BOROUGH OF CALIFON COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES DECEMBER 16, 2025 

CALL TO ORDER
Council President called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. “I would like to announce and have placed in the minutes that adequate notice of this Regular Meeting of the Califon Borough Council has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by publication of the legal notice in the Hunterdon Review and Hunterdon County Democrat. In addition, a copy of this notice was posted on the bulletin board in the municipal building and is on file in the Clerk/Administrator’s office.”  

FLAG SALUTE – The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

ROLL CALL
	Council Member
	Present
	Absent

	Bittay
	    X
	

	Haversang
	    X
	 

	Janas
	    X
	 

	Ruggiero
	    X
	     X

	Smith
	    X
	    

	Medea
	    X
	 

	
	
	


Also in attendance: Clerk/Administrator Haughey, Attorney Anderson 
Absent: Mayor Daniel 

PUBLIC COMMENT
Joe Pelley, resident, commented on the condition of the road surface on First Street, calling it almost impassible. 

Lisa Medeiros, resident, requested that the Borough fill in the potholes on First Street. 

Dean Ashton, resident, stated that the road is further deteriorating from when he first brought the issue to Council.

Council President Medea stated that since it is now obvious that the road will not be able to be repaved until the spring, that the Borough would request that the DPW inspect the road and fill in with gravel as necessary.  

Jeffrey Almer, Washington Township Police Chief, stated that it has been a joy to serve Califon for the past 20 years, first as a Sergeant, and then 10 years later as Chief. When he started as Chief, the Department logged around 1,000 to 1,500 service calls in the Borough per year. That number has increased to about 8,000. He further stated that the Washington Township Department currently employs 34 officers, including traffic and detective divisions, and does firearm permits, background checks, community policing, they work with Califon school, fill in for crossing guards, and many other tasks. Chief Almer commented that while he understands the financial side, the other police department proposing to provide service to the Borough is one-third of the size of the WT Department and lacks not only the personnel, but some of the special services his department is able to provide, “they want to charge you over 80% of what we would be charging for a third of the personnel(and) by year five, they're up over 90% of what we would be charging.” He ended his comment by stating that he hopes to continue the relationship with the Borough. 

Michael Marino, Washington Township Mayor, stressed the Township’s commitment to invest heavily in their Police Department, which is what they bring to the Borough. He stated that he understands things often boil down to dollars and cents as the Township is in the same situation, but they are committed to serving the Borough with the entirety of their department’s capabilities. 

RESOLUTION-R-87-25
RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR A MEETING NOT OPEN TO THE PUBLIC IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NEW JERSEY OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that an Executive Session, not open to the public, shall be held immediately following the adoption of this Resolution for: Contract negotiations as to police and court services 
At the conclusion of the Executive Session, the regular meeting will continue, and further public discussion and action may occur.
The Borough Council may disclose the minutes when it determines that the public interest no longer requires confidentiality when negotiations are complete.
The Borough Council exited from Executive Session at 8:52 pm. 

CORRESPONDENCE 
Bob Carroll resigned from his position as Deputy OEM Coordinator. A new Deputy will be appointed for 2026. 
goHunterdon placed the speed sign on Main Street, as had been discussed by Council. It will collect data that will be forwarded to the Borough’s police. 
Reminder postcards that residents must obtain 2026 dog licenses were received by the mailing house on Friday, December 13, and will be going out to residents shortly.  

OLD BUSINESS - None
NEW BUSINESS
	
CONSENT AGENDA (Adoption upon Roll Call)
 “Consent Agenda items are routine and will be enacted with a single motion. Any items that require expenditures are supported by a certification of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent Agenda items (indicated with *) will be reflected in the full minutes.”

*LIST OF BILLS

*RESOLUTION R-88-25
2025 TRANSFER OF FUNDS
WHEREAS, it appears that he unexpended balance in the following account will not be sufficient to pay outstanding bills: 
	Animal Control o/e
Group Employee Insurance
Liability Insurance
Fire Department o/e
Telephone
Water
		and

WHEREAS, it appears that there will be an unexpended balance in the following 2025 account: 
Police s/w

	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Califon that the following transfers be authorized, and within this resolution is the authority of the Borough Treasurer to make said transfers: 

	AMOUNT		FROM		TO			AMOUNT

$   1,840.27		Police s/w		Group Employee Insurance 	$        969.36
						Liability Insurance	$        421.00
							Fire Department o/e	$        108.99
							Animal Control o/e	$          16.50
							Telephone		$        181.29
							Water			$        143.13


CONSENT AGENDA ROLL CALL
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	     X
	
	     
	     

	Haversang
	 
	     X
	     X
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	 
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	 
	     
	 
	 
	     X

	Smith
	   X
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	     

	Medea
	    
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	     



COMMITTEE REPORTS
CM. Medea - Parks and Recreation – The tree lighting and menorah lighting events were both well attended, despite cold weather. Rabbi Kornfeld did a great job. 
CM Haversang – Environmental Commission- There was no meeting this month.  
CM Janas – Planning Board – The November and December Board meetings were cancelled. The next meeting will be the 2026 Reorganization on January 21, 2026, with a regular meeting the same evening. 
CM Smith – Califon School BOE – The Board of Education is scheduled to meet Wednesday, December 17.  
MAYOR’S REPORT – There was no Mayor’s Report as the Mayor was not in attendance. 
PUBLIC COMMENT – Council President Medea opened the meeting for public comment. As no one wished to comment, Council President Medea closed the meeting to the public. 

ADJOURNMENT - TIME: 8:58 pm
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second

	Bittay
	
	     X

	Haversang
	 
	 

	Janas
	    
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	 

	Smith
	    X
	 

	Medea
	 
	    



