BOROUGH OF CALIFON COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OCTOBER 21, 2025 

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Daniel called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. “I would like to announce and have placed in the minutes that adequate notice of this Regular Meeting of the Califon Borough Council has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by publication of the legal notice in the Hunterdon Review and Hunterdon County Democrat. In addition, a copy of this notice was posted on the bulletin board in the municipal building and is on file in the Clerk/Administrator’s office”.  

FLAG SALUTE – The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

ROLL CALL
	Council Member
	Present
	Absent

	Bittay
	    X
	

	Haversang
	    X
	 

	Janas
	    X
	 

	Ruggiero
	    X
	 

	Smith
	 
	    X

	Medea
	    X
	 

	
	
	


Also in attendance: Mayor Charles Daniel, Clerk/Administrator Haughey, Attorney Anderson via Zoom

CORRESPONDENCE 
Clerk/Administrator Haughey shared the following correspondence:
-Council was sent the letter from the Fair Share Housing Center, along with the reply from Borough Attorney Anderson. 
-The Borough received a Certificate of Recognition for First Step for the New Jersey Safe Routes to School honoring the commitment and support of the program by encouraging children to walk and bicycle to school.
-Our current land use board attorney Jonathan Testa notified the Board Secretary that he will not be able to continue as our Board Attorney. So we need to do an RFP for a new Board attorney to start in January. 
-The Borough’s Emergency Operations Plan is being updated with input from George Wasleski, our Emergency Management Coordinator, and the Chiefs of Police, the First Aid Squad and Fire Company.  
-The State of NJ requires a Best Practices Inventory be filed every year which will be submitted by Friday, October 24, 2025. 
-Tewksbury Township is updating their construction office software with the hope that residents will be able to see the status of their permits online. 
-The Borough Engineer is waiting for an update from Aqua about the necessary paving on First Street and in the Hoffman Drive neighborhood, it is still on track to be completed in November. 
-The work on Philhower Avenue is progressing. Curbing and drainage work is still in progress, with milling and paving on target to happen in early November. 

OLD BUSINESS
[bookmark: _Hlk203401841]Ordinance 2025-07 – Public Hearing and Final Adoption
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REVISED BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF CALIFON BY CREATING A NEW TITLE 17, "TELECOMMUNICATIONS FRANCHISES", AND PROVIDING FOR THE EXTENSION OF A TELECOMMUNICATIONS FRANCHISE TO BRIGHTSPEED OF NEW JERSEY, INC., THE SUCCESSOR TO NEW JERSEY TELEPHONE COMPANY, FOR TEN YEARS
BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon that the Borough Code adopted August 24, 2000 and heretofore amended be further amended as follows:
SECTION ONE.
The Borough Code is hereby amended by the addition of a new Title 17, "Telecommunications Franchises", as follows:
TITLE 17
Telecommunications Franchises
Chapter 17.01 - USE OF BOROUGH ROADS, STREETS AND HIGHWAYS.
17.01.010  Definitions.  The following words and phrases shall have the following meanings in this section:
"Company" shall mean and apply to every telecommunications company which has received permission pursuant to this section.
"Telecommunications Facilities" shall mean cables, poles, ducts, conduits and associated fixtures, process equipment and appurtenances used in connection with providing telecommunications services.
"Permission" shall mean the permission which may be granted by the Borough pursuant to this section.
"Borough Street" shall mean each and every Borough road, street and highway.
17.01.020  Permission Required.  Pursuant to the provisions of Title 48 of the Revised Statutes of New Jersey, every Company desiring Permission to use Borough Streets for its Telecommunications Facilities shall make application to the Borough Clerk.  The Borough Council may grant such Permission, subject to the terms, restrictions and limitations of this Title.
17.01.030  Nature and Extent of Permission.  Every Company which has received Permission may, within the terms, restrictions and limitations of this section, erect, construct, reconstruct, remove, locate, relocate, replace, inspect, maintain, repair and operate its Telecommunications Facilities in, through, upon, along, over, under, and across the entire length of Borough Streets, and to effect the necessary street openings and lateral connections to curb poles, property lines, and other facilities for the Company's local and through lines and other communications facilities.
17.01.040  Effective Date and Expiration of Permission.  The Permission granted to each Company shall be effective and shall expire as provided in the ordinance granting Permission.  Every Company receiving Permission may seek such changes as it may deem necessary and reasonable from time to time prior to expiration.
17.01.050  Applicability.  Permission to the Company shall apply to the Company and its successors or assigns.
17.01.060  Location of Poles, Posts and Facilities to be Erected.  All poles, posts, pedestals, cabinets, and other facilities shall be located and placed behind the curb lines where shown on the official map(s) of the Borough; provided, however, that poles and posts shall be located within 18 inches of the face of such curb lines, as may otherwise be agreed upon by the Company and the Borough Engineer or at the points or places already occupied by the poles, posts, pedestals, cabinets, or other facilities of the Company at the time it received Permission.
17.01.070  Cables, Underground Conduits, Manholes and Equipment.
a.  The Company may bury its Telecommunications Facilities within the right‑of‑way of Streets at such locations as may be agreed upon by the Company and the Borough Engineer.
b.  Underground facilities shall be placed below the surface of Streets and, with the exception of lateral branches to curb poles and property lines and other facilities, shall generally be constructed not more than ten feet from the curb line unless obstructions make it necessary to deviate from such course or unless another location is authorized by the Borough Engineer.  Underground facilities shall be placed at least 18 inches below the surface.
c.  Manholes shall be located at such points along underground Telecommunications Facilities as may be necessary or convenient for placing, maintaining, and operating the Company's facilities and shall be constructed to conform to the cross-sectional and longitudinal grade of the surface so as not to interfere with the safety or convenience of persons or vehicles.
d.  In subdivisions where utilities are installed underground, the Company shall install all of its Telecommunications Facilities at or below grade, except that lots in such subdivisions which abut streets with above-ground utilities may be supplied with telephone service from existing overhead lines or extensions thereof if the service connections from the overhead lines shall be installed underground.
17.01.080  Prior Notice of New Construction and Relocation Work Required.  Before proceeding with any new construction or relocation work, the Company shall give prior written notice to the Borough Engineer, including therewith a map or plan showing the location and extent of such work.  Such maps or plans are for information of the Borough only and shall not be considered as construction specifications upon which the Borough or any third party may rely for subsequent excavation or other work.
17.01.090  Street Opening and Excavation.  Prior to the opening or excavating of any Street, the Company shall obtain such street opening or excavation permits, and pay such fees therefore as may be lawfully required, as provided by any ordinances regulating such openings or excavations.  No building permits or zoning variances shall be required for the Company's Telecommunications Facilities.
17.01.100  Restoration.  Every Street, and any pavement or other surface or planting, which is disturbed by the Company in constructing its Telecommunications Facilities shall be restored to as good condition as it was before the commencement of work.  Such restoration shall be subject to the approval of the Borough Engineer.
17.01.110  Encumbrance of Streets.  No Company shall encumber any Street for a period longer than shall be necessary to execute its work.
17.01.120  Curb Lines.  Whenever a curb line shall be established on streets where one does not now exist or where an established curb line shall be relocated in order to widen an existing street or highway in conjunction with road construction being performed by the Borough, the Company shall change the location of its above ground Telecommunications Facilities, covered by this Section, so that the same shall be back of, and adjacent to, the new curb line so established, upon receipt of notice that the curb line has been so established, so long as the municipality has acted with reasonable care in establishing the new curb line and providing notice thereof.
17.01.130  Joint Use of Company Poles and Structures.  Any company having legal authority to install Telecommunications Facilities in the Borough may jointly use the Company's Telecommunications Facilities for all lawful purposes, provided the Company consents to such use, on terms and conditions acceptable to the Company and not inconsistent with the provisions of this section.
17.01.140  Indemnification by Company.  Each Company shall indemnify and save harmless the Borough from and against all costs or expenses resulting from loss of life or property, or injury or damage to the person or property of any person, firm, or corporation caused by or arising out of conditions resulting from negligence or fault connected with the work or equipment of the Company, when not attributable to the negligence or fault of the Borough; except that if such loss, injury or damage shall be caused by the joint or concurring negligence or fault of the Company and the Borough, the same shall be borne by them to the extent of their respective degrees of negligence or fault.
17.01.150  Exclusive Rights Not Granted.  Nothing in this section shall be construed to grant to any Company an exclusive right, or to prevent the granting of Permission to other Companies for like purposes on the Streets of the Borough.
17.01.160  Advertising Expenses.  The Company shall pay the expenses incurred for advertising required in connection with granting Permission within 30 days after the Company has received a bill for said advertising from the publisher.
17.01.170  Vacation of Streets.  If any Street where the Company has Telecommunications Facilities is vacated by the Borough, the Borough shall reserve to the Company the rights granted to the Company by this section.
17.01.180  Notice to be Given by Borough Clerk; Acceptance and Approval.  Following final passage of an ordinance granting Permission, the Borough Clerk shall provide the Company with written notice thereof by certified mail.  As provided by applicable law, Permission shall not become effective until acceptance thereof by the Company, and approval thereof by the Board of Public Utilities.
17.01.190  Permission Granted to Brightspeed of New Jersey, Inc.  Permission was granted to New Jersey Telephone Company through September 30, 2006 by Borough ordinance adopted October 1, 1956 and approved by the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities by Docket No. 9658.  Brightspeed of New Jersey, Inc. is the successor to New Jersey Telephone Company.  The consent granted by Borough ordinance is extended to Brightspeed of New Jersey, Inc. through ten years from the final adoption of Ordinance 2025-07, provided that any inconsistent provisions thereof are amended and superseded by the provisions of this section, subject to such approval by the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities as may be required by law.
SECTION TWO.
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its final passage, approval and publication as provided by law.
Mayor Daniel opened the meeting for public comment on Ordinance 2025-07. There were no comments. Mayor Daniel closed the meeting to the public. 
ROLL CALL FOR FINAL ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE 2025-07
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	    X
	
	     
	    

	Haversang
	 
	    X
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	 
	    X 
	 
	 
	 

	Smith
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	     X

	Medea
	    X
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	 



NEW BUSINESS

ORDINANCE 2025-08 – Introduction 
FIXING THE SALARIES OF THE VARIOUS OFFICERS OF THE BOROUGH OF CALIFON, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Califon in the County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey that the salary or compensation rates of the positions and titles listed below are hereby fixed and determined.

1. ELECTIVE:
Mayor:						$ 2,500.00yr.
Council:						$ 1,000.00/yr.

ADMINISTRATIVE:
Administrator:					$ 12,500/yr.
Municipal Clerk:					$ 35,000.00- $70,000.00/yr.
Deputy Clerk:						$ 19,000.00/yr.
Asst. Dep. Clerk:					$        19.24/hr.
Treasurer:						$ 10,000.00 - $20,000.00/yr.
Tax Assessor:						$ 16,000.00/yr.
Tax Collector						$ Interlocal Agreement
Chief Financial Officer:				$ 12,000.00/yr
Municipal Registrar/Vital Statistics:			$   3,121.00/yr.	
Dep. Municipal Registrar/Vital Statistics:		$   1,500.00/yr.

	LAND USE:
  	Zoning Officer:					$   5,000.00 – 11,000.00/yr.
	Secretary, Planning Board/Bd. Of Adj.		$        30.75/hr.
	Secretary, Environmental Commission		$      408.00/yr.

	CONSTRUCTION DEPARTMENT
	Percolation Test Inspector/Witness			$         125.00 per test per day

	MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES
	Dog Registrar:						$ 2,601.00/yr.
	Dog Census Official:					$    250.00/yr.
	Secretary/Board of Health				$ 2,305.00/yr.
	Recycling Coordinator:				$    150.00/yr.**
	Temporary Employees: 				Minimum Wage
	School Crossing Guards:
		Temporary:					$      16.31/hr.
		Permanent:					$      22.42/hr.

1. Full-time employees are authorized annual vacation allowances with pay on the following basis:
	
1. Ten (10) working days after completion of one year of employment.
1. Twelve (12) working days after completion of two full years’ employment.
1. Fifteen (15) working days after completion of five full years’ employment.
1. Twenty (20) working days after completion of ten full years’ employment.
1. Twenty-five (25) working days after completion of twenty full years’ employment.
1. All vacation days shall be taken in the year in which they are earned and may not be carried over except by permission of the Borough Council.  If approved, days carried over must be used by March 31st.
1. No more than two consecutive weeks’ vacation shall be taken at one time unless approved by the governing body.  
1. In the event that there is a conflict in the request for vacation, the request of the senior employee shall prevail.
    
1. The following shall be holidays with full salary paid for the day for all employees:

New Years Day- January 1, 2025
Martin Luther King’s Birthday – January 20, 2025
Presidents’ Birthday – February 17, 2025
Easter Monday – April 21, 2025
Memorial Day – May 26, 2025
Independence Day – July 3, 2025
Labor Day – September 1, 2025
Columbus Day – October 13, 2025
Veteran’s Day – November 11, 2025
Thanksgiving – November 26 and 27, 2025
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day - December 24 and 25, 2025

Members of the Municipal Government using their own vehicles in the pursuit of official Borough business, when authorized, shall receive (.70) per mile.  Any other authorized expenses incurred by members of the Municipal government shall be reimbursed upon presentation of a signed voucher.  

1. In the event, any section of this Ordinance shall be declared invalid, the remainder shall remain in full force and effect.

1. All prior salary ordinances are hereby repealed.

1. This Ordinance shall take effect upon final adoption and publication according to law and shall be retroactive to January 2, 2025. 

	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	    X
	
	     
	    

	Haversang
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Janas
	 
	     X
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	     X
	 
	    X 
	 
	 
	 

	Smith
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	     X

	Medea
	 
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 




DISCUSSION – Request from South Branch Outfitters for permission to stock trout in the river by Califon Island Park the week of Dec 15, 2025. as part of their "Jim Holland Memorial Winter Trout Stocking.” They have raised money throughout the year, will match the funds from their shop, and put trout into the river for a winter "bump" for local anglers. They stock in Ken Lockwood Gorge and would like to also stock in town, specifically around Califon Island Park and the Weiss Mill Dam. To get the permit approved from the State Fish & Game, they need property owner approval first. Clerk/Administrator Haughey requested a Certificate of Insurance from them, naming the Borough as an additional insured for the days that they would be at the park. The Council was unanimous in support of granting permission. 

CONSENT AGENDA
(Adoption upon Roll Call)
 “Consent Agenda items are routine and will be enacted with a single motion. Any items that require expenditures are supported by a certification of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent Agenda items (indicated with *) will be reflected in the full minutes.”

* APPROVAL OF MINUTES
	October 7, 2025 – Regular Meeting 

*RESOLUTION R-79-25
APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY CLERK

BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon, County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey, that the following appointment is hereby made: Kirsten Bencivengo, Part-Time Deputy Clerk, at a rate of $19,000 annually, for 16 hours per week pending successful completion of a background check, effective October 27, 2025. 

*RESOLUTION R-80-25
ESTABLISHING AND DECLARING A JUVENILE CURFEW IN THE BOROUGH OF CALIFON FOR OCTOBER 30 THROUGH NOVEMBER 3, 2025

WHEREAS,  (N.J.S.A. 40:48-2.52) authorizes and empowers a municipality to adopt a Resolution making it unlawful for a juvenile of any age under 18 years within the discretion of the municipality to be on any public street or in a public place between hours as so designated by the governing body unless engaged in, or traveling from a business or activity which the laws of this State authorize a juvenile to perform and making it unlawful for any parent or guardian to allow an unaccompanied juvenile to be on any public street or in any public place during those hours; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Califon have determined the need for a curfew for juveniles and have determined that the Governing Body shall, by resolution, declare a curfew in the Municipality for a period of not more than ninety (90) days and under such conditions as are prescribed by the Governing Body and such curfew shall commence not earlier than 9:00 p.m. and shall end not later than 5:00 a.m. during each of the curfew dates established.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Califon as follows: 

1. Establishment of Juvenile Curfew.  A juvenile curfew is hereby established and declared in the Borough of Califon, commencing at 9:00 p.m. and ending 5:00 a.m. on the following curfew dates:
Thursday, October 30, 2025 through Monday, November 3, 2025
1.  Conditions of Curfew.  During the curfew established herein, it shall be unlawful for any juvenile under the age of 18 years to be on any public street, or in a public place, either on foot or in a vehicle, within the Borough of Califon during the above designated time. 
1.  Exceptions to Curfew.  The above established curfew shall not apply to juveniles:
1. When the juvenile is engaged in an errand involving a medical emergency
1. When the juvenile is in attendance at an extracurricular school activity sponsored by a religious or community-based organization, or other cultural, educational, or social event
1. When the work time of the juvenile who is gainfully and lawfully employed overlaps the curfew hours
1. When the juvenile is an attendant as a bona fide student at an evening school of instruction
1. When the juvenile is accompanied by a parent or guardian or other adult having the care and custody of the juvenile
1. Where the juvenile is upon an emergency errand or legitimate business directed by the juvenile’s parent or guardian
1. Responsibility of Parent or Guardian.  During the curfew herein established, it shall be unlawful for any parent or guardian of a juvenile to allow an unaccompanied juvenile to be on any public street or in any public place in violation of hereunder.
1. Posting, Publication and Distribution of Curfew Notice.  Copies of the above Resolution shall be posted in such public or quasi-public places as may be designated by the Governing Body and may be published in such newspapers as the Governing Body shall designate.  Copies shall also be supplied to area schools with a request that they make students aware of the curfew.  Failure to post, publish or distribute this Resolution shall not relieve any person from the obligation of complying with the terms of the curfew imposed hereunder.
1. Notification to Law Enforcement Agencies.  Certified copies of this Resolution shall be sent by the Municipal Clerk to law enforcement agencies, including the Municipal Police Dept., and the New Jersey State Police.

Consent Agenda – Roll Call
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second
	For
	Against
	Abstain
	Absent

	Bittay
	
	
	    X
	
	     
	    

	Haversang
	 
	 
	    X* 
	 
	   **
	 

	Janas
	    X
	 
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Ruggiero
	 
	     X
	    X
	 
	 
	 

	Smith
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	     X

	Medea
	 
	 
	     X
	 
	 
	 


**Committee Member Haversang abstained only on the approval of the October 7, 2025, minutes. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Comm. Medea – Parks and Recreation - The Street Fair was cancelled due to the forecast of high winds and rain, as well as the declared State of Emergency in NJ. The next events will be the Christmas tree lighting and the menorah lighting. Buildings and Grounds – We are waiting to hear from the contractor for a start date for the front steps. 

Comm. Haversang – Environmental Commission- The October meeting was cancelled. next meeting of the Environmental Commission will be held on Tuesday, November 18, 2025. 
Comm. Janas – Planning Board – The Board has not met since the last Council meeting. The next meeting of the Planning Board will be on Wednesday, October 29, 2025.  
Comm. Ruggiero – Califon Crier – The October/November edition of the Crier came out last week. 
MAYOR’S REPORT
-A former resident sent a letter to Califon School, and copied the Mayor, requesting that the Walter J. Miller park, located across the street from Califon School, be open on the weekends and other hours that the school is not in session.  The Mayor stated that the park is owned and insured by Califon School and therefore will be their decision.
-The annual New Jersey League of Municipalities convention will be held from November 18-20, 2025. The Mayor and Borough Clerk/Administrator will attend. 
-The Borough Animal Control Officer reported that a Califon resident called to report a wolf stalking on her property but would not provide her address.  Mayor Daniel commented that the property in question may not actually be in Califon Borough as there are many properties with Califon addresses that are not located in the Borough. The ACO also reported that a Califon Borough resident was bitten by a raccoon and is completing a series of rabies vaccinations. 
PUBLIC COMMENT – Mayor Daniel opened the meeting for public comment. 
Lisa Medeiros, resident, stated that Aqua did a lot of damage when they were putting in the new water mains to both their driveway and First Street.  She has followed up monthly with Montana.  She was told that they were going to pave last Thursday and Friday, but the town wouldn’t let them.  Clerk/Administrator Haughey commented that the Borough never told them they couldn’t pave last week. She is concerned that it won’t be redone before winter. 
Joe Pelley, resident, commented that the condition of First Street is “horrendous” and full of potholes. He further stated that the gravel at the far end of the street also needs to be re-graded and filled in. 
Mayor Daniel replied that he and the Borough engineer were on First Street last Friday and the engineer is working on a plan for getting the street addressed. 
Maria Venezio, resident, inquired about putting garbage receptacles around the Borough.  Council Member Medea replied that the Borough cannot find a garbage company willing to empty the containers.  The Borough looked for a company to supply that service and could not come up with any companies willing to give a quote. 
Dean Ashton, resident, asked about the dead trees on First street that are marked with red x marks.  He stated that they were marked a couple of years ago and still have not been removed. Mayor Daniel stated that we will look into it. 
There being no other comments, Mayor Daniel closed the meeting to the public. 
ADJOURNMENT  - 	Time: 7:36
	Council Member
	Motion
	Second

	Bittay
	
	

	Haversang
	 
	 

	Janas
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	Ruggiero
	 
	 

	Smith
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