BOROUGH OF CALIFON COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES JUNE 17, 2025 

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Daniel called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. “I would like to announce and have placed in the minutes that adequate notice of this Regular Meeting of the Califon Borough Council has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by publication of the legal notice in the Hunterdon Review and Hunterdon County Democrat. In addition, a copy of this notice was posted on the bulletin board in the municipal building and is on file in the Clerk/Administrator’s office”.  

FLAG SALUTE – The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

ROLL CALL
	Council Member
	Present
	Absent

	Baggstrom
	    X
	 

	Haversang
	 
	     X

	Janas
	    X
	 

	Ruggiero
	    X
	 

	Smith
	    X
	 

	Medea
	    X
	 


Others present: Mayor Daniel, Borough Attorney Anderson, Chief Almer, Clerk/Administrator Haughey

CORRESPONDENCE
Clerk/Administrator Haughey reminded the Council Members of the June 30, 2025 at 5:30 p.m. Special Council Meeting to endorse the Housing Element and Fair Share Plan that the Planning Board will adopt on June 25, 2025.  
She also stated that she thanked the owner of Pets, Pets, Pets for their generous offer to install pet waste bag stations, and relayed to him that the Council was unable to accept his offer since there wouldn’t be anyone to empty those garbage cans.

OLD BUSINESS
PUBLIC HEARING AND FINAL ADOPTION – Ordinance 2025-03
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REVISED BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF CALIFON BY REPLACING SECTION 8.24.070, "NON-LIFE HAZARD USES" IN TITLE 8, "HEALTH AND SAFETY", CHAPTER 24, "BUREAU OF FIRE PREVENTION"
BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon that the Borough Code adopted August 24, 2000 and heretofore amended be further amended as follows:
SECTION ONE:
In Title 8 of the Borough Code, "Health and Safety", Section 8.24.070, "Non-life Hazard Uses", is hereby replaced in its entirety with the following:
8.24.070 – Non-life hazard uses.
A. 	In addition to the registrations required by the Uniform Fire Code, the following non-life-hazard uses shall register with the Bureau of Fire Prevention.  These uses shall be inspected once per year and shall pay an annual fee as set forth below:
Use	Annual Fee
(1) — Assembly Use Group: 
A-1 Eating establishment under 50 	$75.00
A-2 Take-out food service (no seating)	$75.00
A-3 House of worship not exclusively 
used for religious purposes 	$75.00
A-4 Recreation centers, multipurpose, etc. 
(fewer than 50) 	$100.00
A-5 Courtrooms, library, fraternal organizations, 
condominium centers (fewer than 50) 	$100.00
A-6 Senior centers (fewer than 50) 	$75.00
(2) — Business Use Group 
B-1 Professional use one- and two-story 
(up to 1,000 square feet) 	$75.00
B-2 One- and two-story (1,001 to 2,500 square feet) 	$75.00
B-4 Three-to-five story (Up to 10,000 square feet)	$150.00
B-5 Three-to-five story (10,001 square feet or greater)	$190.00
(3) — Retail/Mercantile Use Group 
M-1 One- and two-story (less than 5,000 square feet)	$125.00
M-2 One- and two-story (more than 5,000 square feet and less than 12,000 square feet)	$150.00
M-4 Three- to five-story (less than 5,000 square feet)	$200.00
M-5 Three- to five-story (more than 5,000 square feet and less than 12,000 square feet) 	$225.00
(4) — Manufacturing (Factory) Group: 
F-1 One- and two-story (less than 5,000 square feet)	$100.00
F-2 One- and two-story (more than 5,000 square feet and less than 12,000 square feet) 	$125.00
F-4 Three- to five-story (less than 5,000 square feet) 	$175.00
F-5 Three- to five-story (more than 5,000 square feet and less than 12,000 square feet) 	$200.00
(5) — Storage Use Group: 
S-1 One- and two-story (less than 5,000 square feet)	$100.00
S-2 One- and two-story (more than 5,000 square feet and less than 12,000 square feet) 	$125.00
S-4 Three- to five-story (less than 5,000 square feet)	$175.00
S-5 Three- to five-story (more than 5,000 square feet and less than 12,000 square feet) 	$200.00
(6) — Residential Use Group: 
R-1 As defined in Uniform Fire Code 	$100.00
R-2 As defined in Uniform Fire Code, See E — Common Areas Use Group
R-3 As defined in Uniform Fire Code, See E — Common Areas Use Group
R-4 As defined in Uniform Fire Code, See E — Common Areas Use Group
(7) — Utilities Use Group: 
U-1 Under 2,500 square feet 	$100.00
U-2 2,500 and over square feet 	$125.00
(8) — Common Areas Use Group 
E-1 One- and two-story (less than 5,000 square feet)	$100.00
E-2 One- and two-story (more than 5,000 square feet and less than 12,000 square feet)	$100.00
E-3 One- and two-story (more than 12,000 square 
feet)	$125.00
E-4 Three- to five-story (less than 5,000 square feet)	$125.00 
E-5 Three- to five-story (more than 5,000 square feet and less than 12,000 square feet) 	$150.00
E-6 Three- to five-story (more than 12,000 square feet	$200.00
(9) — Agricultural Use Group:
Agricultural Use Group	$75.00
B. 	Uses not classified above that are subject to the Uniform Fire Code shall be classified as business uses.
C. 	Uses required to register with the State as life-hazard uses shall not be required to register under this section.
D. 	Municipal-owned buildings, buildings owned and occupied by municipal fire companies and/or rescue squads, buildings owned and occupied by nonprofit religious organizations that are used solely for religious purposes and buildings owned and occupied by nonprofit organizations used solely for nonprofit purposes shall be exempt from registration fees.
E. 	All residential uses except R-1 Uses shall be inspected in the common areas only and the fees established for the Common Areas Use Group shall apply.
F. 	Failure to pay registration fee shall result in a penalty of double the outstanding registration fee, in addition to the initial registration fee.

SECTION TWO:
Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon publication of Notice of Final Passage in the manner provided by law.
Mayor Daniel opened the meeting for Public Comment on Ordinance 2025-03. As there were no comments the Mayor closed the meeting to the public. 
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Baggstrom
	    X
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	 

	Haversang
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	     X

	Janas
	 
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	     X
	     X
	 
	 
	 

	Smith
	 
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	 

	Medea
	 
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	 




NEW BUSINESS

ORDINANCE 2025-05 – Introduction 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REVISED BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF CALIFON BY REPLACING SECTIONS 8.28.010, 8.28.040, AND 8.28.070, OF TITLE 8, CHAPTER 28, "SMOKE-SENSITIVE ALARM, CARBON MONOXIDE DEVICES AND FIRE EXTINGUISHERS", IN THEIR ENTIRETY
BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon that the Borough Code adopted August 24, 2000 and heretofore amended be further amended as follows: 
SECTION ONE: 
Title 8 of the Borough Code, "Health and Safety", Chapter 8.28, "Smoke-Sensitive Alarm, Carbon Monoxide Devices and Fire Extinguishers", Section 8.28.010, "Smoke-sensitive devices required", is hereby amended by replacing it in its entirety with the following: 
8.28.010 - Smoke alarms, carbon monoxide alarms, and portable fire extinguishers required. 
A. Before any single family, two family or multifamily dwelling unit is sold, leased or otherwise made subject to a change of occupancy for residential purposes, the owner shall obtain a certificate of smoke alarm, carbon monoxide alarm, and portable fire extinguisher compliance (CSACMAPFEC certificate). 
B. No dwelling unit shall change occupancy until one or more smoke alarms and one or more carbon monoxide alarms, or another approved fire alarm system, are installed for each dwelling unit in accordance with all the requirements of the New Jersey Uniform Construction Code and the Uniform Fire Code. 
C. No dwelling unit shall change occupancy until at least one residential portable fire extinguisher is installed in accordance with the following: 
1. An extinguisher shall be within 10 feet of the kitchen and located in the path of egress; 
2. The extinguisher shall be readily accessible and not obstructed from view;
 3. The extinguisher shall be mounted using the manufacturer's hanging bracket so the operating instructions are clearly visible; 25cg-03 2 June 17, 2025 
4. The top of the extinguisher shall not be more than five feet above the floor. 
5. The extinguisher shall be an approved listed and labeled type with a minimum rating of 2A-10B:C and no more than 10 pounds; 
6. The owner's manual or written operation instructions shall be provided during the inspection and left for the new occupant; and 
7. The extinguisher shall be serviced and tagged by a certified Division of Fire Safety contractor within the past 12 months or the seller must have a receipt for the purchase of the extinguisher within the past 12 months. 
D. The fees for CSACMAPFEC certificates shall be as follows: 
1. Requests for a CSACMAPFEC received more than 10 business days prior to a change of occupancy: $40; 
2. Requests for a CSACMAPFEC received four to 10 business days prior to a change of occupancy: $70; 
3. Requests for a CSACMAPFEC received fewer than four business days prior to a change of occupancy: $125. 4. The fee for each additional inspection after a failed inspection shall be the same as the fee for the initial inspection. 
E. Failure to obtain a CSACMAPFEC Certificate shall result in a penalty of $250. 
SECTION TWO: 
Title 8 of the Borough Code, "Health and Safety", Chapter 8.28, "Smoke-Sensitive Alarm, Carbon Monoxide Devices and Fire Extinguishers", Section 8.28.040, "Change of occupancy", is hereby amended by replacing it in its entirety with the following: 
8.28.040 – Reserved. 
SECTION THREE: 
Title 8 of the Borough Code, "Health and Safety", Chapter 8.28, "Smoke-Sensitive Alarm, Carbon Monoxide Devices and Fire Extinguishers", Section 8.28.070, "Inspections; fees ", is 25cg-03 3 June 17, 2025 hereby amended by replacing it in its entirety with the following: 
8.28.070 – Reserved. 
SECTION FOUR: 
Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon publication of Notice of Final Passage in the manner provided by law. 

	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Baggstrom
	 
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	 

	Haversang
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	     X

	Janas
	 
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	 

	Smith
	 
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	 

	Medea
	 
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	 



CONSENT AGENDA
(Adoption upon Roll Call)
 “Consent Agenda items are routine and will be enacted with a single motion. Any items that require expenditures are supported by a certification of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent Agenda items (indicated with *) will be reflected in the full minutes.”

*LIST OF BILLS

*RESOLUTION R-64-25
APPROVAL OF PLENARY RETAIL DISTRIBUTION LIQUOR LICENSE RENEWAL TO PRAIJAPATI BROS, LLC
WHEREAS, the renewal application forms are required to be complete in all respects and the applicants are qualified to be licensed according to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey State Statutes and regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 
WHEREAS, the New Jersey Division of Taxation and Alcoholic Beverage Control laws require issuance of a Tax Clearance Certificate as a condition of renewal for every plenary retail distribution liquor licensee in the State of New Jersey; and 
WHEREAS, the following licensee has obtained a Tax Clearance Certificate from the New Jersey Division of Taxation, and the Borough is in receipt of the fee associated with the application. 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that the following application for renewal of Plenary Retail Distribution Liquor License be granted, effective July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2026; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Municipal Clerk or her duly authorized agent is hereby authorized to sign, issue, and deliver such license to the following licensee:
NAME AND TRADE NAME, IF ANY	LICENSE NO. 	      	ADDRESS
PRAJAPATI BROTHERS LLC		1004-44-001-006        		430 County Route 513 	
t/a Califon Wine & Spirits			                              		Califon, N.J. 07830

	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Baggstrom
	 
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	 

	Haversang
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	     X

	Janas
	 
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	 

	Smith
	    X
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	 

	Medea
	 
	      X
	     X
	 
	 
	 




COMMITTEE REPORTS
Council Member Medea stated that the Parks and Recreation Committee met on Wednesday, June 11. They discussed the Memorial Day Parade, what worked well that they will continue and some potential changes for the future. They also discussed the upcoming Califon Fun Days scheduled for July 14 – 18, 2025. CM Medea also stated that he has a landscaping plan for Clayton’s Corner. CM Ruggiero stated that the Historical Society has offered to donate some money towards that project. C/A Haughey stated that she will reach out to Aqua regarding water in that area. CM Medea has been in touch with Gary Schall regarding the project for the front steps of the Municipal building. 
Council Member Janas reported that the Planning Board will hold a regular meeting on June 18, with a light agenda and a Special Meeting on June 25, 2025 in order to adopt the Housing Element and Fair Share Plan. 
Council Member Smith had no report. 
Council Member Baggstrom stated that this is his last meeting as a Council Member.  He said that Califon is the best place to live in New Jersey and has enjoyed his 26 years serving on various committees and on the Council. Mayor Daniel thanked him for his service. 
Council Member Ruggiero stated that the new email system was rolled out.
MAYOR’S REPORT 
Mayor Daniel stated that during July and August there is only one Council Meeting per month: July 15 and August 19.
Mayor Daniel asked Chief Almer if he had anything to report; he did not. There were no questions from Council for the Chief. 
PUBLIC COMMENT
There were no public comments.

ADJOURNMENT  - 	Time: 7:21 p.m.
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second

	Baggstrom
	 
	     X

	Haversang
	 
	 

	Janas
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	 

	Smith
	     X
	 

	Medea
	 
	 



