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BOROUGH OF CALIFON COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
DECEMBER 21, 2020

The regular meeting of the Borough of Califon Council was called to order by Mayor Charles Daniel at 7:30 p.m. with the reading of the following Sunshine Law announcement: “I would like to announce and have placed in the minutes that adequate notice of this regular meeting of the Borough of Califon Council has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by publication of the annual notice in the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat.”

“Due to the Covid-19 pandemic and the State of Emergency imposed by Governor Phil Murphy, the Borough of Califon Council will hold their regularly scheduled monthly Council meetings conducted remotely through a web-based platform called Zoom until the Borough is fully opened and operational to the public.  Public notification regarding access to the Zoom Council meetings will be posted on the Borough website and Facebook.  Adequate notification of this change of format has also been provided to both the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat.”

FLAG SALUTE

ROLL CALL:  PRESENT: R. BAGGSTROM, J. COLLINS, E. HAVERSANG, 
				L. JANAS, M. MEDEA, C. SMITH
                           ABSENT:    NONE

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion was made by R. Baggstrom seconded by J. Collins to approve the minutes of the meeting held on December 7, 2020.
For: Unanimous
Opposed: None
MOTION CARRIED

Motion was made by R. Baggstrom seconded by J. Collins to approve the minutes from the Executive Session held on December 7, 2020.
For: Unanimous
Opposed: None
MOTION CARRIED

LIST OF BILLS

Motion was made by L. Janas seconded by M. Medea to approve the list of bills in the amount of $158,285.96.
For:  Unanimous
Opposed: None
MOTION CARRIED
CORRESPONDENCE

__ Hunterdon County Health Dept. ready to establish a Point of dispensing (POD) site for the distribution of Covid-19 vaccines, once they are made available
__ reminder of 2021 Reorganization meeting and 1st regular meeting of 2021 to be held on Monday, January 4, 2021 at 7:30 pm via Zoom
__ Hunterdon Area Energy Cooperative (HAEC) program announcement that a new 9-month contract with IDT will begin in March, 2021 at a rate of .0867 with the option to select 100% Renewable Energy for a rate of .0878.  Public information sessions to be offered in January; dates to be announced soon 
__request if Council is interested in Patty Nanna, member of the Historical Society, applying to the Pomeroy Foundation for a National Register Marker for Califon’s Historic district (as a whole) and requesting ideas for placement of marker
__ Califon to receive a Covid-19 Municipal Grant in the amount of $1,000; voucher signed and returned to the County
__ Califon Municipal Court monthly report for November; $441.54 paid to town
__ Washington Township/Califon Police Dept. monthly personnel and activity report for month of November, 2020
__ 2020 Highlands Region Land Preservation Status Report; December 2020

OLD BUSINESS

A. RESOLUTION – APPROVAL OF RENEWAL OF SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT BETWEEN CALIFON AND TEWKSBURY TWP. FOR PUBLIC WORKS (DPW) SERVICES – ONE YEAR TERM – 2021

The following Resolution was introduced for adoption:

RESOLUTION 2020-83

AUTHORIZING ENTERING INTO AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF CALIFON AND THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY REGARDING THE PROVISION OF PUBLIC WORKS SERVICES BY THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY TO THE BOROUGH OF CALIFON, PURSUANT TO THE INTERLOCAL SERVICES ACT

	WHEREAS, the Borough of Califon, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey is desirous of achieving economies by having the Township of Tewksbury in the County of Hunterdon, State of new Jersey, provide public works services to the Borough of Califon; and

	WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury is willing to provide such public works services on the same basis as public works services are provided in the Township of Tewksbury if it is compensated for the cost of such services; and

	WHEREAS, the Borough of Califon and the Township of Tewksbury have arrived at an understanding regarding the provision of public works services by the Township of Tewksbury to the Borough of Califon for a period of one year and this understanding has been embodied in a Shared Service Agreement; and

	WHEREAS, the providing of public works services by the Township of Tewksbury to the Borough of Califon is authorized by the Interlocal Services Act (NJSA40:8A-1 et seq.) and the Shared
 Service Agreement may be entered into between the Township of Tewksbury and the Borough of Califon if the same is authorized by Resolution of the Township of Tewksbury and by Resolution of the Borough of Califon.

	BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Borough of Califon, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey as follows:

	Section 1.	Upon authorizing entering into the Shared Service Agreement by proper Resolution of the Borough of Califon pursuant to the Interlocal Services Act, the Mayor and Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Califon are authorized to sign and fully execute and deliver the Shared Service Agreement to the Township of Tewksbury; and such agreement shall take effect for a one-year period from January 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021 between the Borough of Califon and the Township of Tewksbury.

	Section 2.	The Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Califon is hereby directed to maintain on file, in the office of the Municipal Clerk, a copy of the Shared Service Agreement, upon adoption of the enabling Resolution.  The same shall be available for public inspection at the office of the Clerk during regular business hours, which are from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday thru Friday.

	Section 3.	A copy of this Agreement shall be filed, for informational purposes, with the Department of Community Affairs, Division of Local Government Services, pursuant to rules and regulations promulgated by the Division. 

Motion was made by M. Medea seconded by C. Smith to adopt Resolution 2020-83 as read. 
For: Unanimous
Opposed: None
MOTION CARRIED

NEW BUSINESS

A.  RESOLUTION – BUDGET TRANSFER

The following Resolution was introduced for adoption:

RESOLUTION 2020-84

2020 TRANSFER OF FUNDS 	    
February 3, 2020
WHEREAS, IT APPEARS THAT THE UNEXPENDED BALANCE IN THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNT WILL NOT BE SUFFICIENT TO PAY OUTSTANDING BILLS:
10531099A	Buildings & Grounds: OE
10514099A	Computerized Data Processing: OE
	AND WHEREAS, IT APPEARS THAT THERE WILL BE AN UNEXPENDED BALANCE IN THE FOLLOWING 2018 ACCOUNT:
10510010A	General Admin: SW
10518020A	Planning Board: OE
		NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF CALIFON THAT THE FOLLOWING TRANSFERS BE AUTHORIZED AND WITHIN RESOLUTION IS THE AUTHORITY OF THE BOROUGH TREASURER TO MAKE SAID TRANSFERS:
	AMOUNT		FROM 	                  TO	AMOUNT		
$ 400.00	              Electricity                      Telephone	$400.00 		
Motion was made by R. Baggstrom seconded by L. Janas to adopt Resolution 2020-84 as read.
For:  Unanimous
Opposed: None
MOTION CARRIED

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Councilman Medea had no report for tonight’s meeting but did let Council know that he has written an article for the next edition of the Califon Crier about naming of the “Park” in back of the Post Office.

Councilman Haversang reported that on behalf of the Recreation Committee, Jason Beard has ordered two picnic tables to be placed in the “Park” behind the Post Office.  Councilman Haversang was happy to report that the lights on the wreaths on the bridge are working well this year.  Councilman Haversang reported that he helped Shannon’s Fly and Tackle to stock trout in the river.  

Councilman Janas reported that the Planning Board will meet on the 30th of December.  On the agenda for this meeting will be a discussion on the General Business Zone and on the issue of curbing at the Wilmark subdivision. 
Councilman Janas reported that he was contacted by a resident regarding the status of the Steering Committee that was organized by the BOE to investigate options for the future of the school.  Councilman Janas told the resident that, as far as he has heard, the Steering Committee has been dissolved because the BOE did not want to go in this direction any longer. The resident expressed surprise that the BOE did not allow the results of the Steering Committee’s work to be shared with Council or the public.  Mayor Daniel made clear that this is not an issue for Council purview and that the resident should be directed to query representatives of the school directly as to why the Steering Committee has been disbanded.    
Councilwoman Smith reported that the Board of Education met on December 16th and the meeting was well attended.  The Kindergarten teacher at Califon School has been awarded the Governor’s Educator’s Award.  
Councilwoman Smith reported that the school experienced a Code orange level and had to close the school immediately with the hope of re-opening after winter break.  Contact tracing is being handled by the school nurse, Linda Paterson.   All teaching during this closure will be handled virtually.  If there is a Code red, all teaching will be virtual until further notice.  The public has expressed concern and disappointment. 

Councilman Baggstrom had no report for tonight’s meeting.

Councilman Collins reported that, for Covid-19 safety reasons, the annual Rabies Clinic, run by Karen Mastro and the Board of Health, has been cancelled.  The Environmental Commission will host an Electronic Recycling Day on Saturday, March 19th at no cost to the town.  Karen Mastro, BOH Secretary, was instrumental in arranging this important service.  
Barbara Davis from the NJ Land Conservancy spoke with the Environmental Commission about establishing an open space and recreational plan.  There may be grant funds available through the Highlands Council for such a plan.  The cost would be approximately $1500 +.  Mayor Daniel stated that Kinnelon Borough uses their services and they are helpful resource.  

MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor Daniel reported that he attended a 4-part presentation on dam removal sponsored by the DEP and a few other groups.  The presentations were informative and he was able to obtain a listing of important resources.  Mayor Daniel reported that Bill Kibler has been in touch with the homeowner about the Coles Mill Dam and the breach that has occurred this year.  
Mayor Daniel spoke about the flooding that occurred a week ago and reported that the Borough Engineer, Tom Boorady, has agreed to meet with affected residents to view the problematic areas and discuss remediation.  This meeting will take place on a Saturday in January when Mr. Boorady has fully recovered from Covid-19.  Mayor Daniel will update Bob Grant, spokesperson for the group of residents.  Mayor Daniel asked the Clerk to remind the DPW to clear the grates for the rains predicted for Christmas Eve.  
Mayor Daniel concluded this last meeting of the year by thanking the Council for their dedication during this tough year with the hope that 2021 will be a good year for everyone. 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

Jane Primerano, reporter for the Hunterdon Review, apologized for arriving late for the meeting.

There being no further business to come before Council at this time, motion was made by C. Smith seconded by E. Haversang and unanimously accepted to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:

Laura G. Eidsvaag, RMC
Municipal Clerk/Administrator
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