would get the additional required approvals, from the Water Supply Authority the Borough Zoning Officer and the Planning Board. 

The Borough received a letter from Board of County Commissioners requesting cooperation in opposing federal legislation to allow heavier trucks on our roadways.  The Commissioners site increased risks to public safety, accelerating the deterioration of local and county infrastructure, and imposing financial burdens on taxpayers. The Council unanimously agreed to pass a resolution opposing efforts to allow heavier trucks on NJ roadways.  Clerk/Administrator Haughey will prepare one for the next Borough Council Meeting. 
	
The documents regarding the land transfer from the county for the Weiss Mill Dam were sent to the Borough Attorney July 15, 2025. 

The notice to bidders for Road Improvements to Philhower Avenue were posted on the Borough website and will be printed in the July 16 edition of the Hunterdon Review. The bids will be opened here at the Municipal Building on August 7th at 10 am. 
PUBLIC COMMENT
Matthew Taylor, resident, brought copies for each Council Member of a proposal to regulate construction noise, work hours and property impact in residential areas. 

Holly Cornell, resident, asked about the tax increase.  Mayor Daniel stated that the tax bill sent out for the 3rd quarter was an estimate.  The taxes collected by the Borough are for 7 different entities: Hunterdon County tax, County library tax, County Open Space tax, the district school tax, regional school tax, Borough tax and Borough Open Space tax. Hunterdon County has not determined the tax rate yet, therefore the tax bills sent out were estimated.  At the end of September, residents will receive the reconciled tax bill for the final quarter of the year with a breakdown of how much each entity will receive for the year. Matthew Taylor, resident, asked what the Borough Council can do to support residents.  Attorney Anderson commented that the Borough Council has control over only the Borough budget, which has been set for the year, with public hearings. The Open Space taxes are set by the voters by referendum. 

Rachel Picone, resident, asked how taxes can increase when services are taken away, referring to a tree on her property that the Borough had once pruned.  Attorney Anderson commented that the Borough never had an obligation to take care of trees on residential property.  Mayor Daniel stated that an Ordinance regarding trees in the right of way was passed in 2022. Ms. Picone inquired why the public wasn’t notified of the change.  Mayor Daniel stated that it was discussed multiple times in Council meetings, published twice in the newspaper and posted on the Borough website. 

Annette Danzinger, resident, stated that she was in shock from the tax bill.  Council Member Ruggiero stated that concerned residents should attend meetings, including school board meetings, as well as Council meetings, to have their voices heard. Council Member Medea stated that the Borough budget is not secret, it is not only discussed, but every line item is also published on the website.  The public hearings for the budget are posted in multiple places on the website, put in the Town Crier, and published in the newspaper. Council Member Ruggiero stated that he will make an increased effort next year to publicize when the budget hearings will be held. Clerk/Administrator Haughey reminded residents not to multiple the 3rd quarter increase by 4, as the first 2 quarters of the year did not have any increase over the 2024 tax payment.

OLD BUSINESS
PUBLIC HEARING AND FINAL ADOPTION – Ordinance 2025-05
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REVISED BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF CALIFON BY REPLACING SECTIONS 8.28.010, 8.28.040, AND 8.28.070, OF TITLE 8, CHAPTER 28, "SMOKE-SENSITIVE ALARM, CARBON MONOXIDE DEVICES AND FIRE EXTINGUISHERS", IN THEIR ENTIRETY
BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon that the Borough Code adopted August 24, 2000 and heretofore amended be further amended as follows: 
SECTION ONE: 
Title 8 of the Borough Code, "Health and Safety", Chapter 8.28, "Smoke-Sensitive Alarm, Carbon Monoxide Devices and Fire Extinguishers", Section 8.28.010, "Smoke-sensitive devices required", is hereby amended by replacing it in its entirety with the following: 
8.28.010 - Smoke alarms, carbon monoxide alarms, and portable fire extinguishers required. 
A. Before any single family, two family or multifamily dwelling unit is sold, leased or otherwise made subject to a change of occupancy for residential purposes, the owner shall obtain a certificate of smoke alarm, carbon monoxide alarm, and portable fire extinguisher compliance (CSACMAPFEC certificate). 
B. No dwelling unit shall change occupancy until one or more smoke alarms and one or more carbon monoxide alarms, or another approved fire alarm system, are installed for each dwelling unit in accordance with all the requirements of the New Jersey Uniform Construction Code and the Uniform Fire Code. 
C. No dwelling unit shall change occupancy until at least one residential portable fire extinguisher is installed in accordance with the following: 
1. An extinguisher shall be within 10 feet of the kitchen and located in the path of egress; 
2. The extinguisher shall be readily accessible and not obstructed from view;
 3. The extinguisher shall be mounted using the manufacturer's hanging bracket so the operating instructions are clearly visible; 25cg-03 2 June 17, 2025 
4. The top of the extinguisher shall not be more than five feet above the floor. 
5. The extinguisher shall be an approved listed and labeled type with a minimum rating of 2A-10B:C and no more than 10 pounds; 
6. The owner's manual or written operation instructions shall be provided during the inspection and left for the new occupant; and 
7. The extinguisher shall be serviced and tagged by a certified Division of Fire Safety contractor within the past 12 months or the seller must have a receipt for the purchase of the extinguisher within the past 12 months. 
D. The fees for CSACMAPFEC certificates shall be as follows: 
1. Requests for a CSACMAPFEC received more than 10 business days prior to a change of occupancy: $40; 
2. Requests for a CSACMAPFEC received four to 10 business days prior to a change of occupancy: $70; 
3. Requests for a CSACMAPFEC received fewer than four business days prior to a change of occupancy: $125. 4. The fee for each additional inspection after a failed inspection shall be the same as the fee for the initial inspection. 
E. Failure to obtain a CSACMAPFEC Certificate shall result in a penalty of $250. 
SECTION TWO: 
Title 8 of the Borough Code, "Health and Safety", Chapter 8.28, "Smoke-Sensitive Alarm, Carbon Monoxide Devices and Fire Extinguishers", Section 8.28.040, "Change of occupancy", is hereby amended by replacing it in its entirety with the following: 
8.28.040 – Reserved. 
SECTION THREE: 
Title 8 of the Borough Code, "Health and Safety", Chapter 8.28, "Smoke-Sensitive Alarm, Carbon Monoxide Devices and Fire Extinguishers", Section 8.28.070, "Inspections; fees ", is 25cg-03 3 June 17, 2025 hereby amended by replacing it in its entirety with the following: 
8.28.070 – Reserved. 
SECTION FOUR: 
Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon publication of Notice of Final Passage in the manner provided by law. 

Mayor Daniel opened the meeting for Public Comment on Ordinance 2025-05. As there were no comments, the Mayor closed the meeting to the public. 
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Haversang
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	 
	    X
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Smith
	    X
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Medea
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 



NEW BUSINESS

INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING – Ordinance 2025-06
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REVISED BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF CALIFON BY AMENDING PARAGRAPHS 15.16.010.C.4, 15.16.040.D.4, AND 15.16.040.R.2.a, OF TITLE 15, CHAPTER 15.16, "STORMWATER CONTROL"
BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon that the Borough Code adopted August 24, 2000 and heretofore amended be further amended as follows:
SECTION ONE:
Paragraph 15.16.010.C.4 is hereby amended to read as follows:
4. An application required by ordinance pursuant to paragraph 15.16.010.C.1 that has been submitted prior to April 18, 2024, shall be subject to the stormwater management requirements in effect on April 17, 2024.
SECTION TWO:
Paragraphs 15.16.040.D.4 is hereby amended to read as follows:
4.	The applicant demonstrates that it does not own or have other rights to areas, including the potential to obtain through condemnation lands not falling under paragraph D.3. above within the upstream drainage area of the receiving stream, that would provide additional opportunities to mitigate the requirements of paragraphs 15.16.040.O, P, Q, and R, that were not achievable on-site. 
A waiver from strict compliance with the requirements of paragraphs 15.16.040.B. and C. may be issued in those case where an applicant has demonstrated the inability or impracticality of strict compliance, other than projects addressed under paragraphs 15.16.040.O, P, Q, and R, with the stormwater management requirements set forth in N.J.A.C. 7:8, in an adopted regional stormwater management plan, or in a local ordinance which is as strict as N.J.A.C. 7:8. A waiver from strict compliance for such projects can only be obtained if the applicant agrees to undertake a suitable mitigation measure identified in the mitigation section of the Borough's stormwater management plan. In such cases, the applicant must submit a mitigation plan detailing how the project's failure to strictly comply will be compensated. In cases where a waiver is granted, an applicant should provide mitigation, if possible and/or practical within the same HUC-14 watershed within which the subject project is proposed, or contribute funding toward a regional stormwater control project, or provide for equivalent treatment at an alternate location, or other equivalent water quality benefit, in lieu of implementing the required stormwater control measures on their specific site.
SECTION THREE:
Paragraph 15.16.040.R.2.a, which is the second paragraph and first subparagraph in a Section entitled "Stormwater management requirements for major development", in subsection entitled "Stormwater Runoff Quantity Standards" is hereby amended to read as follows:
a. Demonstrate through hydrologic and hydraulic analysis that for stormwater leaving the site, post-construction runoff hydrographs for the current and projected 2-, 10-, and 100-year storm events, as defined and determined in paragraphs 15.16.040.C and D, respectively, of this ordinance, do not exceed, at any point in time, the pre-construction runoff hydrographs for the same storm events;
SECTION FOUR:
Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon publication of Notice of Final Passage in the manner provided by law.
Attorney Anderson explained that the only changes this Ordinance makes to the existing Borough Code, is the cross-references of paragraphs, which was requested by the County. 
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Haversang
	 
	    X
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	     X
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Smith
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Medea
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 



CONSENT AGENDA
(Adoption upon Roll Call)
 “Consent Agenda items are routine and will be enacted with a single motion. Any items that require expenditures are supported by a certification of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent Agenda items (indicated with *) will be reflected in the full minutes.”

*LIST OF BILLS

* APPROVAL OF MINUTES
	
	June 17, 2025 Regular Meeting
	June 30, 2025 Special Meeting

*RESOLUTION R-66-25
AUTHORIZING AN INCREASE IN THE BID AND QUOTE THRESHOLDS PURSUANT
TO NJSA 40A:11-3

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-3, the State Treasurer increased the minimum bid threshold to $53,000 in aggregate for the contract year in those municipalities whose purchasing agents possess a Qualified Purchasing Agent (QPA) certificate; and 

	WHEREAS, as a result, the new quote threshold for municipalities with a QPA is now $7,950, or 15% of the bid threshold; and

	WHEREAS, Kathleen Holzer possesses the designation of Qualified Purchasing Agent as issued by the Director of the Division of Local Government Services in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:34-5 et seq.; and

WHEREAS, Kathleen Holzer has been appointed as the Qualified Purchasing Agent for the Borough of Califon; and
	WHEREAS, the Borough of Califon finds it in the interest of efficiency and economy for the Borough of Califon to continue with the increase in the bid threshold and, as a result, the quote threshold pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-3. 

	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon, in the County of Hunterdon, in the State of New Jersey that the bid threshold for the Borough be increased to $53,000.00 and the quote threshold be increased to $7,950.

	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that such contracts as may be awarded under this Resolution shall comply with all other applicable laws, including, but not limited to, certification of funds by the Acting Chief Financial Officer where required. 

Consent Agenda
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Haversang
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Smith
	    X
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Medea
	 
	    X
	    X
	 
	 
	 




Council Member Medea requested that the June 3, 2025 Regular Meeting minutes not be included in the Consent Agenda.  He inquired if the text of correspondence sent to the Borough is required to be included in the minutes.  Attorney Anderson replied that the text is not required to be in the minutes.  Mr. Medea made a motion to approve the June 3, 2025 Regular meeting minutes by removing the text of the correspondence sent to the Borough.  Council Member Smith seconded that motion. 
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Haversang
	 
	    
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	     
	 
	    
	 
	    X
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	 
	    
	 
	    X
	 

	Smith
	    
	    X
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Medea
	    X
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 



COMMITTEE REPORTS
Council Member Medea – Clayton’s Corner in front of the post office was planted with native grasses, perennials, shrubs, and some annuals. Zadlock’s provided a deeply discounted price, and it was paid for by the Historical Society. The Environmental Commission will handle watering at this time.  It looks great - Thank you to the Historical Society! 
Council Member Haversang- Trout Unlimited and Raritan Headwaters are working with the invasive species task force on July 29 to apply herbicide. 
Council Member Janas – The Planning Board had a meeting on June 25th with a public hearing and subsequent adoption of the Borough Housing Element and Fair Share Plan. The next Planning Board meeting will be on July 30. 
Council Member Smith – Califon School Board of Ed held a meeting on June 18 and approved 14 tuition-paying Pre-K students and 5 tuition paying students in the other grades for the upcoming school year. 
Council Member Ruggiero – Elizabethtown Gas is installing gas mains and service lines in Hoffman Drive neighborhood. Once complete, paving has to be put off for 6 -8 weeks to allow for settling of the trench repair.
MAYOR’S REPORT
Mayor Daniel – met with a contractor to obtain a proposal to utilize a $30K grant received for stormwater mitigation. The Borough had anticipated using that grant money on the property owned by the Borough between Academy and Main Streets, however the property now has dense vegetation, and the contractor believes if we disturb the vegetation, it could make the water issue worse. The Borough Engineer will present other options for stormwater mitigation. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION
RESOLUTION R-67-25
PROVIDING FOR A MEETING NOT OPEN TO THE PUBLIC IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NEW JERSEY OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that an Executive Session, not open to the public, shall be held immediately following the adoption of this Resolution for:
Pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiation which the public body is or may become a party. 
Minutes will be kept and once the matter involving the confidentiality of the above no longer requires that confidentiality, then the minutes can be made public.


	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Haversang
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	 
	    X
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Smith
	    X
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Medea
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 



The Borough Council entered into Executive Session at 8:07 p.m.
The Borough Council exited from Executive Session at 9:14 pm. 

ADJOURNMENT  - 	Time: 9:14 p.m.
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second

	Haversang
	 
	 

	Janas
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	    X

	Smith
	    X
	 

	Medea
	 
	 



