BOROUGH OF CALIFON COUNCIL 
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES OF MAY 13, 2025

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Daniel called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. “I would like to announce and have placed in the minutes that adequate notice of this Special Meeting of the Califon Borough Council has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by publication of a legal notice in the Hunterdon Review on April 30, 2025.  In addition, this notice was posted on the bulletin board in the municipal building and is on file in the Clerk/Administrator’s office”.  
FLAG SALUTE – The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

ROLL CALL
	Council Member
	Present
	Absent

	Baggstrom
	    X
	 

	Haversang
	    X
	 

	Janas
	    X
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	    X

	Smith
	    X
	 

	Medea
	    X
	 



Others present: Mayor Daniel, Borough Attorney Anderson (via Zoom), Borough Auditor Ardito (via Zoom), Clerk/Administrator Haughey, Acting Borough CFO Monahan

CORRESPONDENCE
Clerk/Administrator Haughey stated that the new Tax Assessor, Chris Lauver, will have office hours on the third Wednesday of every month from 6 – 8 pm, and by appointment. 
John from Pets, Pets, Pets, reached out to administration offering to install dog waste bag stations around the Borough and maintain them at no cost to the Borough. John will provide more information about the locations and the type of station. 
Plans for the Memorial Day Parade are shaping up well, Kona Ice and the Infantry are confirmed, more volunteers will be confirmed at the Thursday meeting of Parks and Recreation. 

OLD BUSINESS
Clerk/Administrator Haughey explained that Resolution R-54-25 had to be revised due to an incorrect term. 
RESOLUTION R-54-2025 REVISED
APPOINTMENT OF TAX ASSESSOR CHRISTOPHER LAUVER
WHEREAS, the Califon Borough Tax Assessor, appointed for a four-year term from July 1, 2023, through June 30, 2027, provided notice of her resignation effective May 1, 2025; and
WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:9-141, the Borough of Califon shall provide for the appointment of a municipal Tax Assessor. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Califon that Christopher Lauver, CTA, is hereby appointed as Part-Time Tax Assessor for the Borough of Califon, Hunterdon County, New Jersey, for a term to commence on May 6, 2025, and end on June 30, 2029, at a rate of $16,000 annually. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution will be forwarded to the Division of Taxation, State of New Jersey. 




	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Baggstrom
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Haversang
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	 
	    X
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	    X

	Smith
	    X
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Medea
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 




NEW BUSINESS

RESOLUTION R-55-25
CERTIFICATION THAT BOROUGH HAS MET REQUIREMENTS FOR BUDGET SELF-EXAMINATION
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A.40A:4-78b has authorized the Local Finance Board to adopt rules that permit municipalities in sound fiscal condition to assume the responsibility, normally granted to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, of conducting the annual budget examination; and,

WHEREAS, N.J.A.C.5:30-7 was adopted by the Local Finance Board on February 11, 1997; and,

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.A.C.5:30-7.2 thru 7.5 the Borough of Califon has been declared eligible to participate in the program by the Division of Local Government Services, and the Chief Financial Officer has determined that the Borough of Califon meets the necessary conditions to participate in the program for the 2025 budget year, so now therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Committee of the Borough of Califon that in accordance with N.J.A.C.5:30-7.6a & b, and based upon the Chief Financial Officer's certification, the governing body has found the budget has met the following requirements:

	1.	That with reference to the following items, the amounts have been calculated pursuant to law and appropriated as such in the budget:

		a.  Payment of interest and debt redemption charges
		b.  Deferred charges and statutory expenditures
		c.  Cash deficit of preceding year
		d.  Reserve for uncollected taxes
		e.  Other reserves and non-disbursement items
		f.  Any inclusions of amounts required for school purposes

	2. 		That the provisions relating to limitation on increases of appropriations pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:45.2 and appropriations for exceptions to limits on appropriations found at 40A:4-45.3 et seq. are fully met. (Complies with the "CAP" law.)

	3. 		That the budget is in such form, arrangement and content as required by the Local Budget Law and N.J.A.C.5:30-4 and 5:30-5.

	4.  That pursuant to the Local Budget Law:

a. All estimates of revenue are reasonable, accurate and correctly stated;
b. Items of appropriation are properly set forth;
c. In itemization, form, arrangement and content, the budget will permit the exercise of the comptroller function within the municipality.

	5.		The budget and associated amendments have been introduced, publicly advertised and adopted in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Local Budget Law, except that failure to meet the deadlines of N.J.S.A.40A:4-5, shall not prevent such certification.

	6.  That all other applicable statutory requirements have been fulfilled.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services.
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Baggstrom
	    X
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Haversang
	 
	   X
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	 
	    
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	    X

	Smith
	    
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Medea
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 




RESOLUTION R-56-25
BUDGET TO BE READ BY TITLE ONLY
WHEREAS, at a Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Calion on April 15, 2025, the Borough Council adopted Resolution R-53-25 approving the introduction of the 2025 Municipal Budget; and

WHEREAS, on April 30, 2025, a summary of said budget was published in the Hunterdon Review, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A;4-6.1 setting forth the date, time and place of the hearing as May 13, 2025, at the Municipal Building of the Borough of Califon, 39 Academy Street, Califon, New Jersey at 7:00 p.m.; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A;4-8 at least one week prior to the date of the hearing and at the hearing, a complete copy of the approved budget has been made available for public inspection, and has been made available to each person upon request, and

WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A;4-8 the budget may be read at the public hearing by its title when a complete copy of the approved budget has been made available for public inspection and to each person upon request at least one week prior to the date of the hearing and at the hearing.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Califon that the Council hereby determines that the Municipal Budget for 2025 shall be read by its title having declared that the conditions have been met. 
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Baggstrom
	    
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Haversang
	 
	   
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	    X
	    
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	    X

	Smith
	    
	    X
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Medea
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 




BUDGET HEARING AND FINAL ADOPTION OF 2025 MUNICIPAL BUDGET

Mayor Daniel opened the meeting to the public for comment on the 2025 Municipal Budget. There being no comments, Mayor Daniel closed the meeting to the public. 

RESOLUTION R-57-25
ADOPTION OF 2025 MUNICIPAL BUDGET
WHEREAS, on April 15, 2025, the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon adopted Resolution R-53-25 approving the introduction of the 2025 Municipal Budget; and

WHEREAS, on April 30, 2025 a summary of said budget was published in the Hunterdon Review, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A;4-6.1; and

WHEREAS, on May 13, 2025, the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon adopted Resolution R-56-25 permitting said budget to be read by title only in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:4-3; and

WHEREAS, on May 13, 2025, the 2025 Municipal Budget was read by title and a public hearing said budget was held.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Califon that the 2025 Municipal Budget as introduced on April 15, 2025, with total Appropriations and Revenues equaling $1,596,092, is hereby approved and adopted upon final reading; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Acting CFO shall transmit certified copies of the adopted 2025 Municipal Budget to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services withing three days of adoption; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Municipal Clerk shall transmit a certified copy of the adopted 2025 Municipal Budget to the Hunterdon County Board of Taxation not later than 15 days following adoption. 
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Baggstrom
	    
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Haversang
	 
	   
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	    
	      X
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	    X

	Smith
	     X
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Medea
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 



COMMITTEE REPORTS
Council Member Medea had nothing to report. 

Council Member Haversang reported that the Environmental Commission will host a speaker on Community-based Composting on June 26, 2025. He also stated that the First Aid Squad is reinvigorated and excited about a new ambulance and stretcher they have acquired. 

Council Member Janas reported that the Planning Board held a meeting on April 30, 2025. They had a public hearing on a resident’s proposed solar panel installation, which was approved. John Lynch presented concerns about the Cole’s Mill Dam project. CM Janas also stated that the State requires the Fourth Round Housing Element and Fair Share Plan to be adopted by both the Planning Board and Borough Council by June 30, 2025, which may require additional special meetings for one or both of those bodies.

Council Member Smith reported that Califon School held a budget hearing on April 30, 2025. The budget will see a 3.5% increase for next year, which is $232 for a house valued at $400K. They are facing a 163% increase in their Special Education costs, with 12% of the school’s students being classified. 

Council Member Baggstrom reported that he will be resigning from the Borough Council as he is moving. His last meeting will be June 17, 2025. He stated that it has been a pleasure to live in such a wonderful community and serve on this Council with great members. 
  
MAYOR’S REPORT
Mayor Daniel reported that the Borough Tax Assessor, Chris Lauver, asked the County Tax Board Administrator if the ordered revaluation could be postponed by a year, but the request was denied. The revaluation will need to be completed in November 2026. 

PUBLIC COMMENT
Mayor Daniel opened the meeting for public comment.  There being no comments, Mayor Daniel closed the meeting to the public. 

ADJOURNMENT
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second

	Baggstrom
	 
	    X

	Haversang
	 
	 

	Janas
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	 

	Smith
	    X
	 

	Medea
	 
	 



The meeting adjourned at 7:31 p.m. 
