BOROUGH OF CALIFON COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF MAY 20, 2025

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Daniel called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. “I would like to announce and have placed in the minutes that adequate notice of this Regular Meeting of the Califon Borough Council has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by publication of the legal notice in the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat. In addition, this notice was posted on the bulletin board in the municipal building and is on file in the Clerk/Administrator’s office”.  
FLAG SALUTE – The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

ROLL CALL
	Council Member
	Present
	Absent

	Baggstrom
	    X
	 

	Haversang
	 
	    X

	Janas
	    X
	 

	Ruggiero
	    X
	 

	Smith
	    X
	 

	Medea
	 
	    X



Others present: Mayor Daniel, Borough Attorney Anderson (via Zoom), Clerk/Administrator Haughey

CORRESPONDENCE
Clerk/Administrator Haughey stated that an email was forwarded to Council regarding a Sensory Garden that Kathie Schwarz is creating in the park. Ms. Schwarz and her family are installing this at no cost to the Borough. The Parks and Recreation Committee will ensure its maintenance. 

OLD BUSINESS
There was no old business. 

NEW BUSINESS
ORDINANCE 2025-03
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REVISED BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF CALIFON BY REPLACING SECTION 8.24.070, "NON-LIFE HAZARD USES" IN TITLE 8, "HEALTH AND SAFETY", CHAPTER 24, "BUREAU OF FIRE PREVENTION"

BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon that the Borough Code adopted August 24, 2000 and heretofore amended be further amended as follows:

SECTION ONE:

In Title 8 of the Borough Code, "Health and Safety", Section 8.24.070, "Non-life Hazard Uses", is hereby replaced in its entirety with the following:

8.24.070 – Non-life hazard uses.

A. 	In addition to the registrations required by the Uniform Fire Code, the following non-life-hazard uses shall register with the Bureau of Fire Prevention.  These uses shall be inspected once per year and shall pay an annual fee as set forth below:

Use	Annual Fee
(1) — Assembly Use Group: 
A-1 Eating establishment under 50 	$75.00
A-2 Take-out food service (no seating)	$75.00
A-3 House of worship not exclusively 
used for religious purposes 	$75.00
A-4 Recreation centers, multipurpose, etc. 
(fewer than 50) 	$100.00
A-5 Courtrooms, library, fraternal organizations, 
condominium centers (fewer than 50) 	$100.00
A-6 Senior centers (fewer than 50) 	$75.00

(2) — Business Use Group 
B-1 Professional use one- and two-story 
(up to 1,000 square feet) 	$75.00
B-2 One- and two-story (1,001 to 2,500 square feet) 	$75.00
B-4 Three-to-five story (Up to 10,000 square feet)	$150.00
B-5 Three-to-five story (10,001 square feet or 
greater)	$190.00

(3) — Retail/Mercantile Use Group 
M-1 One- and two-story (less than 5,000 square feet)	$125.00
M-2 One- and two-story (more than 5,000 square feet 
and less than 12,000 square feet)	$150.00
M-4 Three- to five-story (less than 5,000 square 
feet)	$200.00
M-5 Three- to five-story (more than 5,000 square 
feet and less than 12,000 square feet) 	$225.00

(4) — Manufacturing (Factory) Group: 
F-1 One- and two-story (less than 5,000 square feet)	$100.00
F-2 One- and two-story (more than 5,000 square feet 
and less than 12,000 square feet) 	$125.00
F-4 Three- to five-story (less than 5,000 square 
feet) 	$175.00
F-5 Three- to five-story (more than 5,000 square 
feet and less than 12,000 square feet) 	$200.00

(5) — Storage Use Group: 
S-1 One- and two-story (less than 5,000 square feet)	$100.00
S-2 One- and two-story (more than 5,000 square feet 
and less than 12,000 square feet) 	$125.00
S-4 Three- to five-story (less than 5,000 square 
feet)	$175.00
S-5 Three- to five-story (more than 5,000 square 
feet and less than 12,000 square feet) 	$200.00

(6) — Residential Use Group: 
R-1 As defined in Uniform Fire Code 	$100.00
R-2 As defined in Uniform Fire Code, See E — Common Areas Use Group
R-3 As defined in Uniform Fire Code, See E — Common Areas Use Group
R-4 As defined in Uniform Fire Code, See E — Common Areas Use Group

(7) — Utilities Use Group: 
U-1 Under 2,500 square feet 	$100.00
U-2 2,500 and over square feet 	$125.00

(8) — Common Areas Use Group 
E-1 One- and two-story (less than 5,000 square feet)	$100.00
E-2 One- and two-story (more than 5,000 square feet 
and less than 12,000 square feet)	$100.00
E-3 One- and two-story (more than 12,000 square 
feet)	$125.00
E-4 Three- to five-story (less than 5,000 square 
feet)	$125.00 
E-5 Three- to five-story (more than 5,000 square 
feet and less than 12,000 square feet) 	$150.00
E-6 Three- to five-story (more than 12,000 square 
feet	$200.00

(9) — Agricultural Use Group:
Agricultural Use Group	$75.00

B. 	Uses not classified above that are subject to the Uniform Fire Code shall be classified as business uses.

C. 	Uses required to register with the State as life-hazard uses shall not be required to register under this section.

D. 	Municipal-owned buildings, buildings owned and occupied by municipal fire companies and/or rescue squads, buildings owned and occupied by nonprofit religious organizations that are used solely for religious purposes and buildings owned and occupied by nonprofit organizations used solely for nonprofit purposes shall be exempt from registration fees.

E. 	All residential uses except R-1 Uses shall be inspected in the common areas only and the fees established for the Common Areas Use Group shall apply.

F. 	Failure to pay registration fee shall result in a penalty of double the outstanding registration fee, in addition to the initial registration fee.

SECTION TWO:
Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon publication of Notice of Final Passage in the manner provided by law.

	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Baggstrom
	    X
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Haversang
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	    X

	Janas
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	    X
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Smith
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Medea
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	    X




ORDINANCE 2025-04
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REVISED BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF CALIFON BY REPLACING SECTION 8.28.010, "SMOKE-SENSITIVE DEVICES REQUIRED" IN ITS ENTIRETY

BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon that the Borough Code adopted August 24, 2000 and heretofore amended be further amended as follows:
SECTION ONE:
Title 8 of the Borough Code, "Health and Safety", Chapter 8.28, "Smoke-Sensitive Alarm, Carbon Monoxide Devices and Fire Extinguishers", Section 8.28.010, "Smoke-sensitive devices required", is hereby amended by replacing it in its entirety with the following:
8.28.010 - Smoke-sensitive devices, carbon monoxide sensor devices, and portable fire extinguishers required.
A.	Every structure used or intended to be used for residential purposes by not more than two households shall have smoke-sensitive alarm devices and carbon monoxide sensor devices as required by State law and a portable fire extinguisher as required by paragraph B of this Section.  This section shall not be enforced except pursuant to Section 8.28.040 of this Chapter.

B.	Residential portable fire extinguishers are required to be installed in accordance with the following:
1.	An extinguisher shall be within 10 feet of the kitchen and located in the path of egress;
2.	The extinguisher shall be readily accessible and not obstructed from view;
3.	The extinguisher shall be mounted using the manufacturer's hanging bracket so the operating instructions are clearly visible;
4.	The top of the extinguisher shall not be more than five feet above the floor.
5.	The extinguisher shall be an approved listed and labeled type with a minimum rating of 2A-10B:C and no more than 10 pounds;
6.	The owner's manual or written operation instructions shall be provided during the inspection and left for the new occupant; and
7.	The extinguisher shall be serviced and tagged by a certified Division of Fire Safety contractor within the past 12 months or the seller must have a receipt for the purchase of the extinguisher within the past 12 months.

SECTION TWO:
Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon publication of Notice of Final Passage in the manner provided by law.
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Baggstrom
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Haversang
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	    X

	Janas
	 
	    X
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Smith
	    X
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Medea
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	    X




RESOLUTION R-58-25
GOVERNING BODY CERTIFICATION OF THE ANNUAL AUDIT

	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Baggstrom
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Haversang
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	    X

	Janas
	    X
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	    X
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Smith
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Medea
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	    X


CONSENT AGENDA
(Adoption upon Roll Call)
 “Consent Agenda items are routine and will be enacted with a single motion. Any items that require expenditures are supported by a certification of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent Agenda items (indicated with *) will be reflected in the full minutes.”

*LIST OF BILLS

*RESOLUTION R-59-25
RETURN OF ESCROW FOR 36 RARITAN DRIVE
WHEREAS, the Borough of Califon requested an escrow from Elizabethtown Gas for work at 36 Raritan Drive; and 

WHEREAS, Elizabethtown Gas provided $750 in escrow for said project; and 

WHEREAS, Borough Engineer Boorady did an engineering review of the project, with a $140 charge against that escrow; and 

WHEREAS, Elizabethtown Gas has requested that the escrow now be released; and 

WHEREAS, the Township Engineer has completed his review and inspection of the site and has recommended returning the remaining escrow of $610.00. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon that recommendation of the Borough Engineer dated April 15, 2025, regarding the return of escrow monies to Elizabethtown Gas for 36 Raritan Drive be accepted.

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to proceed in accordance with the recommendation of the Borough Engineer and submit a voucher to the Acting CFO for payment. 


*RESOLUTION R-60-25
AUTHORIZING USFWS TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION FOR PROJECT AUTHORIZATION ON      BEHALF OF THE BOROUGH OF CALIFON

WHEREAS, the Borough of Califon is the legal owner of Block 5, Lot 25 in the Califon Historic District; and 

WHEREAS, Block 5, Lot 25, falls withing the “Project Area” for Project #24-1526-1, the Cole’s Mill Dam Project; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough is required to submit an Application for Project Authorization to the New Jersey Historic Preservation Office for Project #24-1526-1; and 

WHEREAS, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service is a lead agency for this project and will submit the Application on behalf of the Borough of Califon. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon that the United States Fish and Wildlife Service is hereby authorized to submit the Application for Project Authorization for Project #24-1526-1 on behalf of the Borough of Califon. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk/Administrator is hereby authorized to submit a letter to the New Jersey Historic Preservation Office to inform them that the United States Fish and Wildlife Service will submit the Application for Project Authorization on behalf of the Borough of Califon. 


*RESOLUTIONR-61-25
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF ESTIMATED TAX BILLS FOR THE 2025 THIRD QUARTER PAYMENT

WHEREAS, it is anticipated that the Borough of Califon will not be able to issue tax bills for the third quarter 2025 payment on a timely basis due to the failure of the State of New Jersey to provide the necessary certification to the County Board of Taxation; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Califon has determined that there could be insufficient cash flow to support operations in August if the tax bills are not sent out shortly; and

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey, Division of Local Government Services, is unable to provide a timeframe for the provision of the necessary certification to the County Board of Taxation.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough of Califon, of the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that:
	
1. The Tax Collector is hereby directed to take all steps necessary to send out estimated tax bills for the third quarter 2025.
The entire estimated tax levy for 2025 is hereby set at $ 6,104,155.00, and the estimated tax rate is $4.087
    
1. In accordance with the law, the third installment of 2025 taxes shall not be subject to interest until the later of August 10th or the 25th calendar day after the date the estimated tax bills are mailed.  The estimated tax bills shall contain a notice specifying the date on which interest may begin to accrue.

CONSENT AGENDA
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Baggstrom
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Haversang
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	    X

	Janas
	    X
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	    X
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Smith
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Medea
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	   X 




COMMITTEE REPORTS
Committee Member Janas reported that the Planning Board meeting scheduled for May 21st was cancelled due to lack of public business.
Committee Member Smith reported that the Board of Education met on May 14th. Graduation for eighth grade is June 12, and for Pre-K and Kindergarten on June 13th. The last day of school is June 16. Califon School participated in Relay for Life for the first time this year and raised the most money of any participating group. 
Committee Member Baggstrom had no report. 
Committee Member Ruggiero reported that the Memorial Day Ceremony and Parade is Monday, May 26th.  The Park and Rec Committee is beginning to fundraise and get sponsorships for the Street Fair in October. 
MAYOR’S REPORT
Mayor Daniel stated that NJDOT has grants available for road paving, with applications due July 1, 2025, however it is difficult for the Borough to be approved for those grants since our roads are not heavily traveled.  Additionally, the grant is only 40% of the total cost of the project, and the Borough doesn’t have money available to cover the additional cost.  However, he will confer with the Acting CFO. The Mayor also reported that the County required revaluation will probably cost the Borough between $50 - $60K. That expense can be paid over a 5-year period with a special emergency appropriation. 
Council Member Ruggiero further reported on the installation of the gas line. Borough Engineer Boorady and Elizabethtown Gas are still in discussion about paving following installation. In an email to the gas company, Engineer Boorady pointed out that Elizabethtown has benefitted from not having to pave roads in the Borough in the past, due to the Borough paving them. He also gave examples of other towns where paving has occurred. He and the Mayor recommended that residents reach out to the gas company to urge them to agree to what the Borough is requesting for paving. 
PUBLIC COMMENT
Mayor Daniel opened the meeting to the public. 

Bob Schwarz, resident, inquired about the installation of the gas line. He will reach out to the salesperson at Elizabethtown Gas to encourage them to agree to the paving request. 

Charlie Meiser, resident, stated that there are 51 homes in the Borough who have agreed to have natural gas installed, which is 12.5% of the Borough. He wants to be sure that the line will get installed prior to Aqua paving the roads, and that residents won’t have to wait for the 5-year road opening moratorium. 

Bruce Morrow, resident, provided Council Members with a draft of the Memorial Day Service program. He also stated that $15K out of the required $20K has been raised for the Vietnam Traveling Wall, which is scheduled to come to Califon in May 2026. He is looking into having a Blackhawk helicopter land in Califon Island Park and may have a 2-star General speak at the ceremony. 

ADJOURNMENT
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second

	Baggstrom
	 
	 

	Haversang
	 
	 

	Janas
	 
	     X

	Ruggiero
	 
	 

	Smith
	    X
	 

	Medea
	 
	 



The meeting adjourned at 7:51 p.m.
