BOROUGH OF CALIFON COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OCTOBER 7, 2025 

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Daniel called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. “I would like to announce and have placed in the minutes that adequate notice of this Regular Meeting of the Califon Borough Council has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by publication of the legal notice in the Hunterdon Review and Hunterdon County Democrat. In addition, a copy of this notice was posted on the bulletin board in the municipal building and is on file in the Clerk/Administrator’s office”.  

FLAG SALUTE – The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

ROLL CALL
	Council Member
	Present
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	     X

	Haversang
	 
	     X

	Janas
	    X
	 

	Ruggiero
	    X
	 

	Smith
	    X
	 

	Medea
	    X
	 


Also in attendance: Mayor Charles Daniel, Clerk/Administrator Haughey, Attorney Anderson via Zoom

CORRESPONDENCE 
The Borough Engineer is meeting with the contractor on October 8, 2025, about the paving that will be done in the Hoffman Drive neighborhood.  

OLD BUSINESS
[bookmark: _Hlk203401841]	Ordinance 2025-07 – Hearing Rescheduled for October 21, 2025, and Re-noticed in the Hunterdon Review
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REVISED BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF CALIFON BY CREATING A NEW TITLE 17, "TELECOMMUNICATIONS FRANCHISES", AND PROVIDING FOR THE EXTENSION OF A TELECOMMUNICATIONS FRANCHISE TO BRIGHTSPEED OF NEW JERSEY, INC., THE SUCCESSOR TO NEW JERSEY TELEPHONE COMPANY, FOR TEN YEARS
NEW BUSINESS
	None

CONSENT AGENDA (Adoption upon Roll Call)
 “Consent Agenda items are routine and will be enacted with a single motion. Any items that require expenditures are supported by a certification of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent Agenda items (indicated with *) will be reflected in the full minutes.”

*LIST OF BILLS

* APPROVAL OF MINUTES
	September 2, 2025 Regular Meeting
	September 16, 2025 Regular Meeting

	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	
	
	     
	     X

	Haversang
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	     X

	Janas
	 
	    X
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	    X
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Smith
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Medea
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 



COMMITTEE REPORTS
Comm. Medea – Parks and Recreation - The Street Fair is this Sunday, October 12, 2025, from 11:00 am to 4:00 pm. There are live bands, food trucks, vendors, and a beer garden with an open mic stage. Buildings and Grounds – we are waiting to hear from the contractor for a start date for the front steps. 
Comm. Janas – Planning Board – The Board had a meeting on September 17, 2025. The Board discussed a variance and Historic Review of a front porch being replaced at Block 24, Lot 11. The replacement will be of similar material and size. The next meeting of the Planning Board will be on Wednesday, October 29, 2025.  
Comm. Smith – Califon School – The Board of Education had a meeting on September 17, 2025. There were 6 members of the public who attended. The Board reported that there are currently 84 students enrolled at Califon School, and 21 students who reside in Califon attend schools in other districts via School Choice. The cost to the district for those 21 students is $750,000. The Board also reported that a wheelchair with a value of $250 was donated to the school. 
Comm. Ruggiero – Califon Crier – The next edition of the Crier will be out at the end of this week, or the beginning of next. 
MAYOR’S REPORT
Mayor Daniel – By the end of October, the Borough will be receiving the money, almost $75,000, for a 2024 Firefighter Grant. Roadwork will begin soon on Philhower Avenue with the milling and paving occurring at the end of the month or beginning of November. Many thanks to resident Ben Reddick who has volunteered to fill an open seat on the Board of Health. There are still open seats on the Board of Health, as well as other committees, so any interested residents should reach out.  
PUBLIC COMMENT – Mayor Daniel opened the meeting for public comment. 
Danielle Andreas, resident, stated that she received a violation notice from Tom Silvia, the Borough Zoning Officer, for having an Air BnB. She thought that there was a short-term rental allowed for 30 days, but Tom told her that it wasn’t allowed due to an ordinance that was passed in February 2025. She said she wasn’t informed that the Borough Council would be voting on short term rentals in February. Clerk/Administrator Haughey stated that there is no short-term rental ordinance in the Califon code. The Ordinance that Ms. Andreas referenced is Ordinance 2025-02 which amended the Borough Code by defining the term “Dwelling, Single-Family” as “used as a long-term residence of one family” “’Long-term’ meaning with a specific term of not less than three months.” Mr. Andreas asked what an Air BnB would be in violation of and Ms. Haughey stated that it would be a zoning violation as the home they are advertising on Air BnB is in a Single-family residential zone. Attorney Anderson added that the interpretation of the ordinance has always been with the intention of a single-family dwelling being a permanent residence. Ms. Andreas asked why she wasn’t informed that the Council would be holding this vote.  Mayor Daniel replied that it was on 2 agendas, which are posted on the Borough website, and published in the newspaper. Ms. Andreas asked why the Council is so opposed to Air BnBs, “since the town would get kickbacks from Air BnB and it would be a source of revenue for the town.” Attorney Anderson stated that the municipality would not get any money from Air BnB. 
There being no additional comments, Mayor Daniel closed the meeting to the public. 

ADJOURNMENT  - 	Time: 7:25
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second

	Bittay
	
	

	Haversang
	 
	 

	Janas
	 
	    X

	Ruggiero
	 
	 

	Smith
	    X
	 

	Medea
	 
	 



