
BOROUGH OF CALIFON
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
May 2, 2022


Mayor Charles Daniel called the regular meeting to order at 7:38 p.m. with the reading of the following Sunshine Law announcement: “I would like to announce and have placed in the minutes that adequate notice of this regular in person meeting of the Califon Borough Council has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by publication of the annual notice in the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat.”

FLAG SALUTE

ROLL CALL:  PRESENT:  J. COLLINS, L. JANAS, M. MEDEA (via Zoom),
 C. SMITH (via Zoom)
                                               
                           ABSENT:  R. BAGGSTROM, E. HAVERSANG 
            ALSO PRESENT:   BOROUGH ATTORNEY, POLICE CHIEF, J. ALMER
                                              (via zoom)

Mayor Daniel moved public comments on the agenda due to several people in attendance.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Dean Ashton, Deputy Chief of the Califon First Aid and resident of 31 First Street. 
Mr. Ashton wanted to advise that his property extends across the river to River Rd where the damaged guard rail is located. 
Mr. Ashton wanted to voice his concern over the poor condition of the First Street Road.  
Mr. Ashton wanted to know what the town knows about the dam located on First St and owned by Resident, Ann Paccardo of 23 First St.
Mayor Daniel advised that as far as the dam goes, he does not know what the status is. Mayor Daniel advised that he has attended several webinars hosted by the DEP and advised that if there is a dam removal project, it is a requirement that the project be presented to the public that is impacted. 
Mr. Ashton advised that the town owns a couple of small parcels along the river on First St. These parcels are unsightly and used for dumping branches. He wanted to know if the town had any plans on cleaning this area up?
 Mayor Daniel advised that he will speak with the DPW to see if there is any way we can clean some of this area up. He will also ask the Borough engineer to look at this area when he is in town for inspections.

Arthur Owens, 1 Scheffer Court, advised he would like the Council to consider having one garbage hauler for the town. Mr. Owens advised that we currently have up to 4 to 5 different haulers driving around town. 
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 Mr. Owens stated he feels it would be better for the town and less expensive for the residents if we contracted with one hauler. 
Mayor Daniel advised that we would have to look into this and consider the administration that will be needed for this additional service. The residents would have to pay a separate garbage tax.  

Mathew Bell of 28 Clover hill Drive, advised that he completed his Boy Scout Eagle project at Califon Island Park.  Mr. Bell advised that there were some unexpected repairs that were needed in the snack shack but he was able to get it all done. 
Mayor Daniel advised that he was down at the park and stated that he did a nice job and congratulated Matt on obtaining his Eagle Scout award. 

LIST OF BILLS 

Motion was made by L. Janas seconded by J. Collins to approve the list of bills in the amount of $737,973.16.
[bookmark: _Hlk102817917]For: J. Collins, L. Janas, M. Medea, C. Smith
Opposed: None
Absent: R. Baggstrom, E. Haversang

MINUTES

Motion was made by C. Smith seconded by J. Collins to approve the minutes of the meeting held on April 18, 2022.
For: J. Collins, L. Janas, C. Smith
Abstain: M. Medea
Oppose: None
Absent: R. Baggstrom, E. Haversang

CORRSPONDENCE

_2022 ANJEC Open Space Grants for Environmental Commissions- Chairperson, Lori Jenssen applied for a grant for a pollinator garden that the EC named as one of their projects.
_ Aqua water advised that they are waiting for a delivery date on the storage containers.
_Park Use application for June 11,2022, Freewheeling bicycle tour for charity. The park will be a rest stop.
_Email from Chief Almer regarding speeding complaint from residents at 11 Main St. A Speed Survey sign was set up and increase in patrols in response. * Discussion regarding noticed speeding on Main Street approaching the bridge from 513 took place. Councilwoman Smith and Councilman Collins advised they have noticed this especially in the early mornings. Chief Almer advised he will send out a patrol car to this area in the early morning. 
_ clerk advised she completed a survey from the NJDEP regarding the new plastic bag ban. 
_copy of amended sidewalk ordinance from Tewksbury Township-April 28, 2022
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_ email from Auditor, Anthony Ardito advising that the Borough is under a self – exam for the 2022 budget this year. 
_ April 27, 2022- Tax Levy Certification from the North Hunterdon- Voorhees School District.
_May 2, 2022- Tax Levy Certificate from Califon Public School.
_April 21, 2022- NJDOT Trust Fund -Local Aid programs- grant application due July 1st.

OLD BUSINESS

A. RESOLUTION- PUBLIC HEARING AND FINAL ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE 2022-02- NELLIE HOFFMAN LEASE AGREEMENT RENEWAL 
The Mayor read the Ordinance 2022-02 by title AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF CALIFON, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE RENEWAL OF LEASE OF A PORTION OF REAL PROPERTY COMMONLY KNOWN AS THE NELLIE HOFFMAN FARM, CONSISTING OF AN HISTORIC FARMHOUSE AND LOG CABIN AND APPURTENANT LANDS, TO THE CALIFON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Mayor Daniel opened the public hearing on Ordinance 2022-02. There being no comments from the public, the public hearing on Ordinance 2022-02 was closed.

The following Resolution was introduced for adoption:

RESOLUTION 2022-43

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the borough of Califon that Ordinance 2022-02 entitled:
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF CALIFON, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE RENEWAL OF LEASE OF A PORTION OF REAL PROPERTY COMMONLY KNOWN AS THE NELLIE HOFFMAN FARM, CONSISTING OF AN HISTORIC FARMHOUSE AND LOG CABIN AND APPURTENANT LANDS, TO THE CALIFON HISTORICAL SOCIETY is hereby adopted upon final reading: and
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the notice of Final Passage of Ordinance 2022-02 will be published in the May 11, 2022 edition of the Hunterdon Review as required by law.

Motion was made by J. Collins seconded by L. Janas to adopt Resolution 2022-43 as read.
For: J. Collins, L. Janas, M. Medea, C. Smith
Opposed: None
Absent: R. Baggstrom, E. Haversang
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NEW BUSINESS

A. RESOLUTION – INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE 2022-03- SALARY & WAGE 
The Mayor read Ordinance 2022-03 by title: AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF THE VARIOUS OFFICERS OF THE BOROUGH OF CALIFON IN THE COUNTY OF HUNTERDON AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY.

The following Resolution was introduced for adoption:


RESOLUTION 2022-44

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the borough of Califon that Ordinance 2022-03 entitled: AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF THE VARIOUS OFFICERS OF THE BOROUGH OF CALIFON IN THE COUNTY OF HUNTERDON AND THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY is hereby introduced upon first reading; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Ordinance 2022-03 will be scheduled for final adoption following a public hearing on June 6, 2022; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Notice of Ordinance 2022-03 will be published in the May 11, 2022 edition of the Hunterdon Review as required by law.

Motion was made by C. Smith seconded by L. Janas to adopt Resolution 2022-44 as read.
For: J. Collins, L. Janas, M. Medea, C. Smith
Opposed: None
Absent: R. Baggstrom, E. Haversang

B. DISCUSSION- 2022 NJDOT TRANSPORTATION TRUST FUND GRANT APPLICATION DEADLINE IS JULY 1ST.
Mayor Daniel advised that we need to decide if we are interested in applying for a DOT grant and if so, what roads to consider?
Mayor Daniel advised that we had cut back the last DOT grant by removing Philhower Avenue from the project.  Mayor Daniel stated that if we were to decide to apply for a grant for next year, Philhower avenue should be one of the roads that we plan on repaving with the possibility of First St. 
Councilman Medea advised that he thought we were going to begin to place these road projects on a schedule and look at every other year for roads projects. Councilman Medea advised that he does not believe our budget next year will be able to support another road project, even with a grant. 
Mayor Daniel agreed an advised that next year will be a difficult year as the Borough has some bond anticipation notes coming due. 
Councilman Janas inquired if there is a way to determine how much Philhower and First St would cost?  Mayor Daniel advised that our engineer could get us a high-level estimate.
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Councilman Collins advised that the gas company has been installing lines up and down the road which has resulted in some damage and then there is the water problem which is causing deteriation of the road as well. Discussion took place regarding the water issues coming from underground springs on and above Philhower Ave. 
Mayor Daniel advised that Tom Boorady, our engineer will be in town on Wednesday, May 4th and he will look at both Philhower and First street.


COMMITTEE REPORTS

Councilman Medea reported that the Parks and Recreation did not meet last month.
Councilman Medea advised that Deputy Clerk, Barbara Thomas is doing a great job in the organizing and planning of the Memorial Day Parade. 
Councilman Medea advised that he is currently babysitting the Salem Oak seedling our town received and suggested that it be planted at the Nellie Hoffman property.

Councilman Janas advised that the Planning and Zoning meeting took place on April 20th. This was a work session for the Open Space and Recreation Plan. Jim Kyle, the Borough’s planner led the meeting and the members reviewed maps that show current vacant, open space. Councilman Janas advised that members were all surprised over how many vacant properties there actually was in Califon. A representative from the Environmental Commission, Becky Pickens gave a summation of some of the projects that the EC members would like to see completed through the open space and recreation plan. The next meeting will include members from all the committees and in June the public will be invited to attend.

Councilwoman Smith advised that she was not able to attend the last weeks public hearing on the school budget but she did review the presentation and the agenda. Councilwoman Smith  was surprised to find out that the budget the school board had sent to the County with a zero-tax increase had to be amended to include and unanticipated, special education expense of $71,762.00. 
This increase translates to a 3% tax increase which comes to a $4.56 per month increase per $100,000 of assessed value.  
Councilwoman Smith advised that she looked into the state funding of the Califon School and found out that the school had lost $81,500 in state aid. Councilwoman Smith advised that this was not in line with our neighboring districts. Califon lost 41.6% whereas Lebanon Township lost 14.28% and Tewksbury Township saw an increase of 16.75%. 
Councilwoman Smith advised that Califon School was zeroed out of their school choice funding. 

Councilman Collins advised that the Stream Clean Up was a big success. The Environmental Commission will be hosting a rain garden workshop in June, conducted by Amy Roe of Rutgers. 
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MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor Daniel advised that he read Borough attorney’s note regarding the town ordinance concerning sidewalk maintenance. Mayor Daniel asked M. Anderson if he felt our code needed to be addressed? M. Anderson advised that if it is the intent that the residents must replace and maintain the sidewalks, then yes, we should incorporate this into the ordinance. As of now, the only provision that is found in the codes on sidewalks is that residents must remove ice and snow. There is nothing on the responsibility of replacement or maintenance. 
Mayor Daniel asked Art Owens who is the Chairman of the planning/zoning board if the planning board would be the first to look at the sidewalk ordinance and come up with recommendations? Mr. Owens advised that yes, they would review, come up with suggested changes and then refer to the Mayor and Council. Mr. Anderson advised that he has a sidewalk ordinance that he can send over and as well as a suggested ordinance regarding maintaining trees in the right of way

Mayor Daniel advised that was all he had to report and asked if there were any comments from the public. With no comments from the public and no further business to attend, a motion was made by C. Smith seconded by L. Janas to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 pm. 

Respectfully Submitted,


Karen Mastro
Municipal Clerk/Administrator










		                     
